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Introduction to the Epiphany of Our lord 
The feast of Epiphany (“manifestation”) concludes the Christmas season with a celebration of God’s 
glory revealed in the person of Jesus Christ. In Isaiah and Ephesians, that glory is proclaimed for all 
nations and people. Like the light of the star that guided the magi to Jesus, the light of Christ 
reveals who we are: children of God who are claimed and washed in the waters of baptism. We are 
sent out to be beacons of the light of Christ, sharing the good news of God’s love to all people. 
 

 

Gathering 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

Prelude 
 

Welcome 
 
During this time the CDC and the Bishop’s Office recommend against congregational singing. 
In the building, the ensemble will sing verses 1, 2, and 3. The words and music are here for 
your meditation, please do not sing out loud. 
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 GATHERING SONG:                      As with Gladness Men of Old                              ELW# 302 

 

APOSTOLIC GREETING 

The presiding minister and assembly greet each other. 

P: May the grace and truth and light of Christ, born of Mary, worshipped by the magi, 
be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 
 
KYRIE 
The presiding minister leads the following Kyrie. 
God our Father, you sent your Son full of grace and truth: Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 

Jesus our Savior, you were born in poverty and laid in a manger: Christ, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy. 
 

Spirit of Love, your servant Mary responded joyfully to your call: Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
CANTICLE OF PRAISE          Angels We Have Heard on High                         ELW#289 

 



3 
 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P:   Let us pray. 
 

A brief silence is kept, then the presiding minister leads the prayer. 

P: O God, on this day you revealed your Son to the nations by the leading of a star. Lead us now 
by faith to know your presence in our lives, and bring us at last to the full vision of your glory, 
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 
C: Amen. 
 

The assembly sits. 
 

Word 
God speaks to us in scripture reading and song. 

 
FIRST READING: Isaiah 60:1-6 
 

A reading from Isaiah. 
1Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you. 
2For darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples; but the LORD will arise upon 
you, and his glory will appear over you. 3Nations shall come to your light, and kings to the 
brightness of your dawn. 4Lift up your eyes and look around; they all gather together, they come 
to you; your sons shall come from far away, and your daughters shall be carried on their nurses’ 
arms. 5Then you shall see and be radiant; your heart shall thrill and rejoice, because the 
abundance of the sea shall be brought to you, the wealth of the nations shall come to you.  
6A multitude of camels shall cover you, the young camels of Midian and Ephah; all those from 
Sheba shall come. They shall bring gold and frankincense, and shall proclaim the praise of 
the LORD. 
 

L: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.  
 
PSALM 72:1-7, 10-14 
1Give the king your justice, O God, and your righteousness to the king’s son; 
2that he may rule your people righteously and the poor with justice; 
3that the mountains may bring prosperity to the people, and the hills, in righteousness. 
4Let him defend the needy among the people, rescue the poor, and crush the oppressor.  
5May he live as long as the sun and moon endure, from one generation to another. 
6Let him come down like rain upon the mown field,  
like showers that water the earth. 
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7In his time may the righteous flourish;  
and let there be an abundance of peace till the moon shall be no more. 
10May the kings of Tarshish and of the isles pay tribute,  
and the kings of Sheba and Seba offer gifts.  
11May all kings bow down before him, and all the nations do him service. 
12For the king delivers the poor who cry out in distress,  
  the oppressed, and those who have no helper. 
13He has compassion on the lowly and poor, and preserves the lives of the needy. 
14From oppression and violence he redeems their lives, 
  and precious is their blood in his sight.  
 
SECOND READING: Ephesians 3:1-12 
 

A reading from Ephesians. 
 

1This is the reason that I Paul am a prisoner for Christ Jesus for the sake of you Gentiles—2for 
surely you have already heard of the commission of God’s grace that was given me for you, 3and 
how the mystery was made known to me by revelation, as I wrote above in a few words, 4a 
reading of which will enable you to perceive my understanding of the mystery of Christ. 5In 
former generations this mystery was not made known to humankind, as it has now been 
revealed to his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit: 6that is, the Gentiles have become 
fellow heirs, members of the same body, and sharers in the promise in Christ Jesus through the 
gospel. 7Of this gospel I have become a servant according to the gift of God’s grace that was 
given me by the working of his power. 8Although I am the very least of all the saints, this grace 
was given to me to bring to the Gentiles the news of the boundless riches of Christ, 9and to make 
everyone see what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God who created all things; 10so 
that through the church the wisdom of God in its rich variety might now be made known to the 
rulers and authorities in the heavenly places. 11This was in accordance with the eternal purpose 
that he has carried out in Christ Jesus our Lord, 12in whom we have access to God in boldness 
and confidence through faith in him. 
 

L: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.  
 

After a brief silence, the assembly stands to welcome the gospel. 

The Gospel Acclamation, verse 1 only is sung by a leader 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION AND PROCESSION      We Three Kings                 WOV #646 
 

 We three kings of Orient are; bearing gifts we traverse afar, 
field and fountain, moor and mountain, following yonder star. 

 

Refrain 
Oh, star of wonder, star of night, star with royal beauty bright; 

westward leading, still proceeding, guide us to thy perfect light! 
 
GOSPEL: Matthew 2:1-12 
P: ☩ The Holy Gospel, according to Matthew.   
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
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1In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East 
came to Jerusalem, 2asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we 
observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage.” 3When King Herod heard this, 
he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; 4and calling together all the chief priests and 
scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born. 5They told him, “In 
Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet: 6‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land 
of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who 
is to shepherd my people Israel.’ ” 
  7Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when the 
star had appeared. 8Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the 
child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him 
homage.” 9When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star 
that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was. 10When they 
saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. 11On entering the house, they 
saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening 
their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 12And having been 
warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by another road. 
 

P: The Gospel of the Lord.   C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

As the gospel procession returns the ensemble sings   We Three Kings, (Verse 5). 
Glorious now behold him arise, King and God and Sacrifice; 

heav’n sings alleluia: alleluia the earth replies.   
 

Refrain 
Oh, star of wonder, star of night, star with royal beauty bright; 

westward leading, still proceeding, guide us to thy perfect light! 
The assembly is seated.   

SERMON                                                                                               
 

The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song.  

The ensemble sings all verses of the following hymn on behalf of the assembly. 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY           The First Noel     ELW # 300 
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NICENE CREED 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 
he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
A: Joining our voices with the song of the angels and the gifts of the magi, let us pray for the 

church, the world, and all who are in need. 
 

After each petition of the prayer is said: 
A: O God, shining with grace, in your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 
 

P: That God will receive these prayers, for the sake of the divine infant before whom we 
reverently kneel, we pray, now and forever.  C: Amen. 

 
PEACE  
P: The peace of Christ be with you always.      
C: And also with you. 
 

The assembly is seated. 
 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 
 

Invitation to Offering 
 

SETTING THE TABLE 
 

The Offering Song is sung by a leader on behalf of the assembly. 

OFFERING SONG:                              What Child Is This                                   ELW# 296 

The assembly stands 
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OFFERING PRAYER 
A: Let us pray.  Holy God, your beauty shines forth from the manger and your love flows from 
the cross. As you gather us around these signs of your love come among us, warm us to extend 
your care among the hungry and all in need. We ask this through Christ the Lord.   
C: Amen.   
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The presiding minister greets the assembly and invites all present to give thanks. 

 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy…we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
 

The presiding minister continues to give thanks: 
You are holy, O God of majesty, … 
…Great is the mystery of faith.  
Dying you destroyed our death, 
rising you restored our life. 
Lord Jesus, come in glory. 
 

… all glory and honor are yours, almighty God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses  
as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
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Communion 
The bread is broken for the communion. 
P: This is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. Love has come: God’s love for all 
people. Come and eat, for Christ invites you. 
The assembly is seated. 
 

P: The body of Christ, given for you.  Response: Amen. 
 

Lamb of God and the communion song are sung by a leader on behalf of the assembly. 

 
Lamb of God 

 
 

Communion Song:                                     Shine, Jesus, Shine                                ELW# 671      
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The assembly stands and the assisting minister leads the prayer after communion. 

 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
A: Let us pray.  
God of wonder, in Jesus we behold the light of the world come near.  As you have come among 
us now, send us out in joy, hastening to share the good news of your love. We ask this in the 
name of Jesus, through the Spirit dwelling among us now and forever.   
 
C: Amen. 
 

 

Sending 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 

Announcements 
 
BLESSING 
P: May you be filled with the wonder of Mary, the obedience of Joseph, the joy of the angels, 
the eagerness of the shepherds, the determination of the magi, and the peace of the Christ child. 
 

All may make the sign of the cross as they receive God’s blessing. 

Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

Verses 1, 3 and 4 of the Sending Song is sung by the ensemble on behalf of the assembly. 
The assembly turns to face the cross as it passes by. 
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SENDING SONG:                     Angels From the Realms of Glory                               ELW# 275 

 
 

DISMISSAL 
A: Go in peace. Share the joy of Christ. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
 

In response to the amazing love, mercy and grace of God, St. Stephen Lutheran 
Church is a community that openly welcomes all who are seeking God’s divine love 

and grace. All are welcome in this place regardless of race or culture, sexual 
orientation or gender identity, economic situation or life situation, marital or 

relationship status, or your doubts about faith and church. Our unity is in Christ. Your family, 
children, friends, spouses and partners are welcome. Your diversity and uniqueness enriches and 
expands our community. We are a Reconciling in Christ congregation. 
 

IN OUR PRAYERS… 
In our prayers today are these members of our homebound and others of our parish family 
in need of healing: George, Carol Chmelynski, Lisa Castaneda, Kelly Jacobson, Carol Jacobson, 
Marti Stroberg, Dolores Lauterberg, Laurel Blake, Dorothy Johnson, James Loggins, Don 
Schutt, Normagene Richardson, Mildred Grady, Rosie & Jimmy Fennelli, Pat Engle.   
 
PRAYERS FOR FRIENDS OF THE PARISH  
✠ Carol, Valerie, Jason, Melissa, Jon, Carolyne, James, Camille, Greg, and Wanda ✠ Shauna 
Widman, Claire Sprague, Mulvihill’s family at the death of Catherine Mulvihill.  
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IN A FACILITY OR HOMEBOUND:  
Evelyn Braun – 6152 Verde Trail Room 106 Boca Raton, Fl. 33433 
Jim Loggins  - John Knox Village – Woodlands 700 SW 4th St, Pompano Beach, FL 33060 
Bud Danker - 3020 N. Ridge Road Apartment W-316 Ellicott City, MD 21043. 
 

Welcome to in person worship!!!  Please respect our guidelines: 
We expect everyone to use face masks when in the building. If you forget your face covering, we 
have extras for you, but no one can enter the building without a face covering and they must be 
worn at all times except at the moment of communion. Face coverings and water bottles will be 
available near the entrance to the nave for those who need them.  Initially, following CDC 
guidelines, all congregational singing will be limited to an individual or ensemble who will sing 
on behalf of the assembly.  For now, only the verbal greeting of Peace will be exchanged in the 
liturgy. Sharing the peace for now should be nothing more than exchanging a simple bow to 
those on your right and left.  There will be one communion station, single file, following the 
ushers’ directions and the markings on the floor to maintain social distancing.  At the time of 
holy communion, exit the pew via the side isles, and go to the rear of the church. As you round 
the corner to the central isle there will be another touchless sanitizing station. Please sanitize 
your hands and proceed down the center isle to receive the sacrament following the floor 
markers.  The pastor distributing the host will try to avoid touching communicants’ hands as 
much as possible. Communicants are reminded to come forward with flat outstretched hands. 
 

Change for Change Tower: Discretionary Fund 
Until the end of the Christmas season, we dedicate the Change for Change Tower to support a 
new ongoing Pastor’s Discretionary Fund. During this difficult time, it will allow the pastor to 
help with emergency needs in the community and in the congregation. This would include such 
things as emergency fuel for a stranded motorist, food vouchers for the hungry on a day the 
Holy Grill is not serving, bus passes, emergency overnight accommodations, or other special 
emergency needs that might arise. Please give generously to get this fund going. Bring your 
loose change and bills to church and let's fill up the Change for Change Tower.  You may 
give on line by following the link on our homepage at: www.ststephenlutheran.net 

 

 
 
Please take some time to pray about your gift to Christ and his church in 2021, and then return 
the commitment card to the marked box on Sunday morning, drop it in the office mail box, or 
send via the mail to St. Stephen between now and the Baptism of our Lord, January 10. 
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