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HOLY COMMUNION 
 

Gathering 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 
 
CHOIR PRELUDE 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
The assembly stands and turns to the baptismal font. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign 
marked at baptism, as the bishop begins. 
In the name of the Father,  

and of the ☩ Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
The bishop addresses the assembly. 
Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, 
we are clothed with God's mercy and forgiveness. 
Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 

Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister gives thanks. 

We give you thanks, O God, 
for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters 
and by your Word you created the world, 
calling forth life in which you took delight. 
 

Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family. 
Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom. 
At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. 
By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons, 
making us heirs of your promise and servants of all. 
We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, 
and above all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ. 
Shower us with your Spirit, 
and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love. 
 

To you be given honor and praise 
through Jesus Christ our Lord 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 
Amen. 
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The service continues with gathering song. As a reminder of the gift of baptism, the assembly is 
sprinkled with water during the singing. The assembly turns to face the altar as the cross passes. 

GATHERING SONG:              O God Beyond all Praising                                        ELW #880 
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GREETING 
The bishop and the assembly greet each other. 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,  
the love of God,  
and the communion of the Holy Spirit  
be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
CANTICLE OF PRAISE “Glory to God” 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
The bishop leads the prayer. 
 

Let us pray. 
A brief silence is kept. 
 

Almighty God,  
through your Son Jesus Christ you gave the holy apostles many gifts  
and commanded them to feed your flock.  
Inspire all pastors to proclaim your word diligently  
and your people to receive it willingly,  
that finally we may receive the crown of eternal glory; 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.   Amen. 
 

The assembly sits. 
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Word 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 

 
FIRST READING:    Isaiah 42:5-9                                                                                    
A Reading from the prophet Isaiah. 
 5Thus says God, the LORD, 
 who created the heavens and stretched them out, 
 who spread out the earth and what comes from it, 
 who gives breath to the people upon it 
 and spirit to those who walk in it: 
 6I am the LORD, I have called you in righteousness, 
 I have taken you by the hand and kept you; 
 I have given you as a covenant to the people,  
 a light to the nations, 
 7to open the eyes that are blind, 
 to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, 
 from the prison those who sit in darkness. 
 8I am the LORD, that is my name; 
 my glory I give to no other, 
 nor my praise to idols. 
 9See, the former things have come to pass, 
 and new things I now declare; 
 before they spring forth, 
 I tell you of them. 
 

L: The word of the Lord.    
C: Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM 23    Shepherd Me, O God                                                                                ELW #780 
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SECOND READING:   2 Corinthians 4:1, 5-7 
A Reading from Paul’s second letter to the Corinthians. 
Therefore, since it is by God's mercy that we are engaged in this ministry, we do not lose 
heart. 5For we do not proclaim ourselves; we proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord and ourselves as your 
slaves for Jesus' sake. 6For it is the God who said, "Let light shine out of darkness," who has shone 
in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. 
7But we have this treasure in clay jars, so that it may be made clear that this extraordinary power 
belongs to God and does not come from us. 
L: The word of the Lord.  
C: Thanks be to God.  
 
The assembly stands to welcome the gospel. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION AND PROCESSION 
The cantor sings the alleluia and the assembly repeats it. Then the cantor sings the verse and all 
repeat the alleluia.     

 
How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of the messenger who an- |nounces peace,* 
who brings good news, who announc- | es salvation. 

 
GOSPEL:    John 21:1-14 
P: The Holy Gospel, according to John.  
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
After these things Jesus showed himself again to the disciples by the Sea of Tiberias; and he 
showed himself in this way. 2Gathered there together were Simon Peter, Thomas called the Twin, 
Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two others of his disciples. 3Simon Peter 
said to them, "I am going fishing." They said to him, "We will go with you." They went out and got 
into the boat, but that night they caught nothing. 
4Just after daybreak, Jesus stood on the beach; but the disciples did not know that it was 
Jesus. 5Jesus said to them, "Children, you have no fish, have you?" They answered him, "No." 6He 
said to them, "Cast the net to the right side of the boat, and you will find some." So they cast it, 
and now they were not able to haul it in because there were so many fish. 7That disciple whom 
Jesus loved said to Peter, "It is the Lord!" When Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, he put on 
some clothes, for he was naked, and jumped into the sea. 8But the other disciples came in the 
boat, dragging the net full of fish, for they were not far from the land, only about a hundred yards 
off. 
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9When they had gone ashore, they saw a charcoal fire there, with fish on it, and bread. 10Jesus 
said to them, "Bring some of the fish that you have just caught." 11So Simon Peter went aboard 
and hauled the net ashore, full of large fish, a hundred fifty-three of them; and though there were 
so many, the net was not torn. 12Jesus said to them, "Come and have breakfast." Now none of the 
disciples dared to ask him, "Who are you?" because they knew it was the Lord. 13Jesus came and 
took the bread and gave it to them, and did the same with the fish. 14This was now the third time 
that Jesus appeared to the disciples after he was raised from the dead. 
 
P: The Gospel of the Lord.     
C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
The Alleluia is repeated as the procession returns. The assembly is seated.   
 
SERMON                                                                                                                      Bishop Pedro M. Suarez                                                                                                 
Silence for reflection follows the sermon. 
The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in Song. 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY:   You Have Come Down to the Lakeshore                         ELW #817 
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Installation of a Pastor 

God instituted the office of the ministry of word and sacrament. 

 
Presentation 
The pastor to be installed and a representative of the calling body come before the bishop and the 
assembly.  The bishop addresses the assembly. 
Having been authorized by the church to install the Rev. Robert George Schaefer, 
our co-worker in the gospel, as pastor, 
I now ask for certification of this call. 
A representative of the calling body addresses the bishop. 
Bishop Suarez, after prayerful deliberation, 
we, of St. Stephen Lutheran Church, 
have called the Rev. Robert G. Schaefer as pastor, 
I present him and this letter certifying the call. 
The representative gives the presiding minister the letter certifying that the call has been received 
and accepted. 

The representative moves aside, and the assembly is seated. 

Address and Questions 
The dean addresses the pastor being installed. 
A reading from John: Jesus said, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you. 
Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins 
of any, they are retained.” (John 20:21-23) 
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A reading from Matthew: Jesus said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 
Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you. 
And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” (Matthew 28:18-20) 

A reading from First Timothy: Set the believers an example in speech and conduct, in love, in faith, 
in purity. Attend to the public reading of scripture, to exhorting, to teaching. Do not neglect the 
gift that is in you, which was given to you through prophecy with the laying on of hands by the 
council of elders. Put these things into practice, devote yourself to them, so that all may see your 
progress. Pay close attention to yourself and to your teaching; continue in these things, for in 
doing this you will save both yourself and your hearers. (1 Timothy 4:12-16) 

The bishop questions the pastor being installed. 
Robert, in the presence of this assembly 
will you commit yourself to this new trust and responsibility, 
in the confidence that it comes from God through the call of the church? 
Response:  
I will, and I ask God to help me. 
 
Will you preach and teach in accordance with the holy scriptures 
and with the confessions of the Lutheran church? 
Will you carry out this ministry in harmony with the constitutions 
of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America? 
Response:  
I will, and I ask God to help me. 
 
Will you be diligent in your study of the holy scriptures 
and in your use of the means of grace? 
Will you love, serve, and pray for God’s people, 
nourish them with the word and sacraments, 
and lead them by your own example in faithful service and holy living? 
Response:  
I will, and I ask God to help me. 
 
Will you give faithful witness in the world, 
that God’s love may be known in all that you do? 
Response:  
I will, and I ask God to help me. 
 
Almighty God, who has given you the will to do these things, 
graciously give you the strength and compassion to perform them. 
The assembly responds:  
Amen. 

The assembly stands. 
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The bishop addresses the assembly. 
People of God, 
will you receive Robert as a messenger of Jesus Christ 
sent to serve all people with the gospel of hope and salvation? 
Will you regard him as a servant of Christ and a steward of the mysteries of God? 
We will, and we ask God to help us. 
 

Will you pray for him, 
help and honor him for his work’s sake, 
and in all things strive to live together in the peace and unity of Christ? 
We will, and we ask God to help us. 
 

The bishop addresses the pastor being installed. 
Robert, the office of Pastor is now committed to you 
in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
Blessing 
The newly installed pastor may kneel as the bishop proclaims God’s blessing. 
The God of peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, 
the great shepherd of the sheep, by the blood of the eternal covenant, 
make you complete in everything good so that you may do God’s will, 
working in you that which is pleasing in God’s sight; 
through Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory forever and ever. 
Amen. 
 
The pastor stands. The bishop escorts the pastor to the place of baptism as the assembly sings: 

Baptized in water, sealed by the Spirit, 
marked with the sign of Christ our king: 
born of the Spirit, we are God's children; 

joyfully now God's praise we sing. 
 
A representative of the congregation says: 
You have been called to be among us to baptize, to teach, and to forgive sins. 
 
The bishop hands him the baptismal shell and Chrism and says: 
Receive this shell and this oil: signs of your calling to serve God and the people of God as a 
baptizer, healer, and reconciler in obedience to our Lord. 
 
They proceed to the place of the word as the assembly sings:  

Lord, let my heart be good soil, 
open to the seed of your word. 
Lord, let my heart be good soil, 

where love can grow and peace is understood. 
When my heart is hard, break the stone away. 
When my heart is cold, warm it with the day. 
When my heart is lost, lead me on your way. 
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Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart, 
Lord, let my heart be good soil. 

 
A representative of the congregation says: 
You have been called to be among us to proclaim the good news. 
 
The bishop hands him the Lectionary and says: 
Receive this Lectionary as a sign of your calling to serve God and the people of God with the 
ministry of the Word. 
 
They proceed to the place of the meal as the assembly sings:  
Refrain 

As the grains of wheat once scattered on the hill 
were gathered into one to become our bread; 

so may all your people from all the ends of earth 
be gathered into one in you. 

 
1 As this cup of blessing is shared within our midst, 

may we share the presence of your love.  Refrain 

 
A representative of the congregation says: 
You have been called to be among us to preside at the Lord’s supper. 
 
The bishop hands him the chalice and paten says: 
Receive this chalice and this paten: signs of your calling to serve God and the people of God as 
you break the bread and bless the cup. 
 
The presiding minister may address the assembly with these or similar words. 
People of God, I present to you the Rev. Robert G. Schaefer, your pastor.  
Let us welcome him in the name of Christ. 

The assembly may offer acclamation with applause. The newly installed pastor assumes the role of 
presiding minister. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  
A: With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, 
let us pray for the church, those in need, and all of God’s creation. 
 

After each petition of the prayer is said: 
A: God of mercy, 
C: hear our prayer. 
 
P: Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, 
trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
C: Amen. 
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PEACE 
P: The peace of Christ be with you always.      
C: And also with you. 

 
 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 
OFFERING 
  
MUSICAL OFFERING:                            Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ                     ELW #674 

 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
A: Let us pray.  
Merciful God,  
as grains of wheat scattered upon the hills  
were gathered together to become one bread,  
so let your church be gathered together from the ends of the earth into your kingdom,  
for yours is the glory through Jesus Christ, now and forever. Amen. 
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,…we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

 
The presiding minister continues to give thanks: 
 
You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God…. 
…For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, … 
…To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
be all honor and glory in your holy church, now and forever. 
Amen.    
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P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, we are bold to pray.  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses  
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.   
Amen. 
 

Communion 
P: This is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world: 
Happy are all those called to this Supper. Taste and see the goodness of the Lord. 
The bread is broken for the communion. The assembly is seated. 
 

All baptized Christians are invited to participate in the reception of Holy Communion. Those who 
are not baptized and children not yet communing may come forward for a blessing, please cross 
your arms on your chest if you desire a blessing. 
At St. Stephen we receive Holy Communion by receiving the bread and then either drinking directly 
from the cup or by intinction: That means that you may receive the bread in your hand and then 
dip bread in the wine.) 
Gluten free bread is available on the right side. (please ask) 
Alcohol free wine is available on the right side. (please ask) 
 

The body of Christ, given for you. Amen.         The blood of Christ, shed for you. Amen. 
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Commun  ion Song:                               
 
Taste and See                                                                                                                             ELW #493 
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 I Am the Bread of Life                                                                                                           ELW #472 

 
 
Instrumental Music                                                                                             Cesar Vidaud 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
A: Let us pray.  
O God, our life, our strength, our food,  
we give you thanks for sustaining us with the body and blood of your son.  
By your Holy spirit, enliven us to be his body in the world,  
that more and more we will give you praise and serve your earth and its many peoples,  
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.   Amen. 
 

Sending 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 

BLESSING  
The bishop blesses the assembly, first saying: 
Our help is in the name of the Lord. 
The maker of heaven and earth. 
 

Blessed be the name of the Lord. 
From this time forth for evermore. 
 

The blessing, mercy, and grace of almighty God, the Father, the ☩ Son, and the Holy Spirit, be 
upon you and remain with you now and forever.   
Amen. 
 

SENDING SONG:     Our God is an Awesome God  
         

(S) When He rolls up His sleeves 
He ain't just puttin' on the Ritz 

(C)  Our God is an Awesome God 
(S) There is thunder in His footsteps 

And lightning in His fists 
(C) Our God is an Awesome God 
(S) Well the Lord He wasn't jokin' 
When He kicked 'em out of Eden 

It wasn't for no reason that He shed His 
blood 

His return is very close and so you better be 
believin' 

That our God is an Awesome God 
  

[REFRAIN] 
(C) Our God is an Awesome God 

He reigns from heaven above 

With wisdom power and love 
Our God is an Awesome God 

  
(S) When the sky was starless in the void of 

the night 
(C) Our God is an awesome God 

(S) He spoke into the darkness and created 
the light 

(C) Our God is an awesome God 
(S) Judgement and wrath He poured out on 

sin 
Mercy and grace He gave us at the cross 

I hope that we have not too quickly forgotten 
that 

Our God is an Awesome God 
  

(REFRAIN 4 TIMES) 
        

 

DISMISSAL 
A: Go in peace. Share the good news. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
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Please join us following the liturgy in the St. Stephen Fellowship hall at the other end of the 
block for a reception with refreshments and light dinner. 

 

PARTICIPATING IN THIS CELEBRATION 
 

PRESIDING     Bishop Pedro M. Suarez 
 

ASSISTING MINISTERS   The Rev. Bill Knott, Dean 

Sera Butz 
 

CRUCIFER     Eric Castaneda 
 

TORCH BEARERS     Pat Belanger, Marsha Kibler 
 

BOOK BEARER    Katie Paff 
 

LECTORS     Tom Peterson, Erika Flanigan 
 

PRESENTER      Larry Jones 
 

REPRESENTATIVES AND THE FONT Lynda Smith, Marti Stevenson 

         Zachary Stevenson-Smith 
          

REPRESENTATIVES AT THE PULPIT Erika Flanigan, Jon Vanzile 

         Jake Vanzile 
 

REPRESENTATIVES AT THE ALTAR Rosie Fennelli, Natalie Prego 

         Eric Castaneda 
 

   USHERS         Lynda Smith 

         Zachary Stevenson-Smith 

         Pat Engle, Harry Ambrose 
 

   SOUND     Dennis Magarrell 
 

   PROJECTION     Terry Shumway 

 

 

The Altar flowers are given in honor of Pastor Robert Schaefer on the occasion of his Installation 

  as our pastor by the St. Stephen Congregation. 
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