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Encouraging and
strengthening faith in Jesus,
and sharing the joy of God’s love.

September 6, 2020 14t Sunday after Pentecost 10:15am

Holy Communion

Introduction to the Fourteenth Sunday After Pentecost

Conflict is a part of relationships and life in community. Jesus’ words in today's gospel are often used in
situations having to do with church discipline. The prophet Ezekiel tells of warning the wicked to turn from
their ways, and Paul reminds us that love is the fulfilling of the law. We gather in the name of Christ,
assured that he is present among us with gifts of peace and reconciliation.

EI_ 3 Gathering

’ﬁ The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.
Prelude

Welcome

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding
minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, * one God, whose teaching is life, whose presence is sure, and
whose love is endless. Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves.
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed,

by what we have done and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart;

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.

For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.



Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,
so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your holy name.

Amen.

The presiding minister announces God'’s forgiveness.
God hears the cries of all who call out in need, and through his death and resurrection,
Christ has made us his own. Hear the truth that God proclaims: Your sins are forgiven in the

name of *F Jesus Christ. Led by the Holy Spirit, live in freedom and newness

to do God’s work in the world. Amen.

GATHERING SONG:

Praise, My Soul, the God of Heaven
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Al-le - Jlu-ia!  Al-le - lu-ja! Prais -es ev -er - last- ing ring!
Al-le - lu-ia! Al-le - lu-ia! Glo-rious is God's faith - ful - ness!
Al-le - lu-ia! Al-le - lu-ia! Praise the great E - ter - nal One!
Al-le - lu-ia! Al-le - lu-ia! Praise with us the God of grace!

Text: Heary F, Lyte, 1793-1847; alt. Wakter R, Bouman, 1927-2005
Music: PRAISE, MY SOUL, John Goss, 18001880

APOSTOLIC GREETING

The presiding minister and assembly greet each other.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.



CANTICLE OF PRAISE: Glory to God
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

A brief silence is kept, then the presiding minister leads the prayer.

O Lord God, enliven and preserve your church with your perpetual mercy. Without your help,
we mortals will fail; remove far from us everything that is harmful, and lead us toward all that
gives life and salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

The assembly sits.

g;l] Word
- God speaks to us in scripture reading and song.

(
FIRST READING: Ezekiel 33:7-11
A reading from Ezekiel.

’So you, mortal, [ have made a sentinel for the house of Israel; whenever you hear a word from
my mouth, you shall give them warning from me. 8If I say to the wicked, “O wicked ones, you
shall surely die,” and you do not speak to warn the wicked to turn from their ways, the wicked
shall die in their iniquity, but their blood I will require at your hand. ?But if you warn the wicked
to turn from their ways, and they do not turn from their ways, the wicked shall die in their
iniquity, but you will have saved your life. 1Now you, mortal, say to the house of Israel, Thus
you have said: “Our transgressions and our sins weigh upon us, and we waste away because of
them; how then can we live?” 11Say to them, As I live, says the Lord GoD, I have no pleasure in
the death of the wicked, but that the wicked turn from their ways and live; turn back, turn back
from your evil ways; for why will you die, O house of Israel?

L: The word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

PSALM 119:33-40
33Teach me, O LORD, the way of your statutes, and I shall keep it to the end.
34Give me understanding, and I shall keep your teaching;
I shall keep it with all my heart.
35Lead me in the path of your commandments, for that is my desire.
36Incline my heart to your decrees and not to unjust gain.
37Turn my eyes from be- holding falsehood; give me life in your way.
38Fulfill your promise to your servant, which is for those who fear you.
39Turn away the reproach that I dread, because your judgments are good.
40Behold, I long for your commandments; by your righteousness enliven me.

SECOND READING: Romans 13:8-14
A reading from Romans.

80we no one anything, except to love one another; for the one who loves another has fulfilled
the law. 9The commandments, “You shall not commit adultery; You shall not murder; You shall
not steal; You shall not covet”; and any other commandment, are summed up in this word, “Love
your neighbor as yourself.” 19Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore, love is the fulfilling
of the law. 11Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake
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from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; 12the night is far
gone, the day is near. Let us then lay aside the works of darkness and put on the armor of
light; 13]let us live honorably as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in debauchery
and licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. 4Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and
make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.

L: The word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

After a brief silence, the assembly stands to welcome the gospel.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL: Matthew 18:15-20
P: -+ The Holy Gospel, according to Matthew.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 15“If another member of the church sins against you, go and point
out the fault when the two of you are alone. If the member listens to you, you have regained that
one. 16But if you are not listened to, take one or two others along with you, so that every word
may be confirmed by the evidence of two or three witnesses. 17If the member refuses to listen to
them, tell it to the church; and if the offender refuses to listen even to the church, let such a one
be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector. 18Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be
bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. 1°Again, truly I tell
you, if two of you agree on earth about anything you ask, it will be done for you by my Father in
heaven. 20For where two or three are gathered in my name, [ am there among them.”

P: The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.
The assembly is seated.

SERMON The Rev. Robert Schaefer

The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song.



HYMN OF THE DAY Day of Arising ELW# 374
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Text: Susan Palo Cherwien, b. 1953

Music: RAABE, Carl E. Schalk, b. 1929

Text © 1996 Susan Palo Cherwien. admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Music © 1999 Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

APOSTLES CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

A: Drawn together in the compassion of God, we pray for the church, the world, and all those in
need.

After each petition of the prayer is said:
A: 0 God, ...(title for God)..., in your mercy,
C: hear us and help us.

P: All these things and whatever else you see that we need, we entrust to your mercy; through
Christ our Lord. Amen.

PEACE
P: The peace of Christ be with you always.
C: And also with you.

The assembly sits.

MEAL

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

SETTING THE TABLE
OFFERING SONG: As the Grains of Wheat ELW# 465
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Text: Didache, 2nd cent.; Marty Haugen, b. 1950

Music: AS THE GRAINS, Marty Haugen

Text and music © 1990 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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The assembly stands.

OFFERING PRAYER

A: Let us pray.

Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. You have set before us these gifts of your good
creation. Prepare us for your heavenly banquet, nourish us with this rich food and drink,

and send us forth to set tables in the midst of a suffering world, through the bread of life, Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

The presiding minister greets the assembly and invites all present to give thanks.
The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy...we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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The presiding minister continues to give thanks:

We praise you eternal God, ...

...with thanksgiving we lift this bread and cup before you and proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

...all glory and honor are yours, almighty God, now and forever. Amen.

P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses

as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever. Amen.



Communion
The bread is broken for the communion.

P: This is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. Come to the banquet table
where Christ gives himself as food and drink.

The assembly is seated.

Lamb of God
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Communion Song: When We Are Living ELW# 639
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Text: st. 1, based on Romans 14:8; tr. Elise S. Eslinger, b. 1942;
st. 2-3, Roberto Escamilla, b. 1931; tr. George Lockwood, b 1946

Music: Spanish traditional
Spanish text, sts. 2-3 © 1983 Abingdon Press and tr. © 1989 The United Methodist Publishing House, admin. The Copyright

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

The assembly stands and the assisting minister leads the prayer after communion.

Let us pray.

We give you thanks, gracious God, that you have once again fed us with food beyond compare,
the body and blood of Christ. Lead us from this place, nourished and forgiven, into your beloved
vineyard to wipe away the tears of all who hunger and thirst, guided by the example of the same
Jesus Christ and led by the Holy Spirit, now and forever.

Amen.

Sending

God blesses us and sends us in mission fo the world.

Announcements

BLESSING

All may make the sign of the cross as they receive God’s blessing.
Almighty, Father, -+ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you and lead you into the way of truth and life.
Amen.
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The assembly turns toward the cross as it passes by.

SENDING SONG: Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee ELW# 836
0 &
)]

; . T
[

NSy

1 Joy - ful, joy - ful we a- dore thee, God of glo-ry, Lord of love!
2 All thy workswith joy sur-round thee, earth and heav’'n re - flect thy rays,
3 Thou art giv - ing and for - giv - ing, ev - er bless-ing, ev - er blest,

} Il J

| | |

. . . PR R

T

g = =

o

Hearts un - fold like flow’rs be-fore thee, prais-ing thee, their sun  a - bove.
stars and an-gels sing a-round thee, cen-ter of un - bro - ken praise.
well -spring of the joy of liv - ing, o-cean-depth of hap - py rest!

ND
e

Io o—r—o

L.

Melt the clouds of sin  and sad - ness,drive the gloom of doubt a - way.
Field and for - est, vale and moun-tain, flow-'ry mead-ow, flash-ing sea,
Thou our Fa - ther, Christ our broth-er, all who live in love are thine;

p= 1 =

! i i

. . 1 —

7

NS

Giv - er of 1m - mor-tal glad-ness, fill us with the light of day.
chant-ing bird, and flow -ing foun-tain call us to re - joice in thee.
teach us how to love each oth - er, lift us to the joy di-vine!

Text: Henry van Dyke, 1852-1922
Music: HYMN TO JOY, Ludwig van Beethoven, 1770-1827, adapt.

DISMISSAL
A: Go in peace. Remember the poor.
C: Thanks be to God.

RECEIVE HOLY COMMUNION TODAY OUTSIDE!

The Eucharist is the Real Presence of Jesus and central to nourishing
and sustaining our faith—especially during this pandemic. While we
can’t safely gather in large groups in the church yet, you are
encouraged to come with your loved ones to receive the Lord’s

“ Supper in a safe way outside the church. The Sacrament of Holy
Communion will be given today by Pastor Bob in the church parking lot, in front of the main
entrance from 12:00pm—12:30pm. It will be drive through. Please follow the ushers’ directions
on arrival and maintain social distancing. Please wear a mask except when receiving the
sacrament.
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IN OUR PRAYERS...

In our prayers today are these members of our homebound and others of our parish family
in need of healing: Randy Mottesheard, Marti Stroberg, Dolores Lauterberg, Laurel Blake,
Dorothy Johnson, James Loggins, Don Schutt, Normagene Richardson, Mildred Grady, Carol
Chmelynski, Rosie & Jimmy Fennelli, Roy Kaptain, Pat Engle.

PRAYERS FOR FRIENDS OF THE PARISH

X Police officer Sancho and his family from Costa Rica, Aiden, Chandler, Becky, Cheryl, Robert,
Jerry, Braemen, Craig, Taylor, Joe, Jan, Carol, Sharon, Susie, Belinda, Marjorie, Roy, Gene, Chris,
Amanda, Annette, Madison, Mason, Betty, Joanna, Susan, Betty, Chuck, Pat, Bruce, Carol, Valerie,
Jason, Melissa, Greg, Annie, Jose Alvarez.

IN A FACILITY OR HOMEBOUND:

Evelyn Braun - 6152 Verde Trail Room 106 Boca Raton, Fl. 33433

Jim Loggins - John Knox Village - Woodlands 700 SW 4th St, Pompano Beach, FL 33060
Bud Danker - 3020 N. Ridge Road Apartment W-316 Ellicott City, MD 21043.

is a community that openly welcomes all who are seeking God’s divine love and grace.

All are welcome in this place regardless of race or culture, sexual orientation or gender

identity, economic situation or life situation, marital or relationship status, or your doubts

about faith and church. Our unity is in Christ. Your family, children, friends, spouses and partners

are welcome. Your diversity and uniqueness enriches and expands our community. We are a
Reconciling in Christ congregation.

@ In response to the amazing love, mercy and grace of God, St. Stephen Lutheran Church

During the pandemic, St. Stephen congregation has taken on the

mission to support Feeding South Florida. With unemployment at

near record highs, more people are food insecure than

ever. Feeding South Florida is the largest, most efficient food bank
SOUTH FLORIDA serving Palm Beach, Broward, Miami-Dade, and Monroe Counties.

More than 98% of all donations are put back into the community.

We are about to send our second support check to them. Earlier we sent over $850. The second
check with money collected from our virtual Chance for Change tower will be written for
$680!!! That means to date you have donated a total of $1530 to support feeding our siblings in
need throughout South Florida during this trying time. Each dollar donated provides 7 meals.
St. Stephen members are making a big difference in important ways! Thank you so much for
your generosity. Keep up the good work, we will continue to support this

work throughout October. Send your loose change to Church and let's fill up the Change for
Change Tower. You may give on line by following the link on our homepage at:
www.ststephenlutheran.net

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2010 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under
Fortress Liturgies Annual License #24029. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian
Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights
reserved. Hymns are covered by our license CCLI 2959830.
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