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Holy Communion 
 

 

INTRODUCTION to the Third Sunday of Easter 
The disciples make a big splash and breakfast with the risen Jesus in the gospel. Wading in the 
water (remembering our baptism) and eating with Jesus (celebrating the holy communion) is our 
weekly encounter with the risen Christ. Jesus asks us, with Peter, again and again: Do you love me? 
And Jesus invites us, again and again, to follow him, bringing the Easter life to others. 
 

Gathering 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 
Choir Prelude 
 
Welcome and Announcements 
 
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
The assembly stands and faces the font. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at 
baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the fountain of living water, the rock who gave us birth, 
our light and our salvation. 
Amen. 
 

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God’s mercy and forgiveness. 
Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 
 

The presiding minister gives thanks. 

We give you thanks, O God, O Living One, for you have created all, and you water the earth 
abundantly. Oceans praise you. Rivers and streams bless you. All life is sustained by you, our 
Source. 
 

We praise you for Christ, the firstborn from the dead, who frees us from sin and raises us up to 
new life. Here at this font we touch the river of the water of life, bright as crystal, flowing 
through the city of God. Here, death is washed away forever. Here, we are grafted into the tree 
of life, with leaves for the healing of the world. 
 

Pour out your Holy Spirit on this water, this assembly, into this community, and throughout all 
creation. 
 

Let this water cleanse us from our fears and drown our divisions; through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

The assembly continues standing to sing, turning to the cross as it passes by.  The assembly is 
sprinkled with water during the procession as a remembrance of baptism. 
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GATHERING SONG:                Christ Is Alive! Let Christians Sing                       ELW# 389 

 

APOSTOLIC GREETING 

P: Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
C: Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 
 
KYRIE 
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P:   Let us pray. 
 

A brief silence is kept, then the presiding minister leads the prayer. 
P: Eternal and all-merciful God, with all the angels and all the saints we laud your majesty and 
might. By the resurrection of your Son, show yourself to us and inspire us to follow Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 
C: Amen. 
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The assembly sits. 
 

Word 
God speaks to us in scripture reading and song. 

 
FIRST READING: Acts 9:1-6  
A reading from Acts. 
 

1Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord, went to the high 
priest 2and asked him for letters to the synagogues at Damascus, so that if he found any who 
belonged to the Way, men or women, he might bring them bound to Jerusalem. 3Now as he was 
going along and approaching Damascus, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him. 4He 
fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?” 5He 
asked, “Who are you, Lord?” The reply came, “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. 6But get up 
and enter the city, and you will be told what you are to do.”  
 

L: The word of the Lord.   C: Thanks be to God.  
 
PSALM 30 
1I will exalt you, O LORD, because you have lifted me up 
  and have not let my enemies triumph over me. 
2O LORD my God, I cried out to you, and you restored me to health. 
3You brought me up, O LORD, from the dead; 
  you restored my life as I was going down to the grave. 
4Sing praise to the LORD, all you faithful; 
  give thanks in holy remembrance.  
5God’s wrath is short; God’s favor lasts a lifetime. 
  Weeping spends the night, but joy comes in the morning. 
6While I felt secure, I said, “I shall never be disturbed. 
7You, LORD, with your favor, made me as strong as the mountains.” 
  Then you hid your face, and I was filled with fear. 
8I cried to you, O LORD; I pleaded with my Lord, saying, 
9“What profit is there in my blood, if I go down to the pit? 
  Will the dust praise you or declare your faithfulness? 
10Hear, O LORD, and have mercy upon me; O LORD, be my helper.”  
11You have turned my wailing into dancing; 
  you have put off my sackcloth and clothed me with joy. 
12Therefore my heart sings to you without ceasing; 
  O LORD my God, I will give you thanks forever.  
 

SECOND READING: Revelation 5:11-14 
A reading from Revelation. 
 

11Then I looked, and I heard the voice of many angels surrounding the throne and the living 
creatures and the elders; they numbered myriads of myriads and thousands of thousands,  
12singing with full voice, “Worthy is the Lamb that was slaughtered to receive power and wealth 
and wisdom and might and honor and glory and blessing!” 13Then I heard every creature in 
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heaven and on earth and under the earth and in the sea, and all that is in them, singing, “To the 
one seated on the throne and to the Lamb be blessing and honor and glory and might forever 
and ever!” 14And the four living creatures said, “Amen!” And the elders fell down and worshiped. 
 

L: The word of the Lord.   C: Thanks be to God.  
 

After a brief silence, the assembly stands to welcome the gospel. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

 
GOSPEL: John 21:1-19 
P: The Holy Gospel, according to John.   C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

1After [he appeared to his followers in Jerusalem,] Jesus showed himself again to the disciples 
by the Sea of Tiberias; and he showed himself in this way. 2Gathered there together were Simon 
Peter, Thomas called the Twin, Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two others 
of his disciples. 3Simon Peter said to them, “I am going fishing.” They said to him, “We will go 
with you.” They went out and got into the boat, but that night they caught nothing. 
  4Just after daybreak, Jesus stood on the beach; but the disciples did not know that it was 
Jesus. 5Jesus said to them, “Children, you have no fish, have you?” They answered him, “No.” 6He 
said to them, “Cast the net to the right side of the boat, and you will find some.” So they cast it, 
and now they were not able to haul it in because there were so many fish. 7That disciple whom 
Jesus loved said to Peter, “It is the Lord!” When Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, he put 
on some clothes, for he was naked, and jumped into the sea. 8But the other disciples came in the 
boat, dragging the net full of fish, for they were not far from the land, only about a hundred 
yards off. 
  9When they had gone ashore, they saw a charcoal fire there, with fish on it, and bread. 10Jesus 
said to them, “Bring some of the fish that you have just caught.” 11So Simon Peter went aboard 
and hauled the net ashore, full of large fish, a hundred fifty-three of them; and though there 
were so many, the net was not torn. 12Jesus said to them, “Come and have breakfast.” Now none 
of the disciples dared to ask him, “Who are you?” because they knew it was the Lord. 13Jesus 
came and took the bread and gave it to them, and did the same with the fish. 14This was now the 
third time that Jesus appeared to the disciples after he was raised from the dead. 
  15When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon son of John, do you 
love me more than these?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.” Jesus said to 
him, “Feed my lambs.” 16A second time he said to him, “Simon son of John, do you love me?” He 
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said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.” Jesus said to him, “Tend my sheep.” 17He said 
to him the third time, “Simon son of John, do you love me?” Peter felt hurt because he said to 
him the third time, “Do you love me?” And he said to him, “Lord, you know everything; you 
know that I love you.” Jesus said to him, “Feed my sheep. 18Very truly, I tell you, when you were 
younger, you used to fasten your own belt and to go wherever you wished. But when you grow 
old, you will stretch out your hands, and someone else will fasten a belt around you and take 
you where you do not wish to go.” 19(He said this to indicate the kind of death by which he 
would glorify God.) After this he said to him, “Follow me.” 
 

P: The Gospel of the Lord.   C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

The assembly is seated.   
 
Children and Youth Message 
 
SERMON                                                                                                 The Rev. Robert G. Schaefer 
 
The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song.  
HYMN OF THE DAY                       Will You Come and Follow Me                      ELW # 798 
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NICENE CREED 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
A: Trusting God’s promise of new life, we pray for the renewal of the church, the world, and all 

of creation. 
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After each petition of the prayer is said: 
A: Hear us O God,   
C: Your mercy is great. 

 

P: We commend these and all our prayers to you, O God. Come near to us with your saving help, 
for the sake of Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. 

C: Amen. 
 
PEACE 
P: The peace of Christ be with you always.      
C: And also with you.         
 
After all have greeted each other the assembly is seated. 
 
 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 

 
OFFERING 
 

The assembly stands. 
 

OFFERING SONG:               Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ                     ELW# 674 
 

 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 
A: Let us pray.  
Risen One, as you broke bread with the disciples on the shore, meet us now in this meal. 
Nourish us to follow you, using our gifts to feed the hungry and tend the weary, and all for your 
love’s sake.  C: Amen.  
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy…we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
The presiding minister continues to give thanks: 
 

Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal: you we praise and glorify, you we worship and 
adore…. 
…Together as the body of Christ, we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes: 
Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again. 
 

Holy God, holy and merciful one, holy and compassionate, … 
…all our sins and sorrows will be no more. 
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

Holy God, holy and merciful one, holy and compassionate, …  
…that we may be a living tree, sharing your bounty with all the world. 
Amen. Come, Holy Spirit. 
 

… O God, O Living One, with the Holy Spirit, in your holy church, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.:  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
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Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses  
as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
forever and ever. Amen. 
 
Communion 
The bread is broken for the communion.  
P: Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 
C: Therefore, let us keep the feast. Alleluia! 
The assembly is seated. 
 

All baptized Christians are invited to participate in the celebration of holy communion. If you 
desire baptism, the pastor would love to speak with you! Those who are not baptized and children 
not yet communing may come forward for a blessing, please cross your arms on your chest if you 
desire a blessing. 
At St. Stephen we receive Holy Communion by receiving the bread and then either drinking directly 
from the cup or by intinction: That means that you may receive the bread in your hand and then 
dip bread in the wine.) 
Gluten free bread is available on the right side. (please ask) 
Alcohol free wine is available on the right side. (please ask) 

 

The body of Christ, given for you.  Response: Amen. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you.  Response: Amen. 
 
Lamb of God 

 



13 
 

 
 
 
Communion Song:                          O Jesus, I Have Promised                               ELW# 810 

 
 
Additional Communion songs are sung as needed 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
A: Let us pray. 
Living God, you have greeted us in our brokenness and nourished us with the body of Christ, 
broken for us. Risen to new life with you, send us now to bear your healing love into the 
wounded world, in the name of our risen Savior and Lord. 
C: Amen. 
 

Sending 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 
BLESSING 
P: “I am the resurrection and the life,” says the Lord. May Christ’s rising lift your spirits and 
gladden your hearts. 
C: Amen.  
 

P: All those who believe in Christ will never perish. May you pass with Christ from death to life. 
C: Amen.  
 

P: Christ has gone to prepare a place for us. May his resurrection bring you all joy and peace in 
believing so that you may abound in hope. 
C: Amen.  
 

All may make the sign of the cross as they receive God’s blessing. 

P: Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit bless you, now and forever. 
C: Amen.  
 
The assembly turns toward the cross as it passes by.  

SENDING SONG:                      Rise, O Church, like Christ Arisen                     ELW# 548 
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DISMISSAL 
A: Go in peace. Remember the poor.     
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

In response to the amazing love, mercy and grace of God, St. Stephen Lutheran Church is a 
community that openly welcomes all who are seeking God’s divine love and grace. All are 

welcome in this place regardless of race or culture, sexual orientation or gender identity, 
economic situation or life situation, marital or relationship status, or your doubts about faith 

and church. Our unity is in Christ. Your family, children, friends, spouses and partners are welcome. Your 
diversity and uniqueness enriches and expands our community. We are a Reconciling in Christ congregation. 
 

THE FLOWERS AT THE ALTAR TODAY are given by Harry Ambrose in loving memory of his 
mother, Mary Ambrose.  
 

IN OUR PRAYERS… 
In our prayers today are these members of our homebound and others of our parish family in need 
of healing: Caroline Smith, Dawn Schramm, Juliet Crawford, Carol Chmelynski, Jimmy & Rosie 
Fennelli, Laurel Blake, Kathy Runk, Edith Reichenback, Audrey Shumway, Jim Loggins, Diane Adler, 
Katie Paff, Roy and Barbara Kaptain, Bob & Jane Reinhold, and Shelley Amato.  
 

Prayers for Friends of the Church: (Please renew your request every 3 weeks)  
✠ Doug, Eleanor, Steven, Joe, “Pop”, Dawn, Annette, Madison, Gene, Mason, Carol, Rayda, Natalie, Harris, 
Brad, Craig, Cheryl, Robert, Chandler, Braemen, Aiden, Becky, Nettie, Mary, Jerry, Liz, Aurea, and Henry 
one year in heaven today ✠ Alan, Amanda, Ernie, Brad, and Alessia ✠ Jill, Bonnie, Jay, Alora, Rosie, 
Jimmy, Sean, Chris, Dalton, Pat Ruth and Pat Jean, Rayda 
 

In a facility or homebound:  
Barbara Kaptain – The Atrium Assistant Living at Boca Raton.  

1080 NW 15TH Room 215 Boca Raton, Fl. 33486  
Jane Reinhold – Platinum Loving Group, P. O. Box 410572, Melbourne, FL 32941 
Evelyn Braun – 6152 Verde Trail Room 106 Boca Raton, Fl. 33433 
Jim Loggins -   John Knox Village - Woodlands 

700 SW 4th St, Pompano Beach, FL 33060 
Bud Danker -  3020 N. Ridge Road Apartment W-316 

Ellicott City, MD 21043 
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Sunday Schedule 

10:15 a.m. Worship 
Holy Communion is celebrated weekly 

11:45 a.m. Confirmation Ministry 

Thursday Eucharist in Lent 

12:15 p.m. & 7:00pm 

Church Staff 

The Rev. Robert G. Schaefer – Pastor 
pastoratststephen@gmail.com 

941-716-5687 
Cesar Vidaud – Director of Music 
Clarence (Teddy) Rowe – Sexton 

Aidee Koach – Administrative Assistant 
sslcpompano@gmail.com 

Office hours: 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 Mon- Fri 
 

Congregation Council 

Larry Jones - President 
councilpresident@ststephenlutheran.net 

Christian Hecker – Vice-president 
Eric Castaneda - Treasurer 
   Natalie Prego – Secretary 

Lynda Smith 
Patricia Engle 

Harry Ambrose 
Dennis Magarrell 

Erika Flanigan  
 

St. Stephen Lutheran Church, ELCA 
2500 NE 14th Street Causeway,  
Pompano Beach, Florida, 33062 

Tele: 954.942.4473 • Fax: 954.942.4474  
www.ststephenlutheran.net                  

www.facebook.com/SSLCPompano 
©2013 All rights reserved.  
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