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—WE GATHER— 
 

THE PROCESSION WITH PALMS 
 

The people may gather outside the church doors, weather permitting. 
 

P: Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord!     
C: Hosanna in the highest 
 

A: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 12th chapter. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord!  
 
PROCESSIONAL GOSPEL: ST. JOHN 12:12-16 
12The next day the great crowd that had come to the festival heard that Jesus was coming 
to Jerusalem. 13 So they took branches of palm trees and went out to meet him, shouting, 
“Hosanna! Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord the King of Israel!” 
14 Jesus found a young donkey and sat on it; as it is written: 
15 “Do not be afraid, daughter of Zion. Look, your king is coming, sitting on a donkey’s 
colt!” 16 His disciples did not understand these things at first; but when Jesus was 
glorified, then they remembered that these things had been written of him and had been 
done to him.  
 

A: The Gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
BLESSING OF THE PALMS 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you.  
 
The people raise their palm branches.  
 

P: We praise you, O God, for redeeming the world through our Savior Jesus Christ. Today 
he entered the holy city in triumph and was proclaimed messiah and king by those who 
spread garments and branches along his way. Bless these branches and those who carry 
them. Grant us grace to follow our Lord in the way of the cross, so that, joined to his 
death and resurrection, we enter into life with you; through the same Jesus Christ, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
C: Amen. 
 

P: Let us forth in peace,  
C: In the name of the Lord.  
 
The people follow the cross and ministers in procession into the church and remain standing. The entrance 
song is sung as the people process into the church. You may take your seat as the Procession moves down 
the center aisle.  
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PROCESSIONAL SONG:     We Are Marching in the Light of God    ELW #866 
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OPENING SONG:                          Prepare the Royal Highway                               ELW #264 

 
 
THE GREETING 
 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P: Let us pray together: 
C: Everlasting God, in your endless love for the human race you sent our Lord Jesus 
Christ to take on our nature and to suffer death on the cross. In your mercy enable 
us to share in his obedience to your will and in the glorious victory of his 
resurrection, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. Amen. 
 

Welcome and announcements  
 
Youth and children’s message 
 
Blessing of the Pascal Candle  
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—WE HEAR GOD’S WORD— 
 

FIRST READING:                                                   Isaiah 50:4-9a 
4 The Lord GOD has given me the tongue of a teacher, that I may know how to sustain the weary 
with a word. Morning by morning he wakens wakens my ear to listen as those who are taught. 
5 The Lord GOD has opened my ear, and I was not rebellious, I did not turn backward. 6 I gave my 
back to those who struck me, and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard; I did not hide 
my face from insult and spitting. 7 The Lord GOD helps me; therefore I have not been disgraced; 
therefore I have set my face like flint, and I know that I shall not be put to shame; 8 he who 
vindicates me is near. Who will contend with me? Let us stand up together. Who are my 
adversaries? Let them confront me. 9 It is the Lord GOD who helps me; who will declare me 
guilty? All of them will wear out like a garment; the moth will eat them up. 
 
L: This is the word of the Lord.     
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
 

PSALM 31:9-16 
9 Be gracious to me, O LORD, for I am in distress; 
    my eye wastes away from grief, my soul and body also. 
10 For my life is spent with sorrow, and my years with sighing; 
my strength fails because of my misery, 
    and my bones waste away. 
11 I am the scorn of all my adversaries, 
    a horror[b] to my neighbors, an object of dread to my acquaintances; 
    those who see me in the street flee from me. 
12 I have passed out of mind like one who is dead; 
    I have become like a broken vessel. 
13 For I hear the whispering of many terror all around!— 
as they scheme together against me, as they plot to take my life. 
14 But I trust in you, O LORD; I say, “You are my God.” 
15 My times are in your hand; 
    deliver me from the hand of my enemies and persecutors. 
16 Let your face shine upon your servant; save me in your steadfast love. 
 
SECOND READING:                                                                                            Philippians 2:5-11 
5 Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 6 who, though he was in the form of God, 
did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited, 7 but emptied himself, taking the 
form of a slave, being born in human likeness. And being found in human form, 8 he humbled 
himself and became obedient to the point of death even death on a cross. 9 Therefore God also 
highly exalted him and gave him the name that is above every name, 10 so that at the name of 
Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11 and every tongue 
should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 
 
L: This is the word of the Lord.  
C: Thanks be to God.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=psalm+31%3A9-16&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-14343b
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THE GOSPEL ACCLAMATION     “Return to the Lord” 
 

 
 

P: The Holy Gospel, according to St. Matthew. 
 

C: Glory to you, O Lord! 
 
GOSPEL:                      Matthew 21:1-10 
When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the Mount of Olives, Jesus 
sent two disciples, 2 saying to them, “Go into the village ahead of you, and immediately you will 
find a donkey tied, and a colt with her; untie them and bring them to me. 3 If anyone says 
anything to you, just say this, ‘The Lord needs them.’ And he will send them immediately.” 4 This 
took place to fulfill what had been spoken through the prophet, saying, 
5 “Tell the daughter of Zion, 
Look, your king is coming to you, 
    humble, and mounted on a donkey, 
        and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.” 
6 The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; 7 they brought the donkey and the colt, 
and put their cloaks on them, and he sat on them. 8 A very large crowd[b] spread their cloaks on 
the road, and others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road. 9 The crowds that 
went ahead of him and that followed were shouting, 
“Hosanna to the Son of David! 
    Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 
Hosanna in the highest heaven!” 
10 When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking, “Who is this?” 
 
P: The Gospel of the Lord.    
C: Praise to you, O Christ! 
P: You may be seated. 
 
SERMON                                                      Rev. Dr. Sidney Nelson 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+21%3A1-10&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-23833b


7 
 

—   WE RESPOND   — 
 

SERMON SONG:                                       At the Name of Jesus                                   EWL #416 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead.* On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
 
THE PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL  
A: Lifting our voices and turning toward God, let us pray for the church, the earth, and all who 
are in need. 
 
Confession petition added here 
 
After each petition of the prayer is said: 
 

A:  Hear us, O God.                               
C: Your mercy is great.    
 

P: Into your hands, merciful God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your steadfast 
love; through Christ our Lord.    
C: Amen. 
 
RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBERS  
 
WELCOME AND PRAYER 
 
SHARING OF THE PEACE 
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.     
C: And also with you. 
P: Let us share with one another the peace of the Lord. 
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- WELCOME TO THE LORD'S TABLE - 
 

OFFERING 
 

MUSICAL OFFERING:                  On My Heart Imprint Your Image                    ELW #811    

 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 
A: Merciful God, receive the sacrifice of our praise and thanksgiving and the offering of 
our lives, that following in the way of the cross, we may know the joy of the resurrection; 
through Christ our Lord. 
 

C: Amen. 
 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

Dialogue     
The Lord be with you.  
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.  
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ, 
whose suffering and death gave salvation to all. 
You gather your people around the tree of the cross, transforming death into life. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

 
 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of 
sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses  
as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.   
For thine is the kingdom,  
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.   
Amen. 
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Invitation of Communion 
P: Taste and see that the Lord is good. 
 
We believe Jesus Christ is present in the bread and wine by his Word of Promise. All baptized Christians are invited to 
participate in the celebration of God’s forgiving love, strengthening faith, and grace-filled hope. Those who are not 
baptized and children not yet communing may come forward for a blessing (please cross your arms on your chest if 
you desire a blessing). 
 

Holy Communion (Our communion is by inctintion: Receive the bread and dip bread in the wine.) 
 

The body of Christ, given for you. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you.  
Amen. 
 
Gluten free is available on the right side. (please ask) 
Alcohol free is available on the right side. (please ask) 
 

 “LAMB OF GOD” 
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Communion Song:             The King of Love My Shepherd Is                            ELW #502 
  

 

Instrumental Music                                                                                                                           Cesar Vidaud  
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
A:  Merciful God, accompany our journey through these forty days. Renew us in the gift of 
baptism, that we may provide for those who are poor, pray for those in need, fast from 
self-indulgence, and above all that we may find our treasure in the life of your Son, Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord.  
 

C: Amen. 
 

-WE ARE SENT FORTH- 
 

Benediction 
  P: Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.  Amen. 
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SENDING SONG:                     Ride On, Ride On in Majesty!                              ELW #346 

 
 

DISMISSAL 
A: Go in peace. Share the joy of God’s love.  
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
Flowers this week given by Rita & Bill Sharkey in memory of Shirley and Don Wilson’s beloved son Bill.  
 

IN OUR PRAYERS 
In our prayers today are these members of our homebound and others of our parish family in need of 
healing: Audrey Shumway, Laurel Blake, Jim Loggins, Barb Taylor, Diane Adler, Katie, Roy and Barbara 
Kaptain, Bob & Jane Reinhold, Trudy DiCarlo, Marie Koach and Shelley Amato.  
 
Prayers for Friends of the Church: (Please renew your request every 3 weeks)  
✠ Henry Frank Quimi Lino, Denise Heude, Patrick Falco, Susan Perez, Rosemarie Burgland, Gail’s Gregory 
family. ✠ Edna Hayn, Sue Lainetti, Frank and Marie’s Muligan niece, and Joan Coletti ✠ Sue Luinetti, Lynn 
Steel, and the victims and families of University pedestrian bridge in Miami.  
 

In a facility or homebound:  
Trudy DiCarlo –  John Knox Village  

       651 SW 6th St, Pompano Beach, FL 33060 
Barbara Kaptain – The Atrium Assistant Living at Boca Raton.  

1080 NW 15TH Room 215 Boca Raton, Fl. 33486 
Jane Reinhold – 6700 NW 21ST St. Margate, Fl. 33063 
Evelyn Braun – 6152 Verde Trail Room 106 Boca Raton, Fl. 33433 
Jim Loggins -   John Knox Village - Woodlands 

651 SW 6th St, Pompano Beach, FL 33060  
In our prayers today and in the days ahead, we remember the victims of the Parkland school shooting.  
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 

1. The church council is looking into the 
“Living Lutheran” magazine. This is 
the ELCA National magazine and is 
well loved in our churches. This used 
to be called “The Lutheran”. The name 
changed recently. Indicate on your 
attendance card if you are interested.  
 

2. The Pascal Candle is blessed today in 
our worship service. It is given today 
to the Glory of God by members of St. 
Stephen and in celebration of the 
birth of Lee and Frank Moon’s great 
grandson, in honor of Madison’s 
Kibler high school graduation and 
Drew’s Kibler middle school 
graduation and in honor of our church 
council: Larry Jones, Chris Hecker, 
Natalie Prego, Patricia Engle, Dennis 
Magarrell, Eric Castaneda, Lynda 
Smith and Harry Ambrose.  

  
3. New Member, we welcome 

Normagene Richardson into the 
membership of Saint Stephen 
Lutheran church. Normagene comes 
to us from Christ the King Lutheran, 
Largo, Florida. Her nephew Brooks 
Black is a member of St. Stephen.  
 

4. Holy Week crosses are given today. 
 

5. Breakfast bunch on Saturday, April 7 
with Kristi Clark and John Leavitt as 
speakers.  
 

6. Attendance cards, are in our bulletin 
today for members and visitors. 
Please place in offering plate. Thank 
You.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

               

Holy Week Crosses 
 

Today Pastor Nelson will give out holy week crosses as we 
come forward for communion. He will give you a cross to carry 
during holy week as a daily reminder of the passion of our 
Lord. Keep it in your pocket where you will feel the cross every 
time you reach for something, or in your purse in a visible 
place. Please carry it during Holy Week. Most people continue 
to carry them for the rest of the year (or longer). Should you 
lose it ask the church office for another blessed cross.  
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         Service Assistants for today 
 
  

10:15 AM March 25 
Palm Sunday 

ASSISTING 
MINISTER 

Sera Butz 

ACOLYTE Madison Kibler 

LECTOR Natalie Prego 

USHERS – Need 4 to 
Serve  
 
 
 
 
Head Usher 

Marsha Kibler (w) 
Drew Kibler 
Darin Kibler 
Erika Flanigan 
 
Rosie Fennelli 
 

GREETERS – Need 2 
to Serve 

Katie Paff 
Pat Belanger 

SOUND Eric Castaneda 

PROJECTION Larry Jones 

Stewardship Snippet 

March 25, 2018 (6th Sunday in Lent, Year B) 

Philippians 2:5 – Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus. 

How do we best use our lives – that is, be good stewards of our lives? Paul 

tells us to embrace and develop the same mindset that Christ had. Which of 

Jesus’ attitudes of heart and mind do you need to cultivate to live more fully?  

 

 

Holy Week Worship Schedule 
10:15am Palm Sunday (March 25) 

- Procession of Palms 
- Blessing of Pascal Candle 
- Reception of Crosses 

7:00pm Maundy Thursday 
- Holy Communion 
- Stripping of the Altar 

7:00pm Good Friday Tenebrae 
- Service of song and Scripture 
- Ends in darkness  
- Leave in silence 

7:30pm Holy Saturday 
Easter Vigil for Broward-Bahamas 
Conference at Christ Oakland Park 

10:15 Easter Sunday Worship 
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Sunday Schedule 

10:15 a.m. Worship 
Holy Communion is celebrated weekly 

Church Staff 

Rev. Dr. Sidney Nelson – Interim Pastor 
ststephenpastornelson@gmail.com 

561-235-0929 
Cesar Vidaud – Director of Music 
Clarence (Teddy) Rowe – Sexton 

Aidee Koach – Administrative Assistant 
sslcpompano@gmail.com 

Office hours: 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 Mon- Fri 
 

Congregation Council 

Larry Jones - President 
councilpresident@ststephenlutheran.net 

Christian Hecker – Vice-president 
Eric Castaneda - Treasurer 
   Natalie Prego – Secretary 

Lynda Smith 
Patricia Engle 

Harry Ambrose 
Dennis Magarrell 

 
 
 

St. Stephen Lutheran Church, ELCA 
2500 NE 14th Street Causeway,  
Pompano Beach, Florida, 33062 

Tele: 954.942.4473 • Fax: 954.942.4474  
www.ststephenlutheran.net                  

www.facebook.com/SSLCPompano 
©2013 All rights reserved.  

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The Great Vigil of Easter 

   

Christ Lutheran Church 

1955 E. Oakland Park Blvd 
Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33306 

954-564-7673 

 
A Broward Bahamas Conference Celebration 

 

March 31, 2018 – 7:30 pm 
 

mailto:sslcpompano@gmail.com
mailto:councilpresident@ststephenlutheran.net
http://www.ststephenlutheran.net/
http://www.facebook.com/SSLCPompano
https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=%2bdZ0Idl3&id=4941C93E572434745C9ECDACE8C4B0E545EE037D&thid=OIP.-dZ0Idl3xIzdgmGz9WbSswHaFj&mediaurl=http%3a%2f%2fwallpapercave.com%2fwp%2foRne1oY.jpg&exph=768&expw=1024&q=open+old+script+bible&simid=608019108946904233&selectedIndex=88
https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=%2bdZ0Idl3&id=4941C93E572434745C9ECDACE8C4B0E545EE037D&thid=OIP.-dZ0Idl3xIzdgmGz9WbSswHaFj&mediaurl=http%3a%2f%2fwallpapercave.com%2fwp%2foRne1oY.jpg&exph=768&expw=1024&q=open+old+script+bible&simid=608019108946904233&selectedIndex=88

