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January 24, 2021          Third Sunday after Epiphany                       10:15am
                  

Holy Communion 
                   

Introduction to the Third Sunday after Epiphany 
As we continue through the time after Epiphany, stories of the call to discipleship show us the 
implications of our baptismal calling to show Christ to the world. Jesus begins proclaiming the 
good news and calling people to repentance right after John the Baptist is arrested for preaching 
in a similar way. Knowing that John was later executed, we see at the very outset the cost of 
discipleship. Still, the two sets of brothers leave everything they have known and worked for all 
their lives to follow Jesus and fish for people. 

 

Gathering 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

Prelude 
 

Welcome 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross in remembrance of baptism as the pressing minister begins.  

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the eternal voice from heaven,  
the anointed and beloved one, the Spirit moving over the waters. Amen. 
 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are 
hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
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As we approach the mystery of God, let us come in confession, 
trusting the love of Christ crucified and risen. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves.  
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed,  
by what we have done and by what we have left undone.  
We have not loved you with our whole heart;  
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,  
so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways,  
to the glory of your holy name.  Amen. 
 

The presiding minister announces God’s forgiveness  
Beloved of God, you have not received the spirit of the world, but the Spirit that is from God, 
poured out for you in the faithfulness of Jesus Christ. Receive the promise of baptism: 
You are God’s child; all your sins are forgiven in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son and of 
the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 

During this time the CDC and the Bishop’s Office recommend against congregational singing. 
In the building, the ensemble will sing verses 1 and 3. The words and music are here for your 
meditation, please do not sing out loud. 
 

 GATHERING SONG:             You Have Come Down to the Lakeshore              ELW# 817 
(Verses 1 & 3)
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APOSTOLIC GREETING 
The presiding minister and assembly greet each other. 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
CANTICLE OF PRAISE:    Glory to God  
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P:   Let us pray. 
 

A brief silence is kept, then the presiding minister leads the prayer. 

P: Almighty God, by grace alone you call us and accept us in your service. Strengthen us by your 
Spirit, and make us worthy of your call, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
C: Amen. 
 

The assembly sits. 
 

Word 
God speaks to us in scripture reading and song. 

 
FIRST READING: Jonah 3:1-5, 10 

A reading from Jonah. 
1The word of the LORD came to Jonah a second time, saying, 2“Get up, go to Nineveh, that great 
city, and proclaim to it the message that I tell you.” 3So Jonah set out and went to Nineveh, 
according to the word of the LORD. Now Nineveh was an exceedingly large city, a three days’ 
walk across. 4Jonah began to go into the city, going a day’s walk. And he cried out, “Forty days 
more, and Nineveh shall be overthrown!” 5And the people of Nineveh believed God; they 
proclaimed a fast, and everyone, great and small, put on sackcloth. 
  10When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil ways, God changed his mind 
about the calamity that he had said he would bring upon them; and he did not do it. 
 

L: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.  
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PSALM 62:5-12 
5For God alone I wait in silence; truly, my hope is in God. 
6God alone is my rock and my salvation, my stronghold, so that I shall never be shaken. 
7In God is my deliverance and my honor; God is my strong rock and my refuge. 
8Put your trust in God always, O people, 
  pour out your hearts before the one who is our refuge.  
9Those of high degree are but a fleeting breath; those of low estate cannot be trusted. 
  Placed on the scales together they weigh even less than a breath. 
10Put no trust in extortion; in robbery take no empty pride; 
  though wealth increase, set not your heart upon it. 
11God has spoken once, twice have I heard it, that power belongs to God. 
12Steadfast love belongs to you, O Lord, for you repay all according to their deeds.  
 
SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 7:29-31 
A reading from First Corinthians. 
29Brothers and sisters, the appointed time has grown short; from now on, let even those who 
have wives be as though they had none, 30and those who mourn as though they were not 
mourning, and those who rejoice as though they were not rejoicing, and those who buy as 
though they had no possessions, 31and those who deal with the world as though they had no 
dealings with it. For the present form of this world is passing away. 
 

L: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.  
 

After a brief silence, the assembly stands to welcome the gospel. 

The Gospel Acclamation is sung by a leader 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

 
GOSPEL: Mark 1:14-20 
P: ☩ The Holy Gospel, according to Mark.   
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

14Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God, 15and 
saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, and believe in the 
good news.” 16As Jesus passed along the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew 
casting a net into the sea—for they were fishermen. 17And Jesus said to them, “Follow me and I 
will make you fish for people.” 18And immediately they left their nets and followed him. 19As he 
went a little farther, he saw James son of Zebedee and his brother John, who were in their boat 
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mending the nets. 20Immediately he called them; and they left their father Zebedee in the boat 
with the hired men, and followed him. 
 

P: The Gospel of the Lord.   C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

The assembly is seated.   

SERMON                                                                                               
 

The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song. 
  

The ensemble sings verses 1 & 3 of the following hymn on behalf of the assembly. 

HYMN OF THE DAY                     Jesus Calls Us; o’er Tumult                               ELW # 696 
(Verses 1 & 3) 

 
 

APOSTLES CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 



7 
 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
A:    Guided by Christ made known to the nations, let us offer our prayers for the church, the 

world, and all people in need. 
 

A brief silence.  After each petition of the prayer is said: 
 …let us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 
 

P: Merciful God, hear the prayers of your people, spoken or silent, for the sake of the one who 
dwells among us, your Son, Jesus Christ our Savior. 
C: Amen. 
 
PEACE  
P: The peace of Christ be with you always.      
C: And also with you. 
The assembly is seated. 

 
 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 
 

Invitation to Offering 
 

SETTING THE TABLE 
 

The Offering Song is sung by a leader on behalf of the assembly. 
 
 

OFFERING SONG:                        Let Us Go Now to the Banquet                           ELW# 523 



 
The assembly stands 
OFFERING PRAYER 
A: Let us pray. God of all creation, all you have made is good, and your love endures forever. You 
bring forth bread from the earth and fruit from the vine. Nourish us with these gifts, that we 
might be for the world signs of your gracious presence in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
C: Amen.   
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The presiding minister greets the assembly and invites all present to give thanks. 
The Lord be with you.   
And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts.   
We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy…we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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The presiding minister continues to give thanks: 
We praise you, eternal God, through Christ your Word made flesh. … 
…with thanksgiving we lift this bread and cup before you and proclaim the mystery of faith.  
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 

… all glory and honor are yours, almighty God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses  
as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Communion 
The bread is broken for the communion. 
P: This is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. Here is bread; here is wine. Here 
is Jesus.  Come and be fed. 
 

The assembly is seated. 
P: The body of Christ, given for you.  Response: Amen. 
 

Lamb of God and the communion song are sung by a leader on behalf of the assembly. 

Lamb of God 
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Communion Song:                    All Who Hunger, Gather Gladly                        ELW# 461 

 
 
The assembly stands and the assisting minister leads the prayer after communion. 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
A: Let us pray. Christ Jesus, at this table we have feasted on your very life in your body and 
blood and are strengthened for our journey. Send us forth from this banquet nourished in body 
and in spirit to proclaim your good news and serve others in your name; for you are Lord, now 
and forever. C: Amen. 

 
 

Sending 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 

Announcements 
 

BLESSING 
P: God the creator strengthen you; Jesus the beloved fill you; and the Holy Spirit the 
comforter keep you in peace; 
All may make the sign of the cross as they receive God’s blessing. 

and may Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.  Amen. 
 

Verses 1 and 4 of the Sending Song is sung by the ensemble on behalf of the assembly. 
The assembly turns to face the cross as it passes by. 
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SENDING SONG:                    We Are Marching in the Light of God                     ELW# 866 
(Verses 1 & 4) 

 
 

DISMISSAL 
A: Go in peace. Be the light of Christ. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
 

In response to the amazing love, mercy and grace of God, St. Stephen Lutheran Church is a 
community that openly welcomes all who are seeking God’s divine love and grace. All are 

welcome in this place regardless of race or culture, sexual orientation or gender identity, 
economic situation or life situation, marital or relationship status, or your doubts about faith 

and church. Our unity is in Christ. Your family, children, friends, spouses and partners are welcome. Your 
diversity and uniqueness enriches and expands our community. We are a Reconciling in Christ congregation. 
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IN OUR PRAYERS… 
In our prayers today are these members of our homebound and others of our parish family in need 
of healing: Constance Brown, Natalie Prego, Carol Chmelynski, Marti Stroberg, Dolores Lauterberg, 
Laurel Blake, Dorothy Johnson, Don Schutt, Normagene Richardson, Mildred Grady, Jimmy Fennelli,  
 

PRAYERS FOR FRIENDS OF THE PARISH  
✠ Valerie, Greg, Jason, Melissa, Jon, James, Carolyne, Camille, Carol, Wanda, and Ann ✠ Annette, 
Madison, Mason, Gene, Chris, Amanda, Betty, Chuck, Joanna, Betty, Susan, Denny, Bill, Jerry, Aiden, 
Chandler, Becky, Craig, Cheryl, Robert, Braemen, Taylor, Janice, Rae, Carol, Eric Hecker, U. Kuckert, 
Nelson Jr., Judy Fwartz, Mary Anne Broehm.  
 

IN A FACILITY OR HOMEBOUND:  
Evelyn Braun – 6152 Verde Trail Room 106 Boca Raton, Fl. 33433 
Jim Loggins  - John Knox Village – Woodlands 700 SW 4th St, Pompano Beach, FL 33060 
Bud Danker - 3020 N. Ridge Road Apartment W-316 Ellicott City, MD 21043. 
 

Flowers this week sponsored by: Carol & Kelly Jacobson in loving memory of Don Burroughs.  
 

Welcome to in person worship!!!  Please respect our guidelines: 
We expect everyone to use face masks when in the building. If you forget your face covering, we have 
extras for you, but no one can enter the building without a face covering and they must be worn at all 
times except at the moment of communion. Face coverings and water bottles will be available near the 
entrance to the nave for those who need them.  Initially, following CDC guidelines, all congregational 
singing will be limited to an individual or ensemble who will sing on behalf of the assembly.  For now, 
only the verbal greeting of Peace will be exchanged in the liturgy. Sharing the peace for now should be 
nothing more than exchanging a simple bow to those on your right and left.  There will be one 
communion station, single file, following the ushers’ directions and the markings on the floor to 
maintain social distancing.  At the time of holy communion, exit the pew via the side isles, and go to the 
rear of the church. As you round the corner to the central isle there will be another touchless sanitizing 
station. Please sanitize your hands and proceed down the center isle to receive the sacrament following 
the floor markers.  The pastor distributing the host will try to avoid touching communicants’ hands as 
much as possible. Communicants are reminded to come forward with flat outstretched hands. 
 

Zoom into a Bible Study on the Gospel of John 
We will begin an online live Zoom Bible Study of the Gospel of John this Thursday, January 28 at 

7:00pm.  All you need is the Zoom link (it’s in the E-Update) and your own (preferably) New Revised 

Standard Version (NRSV) of the bible. If you don’t have a bible at home, be in touch with me and I will 

get you one. We will gather for about an hour each week for this 12-week bible study on the fourth 

gospel.  John is the last gospel to be written and is different in character from the other three synoptic 

gospels. Join us and why John is so different and what we learn from this theologically developed gospel.  
 

January Change for Change Tower 
As the pandemic continues, in January and until the start of Lent, we return to supporting Feeding South 

Florida with our Change for Change donations.  Feeding South Florida is committed to serving the 

community during this rapidly evolving and unprecedented time of increased need.  To help provide 

food and services to all who need it, they’ve launched the Feeding South Florida COVID-19 Response 

Fund. These critical funds allow us to mobilize quickly so please donate this week! 
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