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January 17, 2021          Second Sunday after Epiphany                       10:15am 
                  

Holy Communion 
                   

Introduction to the Second Sunday after Epiphany 
We return to “ordinary time.” The vestments and paraments are green, signifying growth. All the 
baptized have a calling in God’s world. God calls not just pastors and deacons but also the youngest 
child, like Samuel. The story of the calling of Nathanael plays with the idea of place. Nathanael 
initially dismisses Jesus because he comes from Nazareth. But where we come from isn’t important; 
it’s where—or rather whom—we come to. Jesus refers to Jacob, who had a vision in a place he 
called “the house of God, and . . . the gate of heaven” (Gen. 28:17). Jesus says he himself is the place 
where Nathanael will meet God. 

 

Gathering 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

Prelude 
 

Welcome 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross in remembrance of baptism as the pressing minister begins.  

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the eternal voice from heaven,  
the anointed and beloved one, the Spirit moving over the waters. 
Amen. 
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Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are 
hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

As we approach the mystery of God, let us come in confession, 
trusting the love of Christ crucified and risen. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves.  
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed,  
by what we have done and by what we have left undone.  
We have not loved you with our whole heart;  
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,  
so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways,  
to the glory of your holy name.  Amen. 
 

The presiding minister announces God’s forgiveness  
Beloved of God, you have not received the spirit of the world, but the Spirit that is from God, 
poured out for you in the faithfulness of Jesus Christ. Receive the promise of baptism: 
You are God’s child; all your sins are forgiven in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son and of 
the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 

During this time the CDC and the Bishop’s Office recommend against congregational singing. 
In the building, the ensemble will sing verses 1, and 3. The words and music are here for your 
meditation, please do not sing out loud. 
 

 GATHERING SONG:                                 O Zion, Haste                                            ELW# 668 
(Verses 1 & 3) 
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APOSTOLIC GREETING 
The presiding minister and assembly greet each other. 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
CANTICLE OF PRAISE:    Glory to God  
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P:   Let us pray. 
 

A brief silence is kept, then the presiding minister leads the prayer. 
P: Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ, most merciful redeemer, for the countless blessings and 
benefits you give. May we know you more clearly, love you more dearly, and follow you more 
nearly, day by day praising you, with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C: Amen. 
 

The assembly sits. 
 

Word 
God speaks to us in scripture reading and song. 

 
FIRST READING: 1 Samuel 3:1-10  

A reading from First Samuel. 
1Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the LORD under Eli. The word of the LORD was rare in 
those days; visions were not widespread. 
  2At that time Eli, whose eyesight had begun to grow dim so that he could not see, was lying 
down in his room; 3the lamp of God had not yet gone out, and Samuel was lying down in the 
temple of the LORD, where the ark of God was. 4Then the LORD called, “Samuel! Samuel!” and he 
said, “Here I am!” 5and ran to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” But he said, “I did not 
call; lie down again.” So he went and lay down. 6The LORD called again, “Samuel!” Samuel got up 
and went to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” But he said, “I did not call, my son; lie 
down again.” 7Now Samuel did not yet know the LORD, and the word of the LORD had not yet 
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been revealed to him. 8The LORD called Samuel again, a third time. And he got up and went to Eli, 
and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” Then Eli perceived that the LORD was calling the 
boy. 9Therefore Eli said to Samuel, “Go, lie down; and if he calls you, you shall say, ‘Speak, LORD, 
for your servant is listening.’ ” So Samuel went and lay down in his place. 
  10Now the LORD came and stood there, calling as before, “Samuel! Samuel!” And Samuel said, 
“Speak, for your servant is listening.”  

L: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.  
 
PSALM 139:1-6, 13-18 
1LORD, you have searched me out; O LORD, you have known me. 
2You know my sitting down and my rising up; you discern my thoughts from afar. 
3You trace my journeys and my resting-places and are acquainted with all my ways. 
4Indeed, there is not a word on my lips, but you, O LORD, know it altogether.  
5You encompass me, behind and before, and lay your hand upon me. 
6Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; it is so high that I cannot attain to it. 
13For you yourself created my  inmost parts; you knit me together in my mother’s womb. 
14I will thank you because I am marvelously made;  
  your works are wonderful, and I know it well.  
15My body was not hidden from you, 
  while I was being made in secret and woven in the depths of the earth. 
16Your eyes beheld my limbs, yet unfinished in the womb;  
         all of them were written in your book; 
  my days were fashioned before they came to be. 
17How deep I find your thoughts, O God! How great is the sum of them! 
18If I were to count them, they would be more in number than the sand; 
  to count them all, my life span would need to be like yours.  
 
SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 6:12-20 
A reading from First Corinthians. 
 

12“All things are lawful for me,” but not all things are beneficial. “All things are lawful for me,” 
but I will not be dominated by anything. 13“Food is meant for the stomach and the stomach for 
food,” and God will destroy both one and the other. The body is meant not for fornication but for 
the Lord, and the Lord for the body. 14And God raised the Lord and will also raise us by his 
power. 15Do you not know that your bodies are members of Christ? Should I therefore take the 
members of Christ and make them members of a prostitute? Never! 16Do you not know that 
whoever is united to a prostitute becomes one body with her? For it is said, “The two shall be 
one flesh.” 17But anyone united to the Lord becomes one spirit with him. 18Shun fornication! 
Every sin that a person commits is outside the body; but the fornicator sins against the body 
itself. 19Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, which you 
have from God, and that you are not your own? 20For you were bought with a price; therefore 
glorify God in your body. 
 
L: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.  
 

After a brief silence, the assembly stands to welcome the gospel. 

The Gospel Acclamation is sung by a leader 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

 
GOSPEL: John 1:43-51 
P: ☩ The Holy Gospel, according to John.   
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

43The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, “Follow 
me.” 44Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. 45Philip found Nathanael 
and said to him, “We have found him about whom Moses in the law and also the prophets wrote, 
Jesus son of Joseph from Nazareth.” 46Nathanael said to him, “Can anything good come out of 
Nazareth?” Philip said to him, “Come and see.” 47When Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward him, 
he said of him, “Here is truly an Israelite in whom there is no deceit!” 48Nathanael asked him, 
“Where did you get to know me?” Jesus answered, “I saw you under the fig tree before Philip 
called you.” 49Nathanael replied, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King of 
Israel!” 50Jesus answered, “Do you believe because I told you that I saw you under the fig tree? 
You will see greater things than these.” 51And he said to him, “Very truly, I tell you, you will see 
heaven opened and the angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of Man.” 
 

P: The Gospel of the Lord.   C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

The assembly is seated.   

SERMON                                                                                               
 

The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song. 
  

The ensemble sings verses 1 & 3 of the following hymn on behalf of the assembly. 

HYMN OF THE DAY                                Here I Am, Lord                                        ELW # 574 
(Verses 1 & 3) 
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APOSTLES CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
A:    Guided by Christ made known to the nations, let us offer our prayers for the church, the 

world, and all people in need. 
 

A brief silence.  After each petition of the prayer is said: 

 …let us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 
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P: Merciful God, hear the prayers of your people, spoken or silent, for the sake of the one who 
dwells among us, your Son, Jesus Christ our Savior. 
C: Amen. 
 

PEACE  
P: The peace of Christ be with you always.      
C: And also with you. 
The assembly is seated. 
 
 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 
 

Invitation to Offering 
 

SETTING THE TABLE 
 
 

The Offering Song is sung by a leader on behalf of the assembly. 
 
 

OFFERING SONG:                           God Extends an Invitation                           ELW# 486 

 
The assembly stands 
OFFERING PRAYER 
A: Let us pray. God of all creation, all you have made is good, and your love endures forever. You 
bring forth bread from the earth and fruit from the vine. Nourish us with these gifts, that we 
might be for the world signs of your gracious presence in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
C: Amen.   
 



9 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The presiding minister greets the assembly and invites all present to give thanks. 
The Lord be with you.   
And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts.   
We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy…we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
 

The presiding minister continues to give thanks: 
We praise you, eternal God, through Christ your Word made flesh. … 
…with thanksgiving we lift this bread and cup before you and proclaim the mystery of faith.  
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 

… all glory and honor are yours, almighty God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses  
as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Communion 
The bread is broken for the communion. 
P: This is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. Here is bread; here is wine. Here 
is Jesus.  Come and be fed. 
 

The assembly is seated. 
P: The body of Christ, given for you.  Response: Amen. 
 

Lamb of God and the communion song are sung by a leader on behalf of the assembly. 
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Lamb of God 

 
 

Communion Song:                              Lord, Be Glorified                                     ELW# 744   

 
 
The assembly stands and the assisting minister leads the prayer after communion. 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
A: Let us pray. Christ Jesus, at this table we have feasted on your very life in your body and 
blood and are strengthened for our journey. Send us forth from this banquet nourished in body 
and in spirit to proclaim your good news and serve others in your name; for you are Lord, now 
and forever. C: Amen. 
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Sending 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 

Announcements 
 

BLESSING 
P: God the creator strengthen you; Jesus the beloved fill you; and the Holy Spirit the 
comforter keep you in peace; 
All may make the sign of the cross as they receive God’s blessing. 

and may Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.  Amen. 
 

Verses 1, and 4 of the Sending Song is sung by the ensemble on behalf of the assembly. 
The assembly turns to face the cross as it passes by. 

SENDING SONG:                     Songs of Thankfulness and Praise                          ELW# 310 
(Verses 1 & 4) 

 
 

DISMISSAL 
A: Go in peace. Be the light of Christ. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
 

In response to the amazing love, mercy and grace of God, St. Stephen Lutheran Church is a 
community that openly welcomes all who are seeking God’s divine love and grace. All are 

welcome in this place regardless of race or culture, sexual orientation or gender identity, 
economic situation or life situation, marital or relationship status, or your doubts about faith 

and church. Our unity is in Christ. Your family, children, friends, spouses and partners are welcome. Your 
diversity and uniqueness enriches and expands our community. We are a Reconciling in Christ congregation. 
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IN OUR PRAYERS… 
In our prayers today are these members of our homebound and others of our parish family in need 
of healing: Natalie Prego, George Arce, Carol Chmelynski, Lisa Castaneda, Kelly Jacobson, Carol 
Jacobson, Marti Stroberg, Dolores Lauterberg, Laurel Blake, Dorothy Johnson, James Loggins, Don 
Schutt, Normagene Richardson, Mildred Grady, Rosie & Jimmy Fennelli, Pat Engle.   
 

PRAYERS FOR FRIENDS OF THE PARISH  
✠ Annette, Madison, Mason, Gene, Chris, Amanda, Betty, Chuck, Joanna, Betty, Susan, Denny, Bill, Jerry, 
Aiden, Chandler, Becky, Craig, Cheryl, Robert, Braemen, Taylor, Janice, Rae, Carol, Eric Hecker, U. 
Kuckert. 
 

IN A FACILITY OR HOMEBOUND:  
Evelyn Braun – 6152 Verde Trail Room 106 Boca Raton, Fl. 33433 
Jim Loggins  - John Knox Village – Woodlands 700 SW 4th St, Pompano Beach, FL 33060 
Bud Danker - 3020 N. Ridge Road Apartment W-316 Ellicott City, MD 21043. 
 

Welcome to in person worship!!!  Please respect our guidelines: 
We expect everyone to use face masks when in the building. If you forget your face covering, we have 
extras for you, but no one can enter the building without a face covering and they must be worn at all 
times except at the moment of communion. Face coverings and water bottles will be available near the 
entrance to the nave for those who need them.  Initially, following CDC guidelines, all congregational 
singing will be limited to an individual or ensemble who will sing on behalf of the assembly.  For now, 
only the verbal greeting of Peace will be exchanged in the liturgy. Sharing the peace for now should be 
nothing more than exchanging a simple bow to those on your right and left.  There will be one 
communion station, single file, following the ushers’ directions and the markings on the floor to 
maintain social distancing.  At the time of holy communion, exit the pew via the side isles, and go to the 
rear of the church. As you round the corner to the central isle there will be another touchless sanitizing 
station. Please sanitize your hands and proceed down the center isle to receive the sacrament following 
the floor markers.  The pastor distributing the host will try to avoid touching communicants’ hands as 
much as possible. Communicants are reminded to come forward with flat outstretched hands. 
 

Zoom into a Bible Study on the Gospel of John 
We will begin an online live Zoom Bible Study of the Gospel of John on Thursday, January 28 at 7:00pm.  

All you need is the Zoom link (watch for it!) and your own (preferably) New Revised Standard Version 

(NRSV) of the bible. If you don’t have a bible at home, be in touch with me and I will get you one. We will 

gather for about an hour each week for this 12-week bible study on the fourth gospel.  John is the last 

gospel to be written and is different in character from the other three synoptic gospels. Join us and why 

John is so different and what we learn from this theologically developed gospel.  
 

January Change for Change Tower 
As the pandemic continues, in January and until the start of Lent, we return to supporting Feeding South 

Florida with our Change for Change donations.  Feeding South Florida is committed to serving the 

community during this rapidly evolving and unprecedented time of increased need.  To help provide 

food and services to all who need it, they’ve launched the Feeding South Florida COVID-19 Response 

Fund. These critical funds allow us to mobilize quickly so please donate this week! 
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