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Festival Holy Communion 
 

INTRODUCTION to the Feast of Christ the King 
On this final Sunday of the church year our gospel is Jesus’ great story of judgment. In the end, the faithful 
are those who served Christ by ministering to those who are poor, hungry, naked, sick, or estranged. In the 
first reading God is the shepherd who seeks the lost, weak, and injured and feeds them with justice. We 
gather this day to celebrate the reign of Christ and his victory over death, yet we await the consummation 
of all things yet to come. Acknowledging Christ as our merciful ruler, we go forth that his reign may be 
known in our loving words and deeds. 

 

Gathering 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

Prelude 
 

Welcome  
 

The assembly stands to sing, turning to the cross as it passes by.   

GATHERING SONG:                           Shout to the Lord                                    ELW 821 
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APOSTOLIC GREETING 
The presiding minister and assembly greet each other. 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
CANTICLE OF PRAISE                            Worthy is Christ  
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. 
 

A brief silence is kept, then the presiding minister leads the prayer. 
O God of power and might, your Son shows us the way of service, and in him we inherit the 
riches of your grace. Give us the wisdom to know what is right and the strength to serve the 
world you have made, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
The assembly sits. 

 

Word 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 
FIRST READING: Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24 
A reading from Ezekiel. 
 

11Thus says the Lord GOD: I myself will search for my sheep, and will seek them out. 12As 
shepherds seek out their flocks when they are among their scattered sheep, so I will seek out 
my sheep. I will rescue them from all the places to which they have been scattered on a day of 
clouds and thick darkness. 13I will bring them out from the peoples and gather them from the 
countries, and will bring them into their own land; and I will feed them on the mountains of 
Israel, by the watercourses, and in all the inhabited parts of the land. 14I will feed them with 
good pasture, and the mountain heights of Israel shall be their pasture; there they shall lie down 
in good grazing land, and they shall feed on rich pasture on the mountains of Israel. 15I myself 
will be the shepherd of my sheep, and I will make them lie down, says the Lord GOD. 16I will seek 
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the lost, and I will bring back the strayed, and I will bind up the injured, and I will strengthen 
the weak, but the fat and the strong I will destroy. I will feed them with justice. 
  20Therefore, thus says the Lord GOD to them: I myself will judge between the fat sheep and 
the lean sheep. 21Because you pushed with flank and shoulder, and butted at all the weak 
animals with your horns until you scattered them far and wide, 22I will save my flock, and they 
shall no longer be ravaged; and I will judge between sheep and sheep. 
  23I will set up over them one shepherd, my servant David, and he shall feed them: he shall 
feed them and be their shepherd. 24And I, the LORD, will be their God, and my servant David shall 
be prince among them; I, the LORD, have spoken. 
 

L: The word of the Lord.      
C: Thanks be to God.  
 
PSALM 95:1-7a 
1Come, let us sing to the LORD; let us shout for joy to the rock of our salvation. 
2Let us come before God’s presence with thanksgiving 
  and raise a loud shout to the LORD with psalms. 
3For you, LORD, are a great God, and a great ruler above all gods. 
4In your hand are the caverns of the earth; the heights of the hills are also yours.  
5The sea is yours, for you made it, and your hands have molded the dry land. 
6Come, let us worship and bow down, let us kneel before the LORD our maker. 
7aFor the LORD| is our God, and we are the people of God’s pasture and the sheep of God’s hand. 
 
SECOND READING: Ephesians 1:15-23 
A reading from the second letter to the Ephesians. 
 

15I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, and for this 
reason 16I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers. 17I pray that the 
God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation 
as you come to know him, 18so that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you may know 
what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance 
among the saints, 19and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us who believe, 
according to the working of his great power. 20God put this power to work in Christ when he 
raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, 21far above all 
rule and authority and power and dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in 
this age but also in the age to come. 22And he has put all things under his feet and has made him 
the head over all things for the church, 23which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all. 
 
L: The word of the Lord.      
C: Thanks be to God.  
 

After a brief silence, the assembly stands to welcome the gospel. 

The Gospel Acclamation is sung by a leader 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

 
 
GOSPEL: Matthew 25:31-46 
P: The Holy Gospel, according to Matthew.   
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 31“When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with 
him, then he will sit on the throne of his glory. 32All the nations will be gathered before him, and 
he will separate people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the 
goats, 33and he will put the sheep at his right hand and the goats at the left. 34Then the king will 
say to those at his right hand, ‘Come, you that are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom 
prepared for you from the foundation of the world; 35for I was hungry and you gave me food, I 
was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, 36I was 
naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you 
visited me.’ 37Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry 
and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you something to drink? 38And when was it that we saw 
you a stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing? 39And when was it that we 
saw you sick or in prison and visited you?’ 40And the king will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just 
as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my family you did it to me.’ 41Then 
he will say to those at his left hand, ‘You that are accursed, depart from me into the eternal fire 
prepared for the devil and his angels; 42for I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty 
and you gave me nothing to drink, 43I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and 
you did not give me clothing, sick and in prison and you did not visit me.’ 44Then they also will 
answer, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or 
in prison, and did not take care of you?’ 45Then he will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you 
did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to me.’ 46And these will go away into 
eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.” 
 

P: The Gospel of the Lord.     
C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

The assembly is seated.   

SERMON                                                                                                 The Rev. Robert G. Schaefer 
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A leader sings vs. 1 & 5 of the following hymn on behalf of the assembly. 

 
HYMN OF THE DAY                All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name!                     ELW # 634 

 
NICENE CREED 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
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who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
A: On this the last Sunday of the church year, longing for Christ’s reign to come among us, let us 

pray to see God’s reign in the church, in the world, and with all in need  
 

After each petition of the prayer is said: 
A: You are the great and holy God: 

C: In mercy, receive our prayers. 
 

P: Receive our prayers in the name of Jesus Christ our King of the universe, until that day when 
you gather all creation around your throne where you will reign forever and ever. Amen. 

 
PEACE 
P: The peace of Christ be with you always.       
C: And also with you.         
The assembly sits. 

 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 
Invitation to Offering 
 

SETTING THE TABLE 
 

The Offering Song is sung by a leader on behalf of the assembly. 
 

OFFERING SONG:                         We Give Thee but Thine Own                        ELW# 686 
 



The assembly stands. 

OFFERING PRAYER 
A: Let us pray.   
God of all goodness, generations have turned to you, gathered around your table, and shared 
your abundant blessings. Number us among them that, as we gather these gifts from your 
abundance, and give thanks for your rich blessings, we may feast upon your very self and care 
for all that you have made, through Jesus Christ, our Sovereign and Servant.  
Amen. 
 

We are using a Eucharistic prayer ascribed to St. Hippolytus, a priest in Rome at the 
start of the third century. It was written before the “Holy, Holy” was regularly sung 
and therefore does not include that canticle. We use it now for its simpler form while 
we are not singing as an assembly.  
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The presiding minister greets the assembly and invites all present to give thanks. 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

The presiding minister continues to give thanks: 
We give you thanks, Father, 
through Jesus Christ, your beloved Son,… 
…through whom all glory and honor are yours, almighty Father, 
with the Holy Spirit, in your holy church, both now and forever.  
Amen. 
 

P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.:  
Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses  
as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
Communion 
The bread is broken for the communion.  
P: This is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.  
There is a place for you at the banquet. Come and feast at Jesus’ table. 
The assembly is seated. 
 

Lamb of God and the communion song are sung by a leader on behalf of the assembly. 
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Lamb of God 

 
Communion Song:                                        Beautiful Savior                                    ELW# 838 
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The assembly stands and the assisting minister leads the prayer after communion. 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
A: Let us pray.  
Sovereign God, in this meal you give us a foretaste of the great feast to come.  Keep us faithful to 
you, that we, with all your saints, may at length celebrate the marriage feast of the Lamb, Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

 

Sending 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 
 

Announcements 
 

BLESSING 
 

All may make the sign of the cross as they receive God’s blessing. 
P: The love of God our Creator surround you; 
the grace of Christ our King release you; 
and the Holy Spirit, the Comforter, be your guide and strength; 

and may almighty God bless you, the Father, and the ☩ Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
now and forever. Amen.  
 

The Sending Song is sung by a leader on behalf of the assembly. The assembly turns to 
face the cross as it passes by. 

The assembly turns toward the cross as it passes by. 

SENDING SONG:                      Crown Him with Many Crowns                        ELW# 855 
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DISMISSAL 
A: Go in peace. Set your hope on Christ our King.   
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

 

In response to the amazing love, mercy and grace of God, St. Stephen Lutheran Church 
is a community that openly welcomes all who are seeking God’s divine love and grace. 

All are welcome in this place regardless of race or culture, sexual orientation or gender 
identity, economic situation or life situation, marital or relationship status, or your doubts 

about faith and church. Our unity is in Christ. Your family, children, friends, spouses and partners 
are welcome. Your diversity and uniqueness enriches and expands our community. We are a 
Reconciling in Christ congregation. 
 

IN OUR PRAYERS… 
In our prayers today are these members of our homebound and others of our parish family in need of 
healing: Carol Chmelynski, Lisa Castaneda, Kelly Jacobson, Carol Jacobson, Randy Mottesheard, Marti 
Stroberg, Dolores Lauterberg, Laurel Blake, Dorothy Johnson, James Loggins, Don Schutt, Normagene 
Richardson, Mildred Grady, Rosie & Jimmy Fennelli, Pat Engle.   

 
PRAYERS FOR FRIENDS OF THE PARISH  
✠Carol Patterson. Randy, Missy, Ted, Wanda, Greg, Jason, Melissa, Jon, Carolyne, Jim, Camille, Ann, 
Valerie. ✠ Belinda, Marjorie, Carol, Jimmy, Janice, Letty Gonzalez, Gene, Chris, Amanda, Annette, 
Madison, Mason, Betty, Joanna, Susan, Betty, Chuck, Pat, Bruce, Denny, Bill, Carol, Eric Hecker, E. 
Kuckert, Rose Blair, The Chantal family.  
 
 

IN A FACILITY OR HOMEBOUND:  
Evelyn Braun – 6152 Verde Trail Room 106 Boca Raton, Fl. 33433 
Jim Loggins  - John Knox Village – Woodlands 700 SW 4th St, Pompano Beach, FL 33060 
Bud Danker - 3020 N. Ridge Road Apartment W-316 Ellicott City, MD 21043. 
 

Welcome to in person worship!!!                                                
Please respect our guidelines: 
 We expect everyone to use face masks when in the building. If you 
forget your face covering, we have extras for you, but no one can enter 
the building without a face covering and they must be worn at all times 
except at the moment of communion. Face coverings and water bottles 
will be available near the entrance to the nave for those who need 
them. 
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 Offering plates will be placed on a stand as people enter and exit.  Greeters will stand behind a 
table warmly welcoming worshippers from a distance.   
 

 We continue to encourage electronic giving. 
 

 Outside doors and bathroom doors will be propped open, so no one touches a doorknob or 
handle. 
 

 Initially, following CDC guidelines, all congregational singing will be limited to an individual or 
ensemble who will sing on behalf of the assembly. 
 

 For now, only the verbal greeting of Peace will be exchanged in the liturgy. Sharing the peace for 
now should be nothing more than exchanging a simple bow to those on your right and left. 
 

 There will be one communion station, single file, following the ushers’ directions and the 
markings on the floor to maintain social distancing.  At the time of holy communion, exit the pew 
via the side isles, and go to the rear of the church. As you round the corner to the central isle 
there will be another touchless sanitizing station. Please sanitize your hands and proceed down 
the center isle to receive the sacrament following the floor markers.  The pastor distributing the 
host will try to avoid touching communicants’ hands as much as possible. Communicants are 
reminded to come forward with flat outstretched hands. 
 

 Following the Liturgy, the pastor will be present outside the outer doors to greet people, but will 
remain socially distanced with no physical contact. 

 

Change for Change Tower: Discretionary Fund 
As the holidays approach, during the months of November and December 
we will dedicate the Change for Change Tower to support a new ongoing 
Pastor’s Discretionary Fund. During this difficult time, it will allow the 
pastor to help with emergency needs in the community and in the 
congregation. This would include such things as emergency fuel for a 
stranded motorist, food vouchers for the hungry on a day the Holy Grill is 
not serving, bus passes, emergency overnight accommodations, or other 
special emergency needs that might arise. Please give generously to get 
this fund going. Bring your loose change and bills to church and let's 
fill up the Change for Change Tower.  You may give on line by 
following the link on our homepage at: www.ststephenlutheran.net 

 

New video system has been installed! 
Thanks to a generous memorial gift from Jeanne Pettit and Richard Reichenbach and their 
family in memory of Richard and Jeanne’s mother, Edith Reichenbach. 
 

Save the Date:  Congregation Meeting to elect new Council Members, 
Sunday, December 13. 
Our constitution calls for us to elect congregation council members in December. This year the 
pandemic threatens our in-person gatherings. Our plan for this meeting to elect council members 
include both an in-person meeting following the Eucharist on the Third Sunday in Advent and a live 
online Zoom meeting for those who are no comfortable gathering in the church. Online participants will 
be able to view the proceedings, speak, and vote online. 
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