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Encouraging and
strengthening faith in Jesus,
and sharing the joy of God’s love.

October 25, 2020 Reformation Sunday 10:15am

Festival Holy Communion

Introduction to the Reformation Sunday

Rooted in the past and growing into the future, the church must always be reformed in order to live out the
love of Christ in an ever-changing world. We celebrate the good news of God’s grace, that Jesus Christ sets
us free every day to do this life-transforming work. Trusting in the freedom given to us in baptism, we pray
for the church, that Christians will unite more fully in worship and mission.

EI_ Y Gathering

’ﬁ The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.
Prelude

Welcome

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding
minister begins.

In the name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen

Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart, and confess our sins to God our Father,
imploring him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.

Silence for reflection and self-examination.
Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.

[ said, [ will confess my transgressions to the Lord.
And you forgave the iniquity of my sin.

Almighty God, merciful Father:
I, a troubled and penitent sinner,
confess to you all my sins and iniquities with which I have offended you



and for which I justly deserve your punishment.

But I am sorry for them, and repent of them,

and pray for your boundless mercy.

For the sake of the suffering and death of your Son, Jesus Christ,

be gracious and merciful to me, a poor sinful being;

forgive my sins, give me your Holy Spirit for the amendment of my sinful life,
and bring me to life everlasting. Amen

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives
us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, |
therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of
the * Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen

During this time the CDC and the Bishop’s Office recommend against congregational
singing. In the building, a leader will sing on our behalf. The words and music are here
for your meditation, please do not sing out loud.

GATHERING SONG: A Mighty Fortress ELW# 504
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1 A might - y for - tress is our God, a sword and shield vic -
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God him-self e - lect - ed. You ask who this may be?
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weap-ons of  the Spir - it Were they to take our house,
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has sworn to work us woe! With craft and dread - ful might
The Lord of hosts is he! Christ Je - sus, might - y Lord,
in bat - tle we’ll en - gage! His might is doomed to fail;
goods, hon - or, child, or spouse, though life be  wrenched a - way,
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he arms him - self to fight. On carth he has no e - qual.
God’s on - ly Son, a - dored. He holds the field vic - to - rious.
God’s judg-ment must pre - vail! One lit - tle word sub - dues him.
they can - not win the day. The king-dom’s ours for - ev - er!

Text: Martin Luther, 1483-1546; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship
Music: EIN FESTE BURG, Martin Luther
Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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APOSTOLIC GREETING

The presiding minister and assembly greet each other.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

KYRIE
A: Lord, have mercy.
C: Lord, have mercy.

A: Christ, have mercy.
C: Christ, have mercy.

A: Lord, have mercy.
C: Lord, have mercy.

For now, the Canticle of Praise will not be sung, it is rather spoken in unison by the
assembly.

CANTICLE OF PRAISE: Glory to God

Glory to God is spoken, the presiding minister leading the assembly.
Glory to God in the highest,

and peace to God'’s people on earth.

Lord God, heavenly King,

almighty God and Father,

we worship you,

we give you thanks,

we praise you for your glory.

Lord Jesus Christ,

only Son of the Father,

Lord God, Lamb of God,

you take away the sin of the world:

have mercy on us;

you are seated at the right hand of the Father:
receive our prayer.

For you alone are the Holy One,

you alone are the Lord,

you alone are the Most High,

Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,

in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.

A brief silence is kept, then the presiding minister leads the prayer.
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Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the church in every age.
Pour out your Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep them steadfast in your word, protect and
comfort them in times of trial, defend them against all enemies of the gospel, and bestow on the
church your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

The assembly sits.

!r: Word
- God speaks to us in scripture reading and song.

(

FIRST READING: Jeremiah 31:31-34
A reading from Jeremiah.

31The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when [ will make a new covenant with the house of
Israel and the house of Judah. 32It will not be like the covenant that I made with their ancestors
when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant that they
broke, though I was their husband, says the LORD. 33But this is the covenant that I will make with
the house of Israel after those days, says the LORD: | will put my law within them, and I will write
it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 34No longer shall they
teach one another, or say to each other, “Know the LORD,” for they shall all know me, from the
least of them to the greatest, says the LORD; for | will forgive their iniquity, and remember their
sin no more.

L: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.

PSALM 46
1God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.
2Therefore we will not fear, though the earth be moved,
and though the mountains shake in the depths of the sea;
3though its waters rage and foam, and though the mountains tremble with its tumult.
4There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God,
the holy habitation of the Most High.
5God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be shaken;
God shall help it at the break of day.
6The nations rage, and the kingdoms shake; God speaks, and the earth melts away.
"The LORD of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our stronghold.
8Come now, regard the works of the LORD,
what desolations God has brought up- on the earth;
9behold the one who makes war to cease in all the world;
who breaks the bow, and shatters the spear, and burns the shields with fire.
10“Be still, then, and know that I am God;
I will be exalted among the nations; I will be exalted in the earth.”
11The LORD of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our stronghold.

SECOND READING: Romans 3:19-28
A reading from Romans.



19YNow we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the law, so that
every mouth may be silenced, and the whole world may be held accountable to God. 2°For “no
human being will be justified in his sight” by deeds prescribed by the law, for through the law
comes the knowledge of sin.

Z1But now, apart from law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed, and is attested by the
law and the prophets, 22the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who
believe. For there is no distinction, 23since all have sinned and fall short of the glory of
God; 24they are now justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ
Jesus, 25whom God put forward as a sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective through faith.
He did this to show his righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over the
sins previously committed; 2¢it was to prove at the present time that he himself is righteous and
that he justifies the one who has faith in Jesus.

27Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that of works? No, but by
the law of faith. 28For we hold that a person is justified by faith apart from works prescribed by
the law.

L: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.

After a brief silence, the assembly stands to welcome the gospel.

The Gospel Acclamation is sung by a leader

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL: John 8:31-36

P: = The Holy Gospel, according to John.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

31Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue in my word, you are truly my
disciples; 32and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free.” 33They answered
him, “We are descendants of Abraham and have never been slaves to anyone. What do you
mean by saying, ‘You will be made free’?”

34Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to
sin. 3°The slave does not have a permanent place in the household; the son has a place there
forever. 36So if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed.”

P: The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.




The assembly is seated.

SERMON The Rev. Robert G. Schaefer

The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song.

A leader sings the following hymn on behalf of the assembly.

HYMN OF THE DAY Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word ELW# 358
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1 Lord, keep us stead - fast n your word; curb those who
2 Lord Je - sus Christ, your pow’r make known, for you are
3 0 Com - fort - er of  price - less worth, send peace and
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and bring to naught  all he has done.
may sing your praise e - ter - nal - ly
and lead us out of death to life.

Text: Martin Luther, 1483-1546; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt.
Music: ERHALT UNS, HERR, J. Klug, Geistliche Lieder, 1543

NICENE CREED
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,

God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father;

through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary

and became truly human.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;

he suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,

and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,




who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

A: With confidence in God’s grace and mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and all those
in need.

After each petition of the prayer is said:
A: Lord, in your mercy,
C: hear our prayer.

P: Listen as we call on you, O God, and enfold in your loving arms all for whom we pray, in the
name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

PEACE

P: The peace of Christ be with you always. C: And also with you.
The assembly sits.

MEAL

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

Invitation to Offering

SETTING THE TABLE

The Offering Song is sung by a leader on behalf of the assembly.

OFFERING SONG: Come, Ye Thankful People, Come ELW# 693
ﬁfﬁ—.b P e e S e s

1 Come, ye thank-ful peo - ple, come; raise the song of har - vest home.
2 All the world is God’sown field, fruit un - to his praise to yield;
3 For the Lord our God shall come and shall take his har - vest home;

4 E - ven so, Lord, quick-ly come to thy fi- nal har- vest home.
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wheat and tares to - geth - er sown, un - to joy or  sor - row grown.
from his field shall in that day all of -fens-es purge a - way;
Gath - er then thy peo - ple in, free from sor-row, free from sin,
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God, our mak - er, doth pro-vide for our wants to  be sup - plied.
First the blade, and then the ear, then the full corn shall ap - pear.
give his an - gels charge at last in the fire the tares to cast,
there, for - ev - er pu - ri- fied, in thy gar-ner to a - bide.
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Come to God’s own tem - ple, come, raise the song of har- vest home.
Lord of har - vest, grant that we whole-some grain and pure may be.
but the fruit - ful ears to store in his gar-ner ev - er - more.

Come, with all thine an - gels, come, raise the glo-rious har - vest home!

Text: Henry Alford, 1810-1871, alt.
Music: ST. GEORGE’S, WINDSOR, George J. Elvey, 1816-1893

The assembly stands.

OFFERING PRAYER

A: Let us pray.

Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. You have set before us these gifts of your good
creation. Prepare us for your heavenly banquet, nourish us with this rich food and drink, and
send us forth to set tables in the midst of a suffering world, through the bread of life, Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

We are using a Eucharistic prayer ascribed to St. Hippolytus, a priest in Rome at the
start of the third century. It was written before the “Holy, Holy” was regularly sung
and therefore does not include that canticle. We use it now for its simpler form while
we are not singing as an assembly.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

The presiding minister greets the assembly and invites all present to give thanks.
The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

The presiding minister continues to give thanks:

We give you thanks, Father,

through Jesus Christ, your beloved Son,...

..through whom all glory and honor are yours, almighty Father,

with the Holy Spirit, in your holy church, both now and forever. Amen.

P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.:
Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come, thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses

as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.




Communion

The bread is broken for the communion.
P: This is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. Come to the banquet table
where Christ gives himself as food and drink.

The assembly is seated.

Lamb of God and the communion song are sung by a leader on behalf of the assembly.

Lamb of God
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Cor - de - 7ro de Dios, ni que qui-tas el pe-ca-do del mun-do;
O Lamb of . . God, you . . take a-way the sin of the world; . .
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ten pie-dad de no - so -tros, ten pie -dad de no - so-tros.
have . . mer-cy up - on us, have .. mer-cy up - on us.

Cor-de - rode Dios, ti que qui-tas el pe-ca-do del mun-do;
O Lamb of . .God, you . .take a-way the sin of the world; . .

ten pie-dad de no - so - tros, ten pie -dad de no - so-tros.
have .. mer-cy up - on us, have .. mer-cy wup - on us.
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Cor-de - rode Dios, ti que qui-tas el pe-ca-do del mun-do;
O Lamb of . . God, you ..take a-waythesin of the world; . .
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da - nos twu paz, da - nos tw paz.
grant us your peace, grant us your peace.

Communion Song: Spirit of God, Descend upon My Heart

ELW# 800
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1 Spir - it of God, de - scend up - on my heart;
2 1 ask no dream, no proph - et ec - sta - sies,
3 Have you not bid me love you, God and King;
4 Teach me to love you as your an - gels love,
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wean it from earth, through all its puls - es move;
no sud - den rend - ing of the veil of clay,
all, all your own, soul, heart, and strength, and mind?
one ho - ly pas - sion fill - ing all my frame:
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stoop to my weak - ness, strength to me im - part,
no an - gel vis - 1 - tant, no op - 'ning skies;
I see your cross; there teach my heart to cling.
the bap - tism of the heav’n - de - scend - ed dove,
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and make me love you as | ought to love.
but take the dim - ness of my soul a - way.
Oh, let me sececk you and, oh, let me find!
my heart an al - tar, and your love the flame.

Text: George Croly, 1780—-1860
Music: MORECAMBE, Frederick C. Atkinson, 1841—-189




The assembly stands and the assisting minister leads the prayer after communion.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray.

We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing power of this
gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love
toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Sending

God blesses us and sends us in mission fo the world.

Announcements

BLESSING

All may make the sign of the cross as they receive God’s blessing.
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace; the blessing of almighty God, the Father,

the -+ Son, and the Holy Spirit be with you, now and forever. Amen.

The Sending Song is sung by a leader on behalf of the assembly. The assembly turns to
face the cross as it passes by.

The assembly turns toward the cross as it passes by.

SENDING SONG: I Love to Tell the Story ELW# 661
I
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1 1 love to tell the sto - ry of un - seen things a - bove,
2 1 love to tell the sto - ry: how pleas-ant to re - peat
3 1 love to tell the sto - ry, for those who know it best
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of Je - sus and his glo - ry, of Je - sus and  his love.
what secems, ecach time 1 tell  it, more won-der-ful - ly sweet!
seem hun - ger-ing and thirst-ing to hear it like the rest.
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1 love to tell the sto - ry, be - cause I know it’s true;
1 love to tell the sto - ry, for some have nev - er heard
And when, in scenes of glo - ry, I sing the new, new song,
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it sat - is - fles my long-ings as noth - ing else would do.
the mes-sage of sal - wva - tion from God’s own ho - ly word.
rn sing the old, old sto - ry that I have loved so long.
0 Refrain
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I love to tell the sto-ry; ‘twill be my theme in glo-ry
0 . . . \ \
| I T I ¢ | I N | I n |
; e
) I | 174 | I I I I o i
to tell the old, old sto - ry of Je - sus and his love.
Text: Katherine Hankey, 1834—1911

Music: HANKEY, William E. Fischer, 18491936
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DISMISSAL
A: Go in peace. Share the good news.
C: Thanks be to God.

is a community that openly welcomes all who are seeking God’s divine love and grace.

All are welcome in this place regardless of race or culture, sexual orientation or gender

identity, economic situation or life situation, marital or relationship status, or your doubts

about faith and church. Our unity is in Christ. Your family, children, friends, spouses and partners

are welcome. Your diversity and uniqueness enriches and expands our community. We are a
Reconciling in Christ congregation.

@ In response to the amazing love, mercy and grace of God, St. Stephen Lutheran Church

IN OUR PRAYERS...

In our prayers today are these members of our homebound and others of our parish family
in need of healing: Carol Chmelynski, Lisa Castaneda, Kelly Jacobson, Carol Jacobson, Randy
Mottesheard, Marti Stroberg, Dolores Lauterberg, Laurel Blake, Dorothy Johnson, James
Loggins, Don Schutt, Normagene Richardson, Mildred Grady, Rosie & Jimmy Fennelli, Pat
Engle.

PRAYERS FOR FRIENDS OF THE PARISH

¥ Blanca, Eric Hecker, E. Kuckert, Susie, Belinda, Marjorie, Roy, Andrea, Sheriff Thompson and
family, Officer Sancho and family, Jerry, Aiden, Chandler, Becky, Cheryl, Robert, Braemen, Craig,
Taylor, Betty, Nettie, Sharon, Jan, Joe, Natalie, Carol, Janice.

IN A FACILITY OR HOMEBOUND:

Evelyn Braun - 6152 Verde Trail Room 106 Boca Raton, F1. 33433

Jim Loggins - John Knox Village - Woodlands 700 SW 4th St, Pompano Beach, FL 33060
Bud Danker - 3020 N. Ridge Road Apartment W-316 Ellicott City, MD 21043.

Welcome back to in person worship!!! Please respect our guidelines:

e We expect everyone to use face masks when in the building. If you forget your face
covering, we have extras for you, but no one can enter the building without a face
covering and they must be worn at all times except at the moment of communion. Face
coverings and water bottles will be available near the entrance to the nave for those who
need them.

e Offering plates will be placed on a stand as people enter and exit. Greeters will stand
behind a table warmly welcoming worshippers from a distance.

e We continue to encourage electronic giving.

e Outside doors and bathroom doors will be propped open, so no one touches a doorknob
or handle.

¢ Initially, following CDC guidelines, all congregational singing will be limited to an
individual or ensemble who will sing on behalf of the assembly.

e For now, only the verbal greeting of Peace will be exchanged in the liturgy. Sharing the
peace for now should be nothing more than exchanging a simple bow to those on your
right and left.
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e There will be one communion station, single file, following the ushers’ directions and the
markings on the floor to maintain social distancing. At the time of holy communion, exit
the pew via the side isles, and go to the rear of the church. As you round the corner to the
central isle there will be another touchless sanitizing station. Please sanitize your hands
and proceed down the center isle to receive the sacrament following the floor markers.
The pastor distributing the host will try to avoid touching communicants’ hands as much
as possible. Communicants are reminded to come forward with flat outstretched hands.

e Following the Liturgy, the pastor will be present outside the outer doors to greet people,
but will remain socially distanced with no physical contact.

All Saints Sunday is next week...

Py Itisrightaround the corner on November 1 (the actual
day of the Feast). On this day we remember those who
have gone before us in faith, both famous saints, loved by
the whole Church, as well as those just known to us. This
year since we are not relying on printed material, you are invited to send the names of all
those deceased members of your family and friends to be remembered at the altar to the
office. Please email Aidee directly right here at sslcpompano@gmail.com with the full names
of those you wish to include in our prayers that Sunday. You will have the opportunity to
light a candle in memory of your deceased loved ones after communion next Sunday.

During the pandemic, St. Stephen congregation has taken on the

mission to support Feeding South Florida. We are told that St.

Stephen’s generosity has provided 12,000 meals so far!!! Feeding

SOUTH FLORIDA South Florida is the largest, most efficient food bank serving Palm

Beach, Broward, Miami-Dade, and Monroe Counties. More than 98%
of all donations are put back into the community. Thank you so much for your generosity. Keep
up the good work, we will continue to support this work throughout October. Send your loose
change to Church and let’s fill up the Change for Change Tower. You may give on line by
following the link on our homepage at: www.ststephenlutheran.net

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2010 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Fortress Liturgies Annual License
#24029. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United
States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Hymns are covered by our license CCLI 2959830.
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