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Encouraging and 

strengthening faith in Jesus,  
and sharing the joy of God’s love. 

 

January 10, 202                       Baptism of Our Lord                           10:15am 
                  

Festival Holy Communion 
                   

Introduction to the Baptism of Our lord 
Our re-creation in baptism is an image of the Genesis creation, where the Spirit of God moved over 
the waters. Both Mark’s gospel and the story in Acts make clear that it is the Spirit’s movement 
that distinguishes Jesus’ baptism from John’s. The Spirit has come upon us as upon Jesus and the 
Ephesians, calling us God’s beloved children and setting us on Jesus’ mission to re-create the world 
in the image of God’s vision of justice and peace. 

 

Gathering 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

Prelude 
 

Welcome 
 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
All may make the sign of the cross in remembrance of baptism as the pressing minister begins.  

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,  
the eternal voice from heaven, the anointed and beloved one, the Spirit moving over the waters. 
Amen. 
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The presiding minister addresses the assembly. 
Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism,  
we are clothed with God's mercy and forgiveness. 
As we celebrate the Baptism of our Lord, let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 
 

The presiding minister gives thanks over the water. 
We give you thanks, O God, … 
…To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.  C: Amen. 
 

The service continues with gathering song. As a reminder of the gift of baptism, the assembly is sprinkled 
with water during the singing. 

During this time the CDC and the Bishop’s Office recommend against congregational singing. 
In the building, the ensemble will sing verses 1, 2, and 4. The words and music are here for 
your meditation, please do not sing out loud. 

 
 GATHERING SONG:            Christ, When for Us You Were Baptized             ELW# 304 

(Verses 1, 2 & 4) 

 

APOSTOLIC GREETING 

The presiding minister and assembly greet each other. 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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KYRIE 
The assisting minister leads the following Kyrie. 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 

Christ, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy. 
 

Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
CANTICLE OF PRAISE:    Glory to God  
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P:   Let us pray. 
 

A brief silence is kept, then the presiding minister leads the prayer. 
P: Holy God, creator of light and giver of goodness, your voice moves over the waters. Immerse 
us in your grace, and transform us by your Spirit, that we may follow after your Son, Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 
C: Amen. 
 

The assembly sits. 
 

Word 
God speaks to us in scripture reading and song. 

 
FIRST READING: Genesis 1:1-5 
 

A reading from Genesis. 
1In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, 2the earth was a formless void 
and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the 
waters. 3Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light. 4And God saw that the light was 
good; and God separated the light from the darkness. 5God called the light Day, and the darkness 
he called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first day. 
 

L: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.  
 
PSALM 29 
1Ascribe to the LORD, you gods, ascribe to the LORD glory and strength. 
2Ascribe to the LORD the glory due God’s name; 
  worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness. 
3The voice of the LORD is upon the waters; the God of glory thunders; 
  the LORD is upon the mighty waters. 
4The voice of the LORD is a powerful voice; 
  the voice of the LORD is a voice of splendor.  
5The voice of the LORD breaks the cedar trees; 
  the LORD breaks the cedars of Lebanon; 
6the LORD makes Lebanon skip like a calf, 
  and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox. 
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7The voice of the LORD bursts forth in lightning flashes. 
8The voice of the LORD shakes the wilderness; 
  the LORD shakes the wilderness of Kadesh.  
9The voice of the LORD makes the oak trees writhe and strips the forests bare. 
  And in the temple of the LORD all are crying, “Glory!” 
10The LORD sits enthroned above the flood; 
  the LORD sits enthroned as king forevermore. 
11O LORD, give strength to your people; 
  give them, O LORD, the blessings of peace.  
 
SECOND READING: Acts 19:1-7 
A reading from Acts. 
 

1While Apollos was in Corinth, Paul passed through the interior regions and came to Ephesus, 
where he found some disciples. 2He said to them, “Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you 
became believers?” They replied, “No, we have not even heard that there is a Holy Spirit.” 3Then 
he said, “Into what then were you baptized?” They answered, “Into John’s baptism.” 4Paul said, 
“John baptized with the baptism of repentance, telling the people to believe in the one who was 
to come after him, that is, in Jesus.” 5On hearing this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord 
Jesus. 6When Paul had laid his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came upon them, and they spoke 
in tongues and prophesied—7altogether there were about twelve of them. 
 

L: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.  
 

After a brief silence, the assembly stands to welcome the gospel. 

The Gospel Acclamation is sung by a leader 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

 
GOSPEL: Mark 1:4-11 
P: ☩ The Holy Gospel, according to Mark.   
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

4John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the 
forgiveness of sins. 5And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of 
Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their 
sins. 6Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate 
locusts and wild honey. 7He proclaimed, “The one who is more powerful than I is coming after 
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me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. 8I have baptized you with 
water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 
  9In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the 
Jordan. 10And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the 
Spirit descending like a dove on him. 11And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the 
Beloved; with you I am well pleased.” 
 

P: The Gospel of the Lord.   C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

The assembly is seated.   

SERMON                                                                                               
 

The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song.  

The ensemble sings verses 1 & 4 of the following hymn on behalf of the assembly. 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY                      Crashing Waters at Creation                         ELW # 300 
(Verses 1 & 4) 

 
 

RENEWAL OF BAPTISMAL PROMISES 
Dear friends, we give thanks for the gift of baptism  
as we come before God to make public affirmation of baptism into Christ. 
I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the church. 
 

Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God? 
C: I renounce them. 
Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God? 
C: I renounce them. 
 

Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God? 
C: I renounce them. 
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Do you believe in God the Father? 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
 

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. 
 

The presiding minister prays for God’s blessing. 

Let us pray. 
We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you give us new birth, 
cleanse us from sin, and raise us to eternal life. Stir up in your people the gift of your Holy Spirit: 
the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge  
and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence both now and forever.  Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
A:    On this Sunday of the baptism of our Lord, guided by Christ made known to the nations,  
let us offer our prayers for the church, the world, and all people in need. 
A brief silence.  After each petition of the prayer is said: 

O God, give strength to your people. 

Give us your blessings of peace. 
 

P: Almighty and most merciful God, you are the mighty Voice from heaven, you are our beloved 
Savior, you are the descending Dove. We give you thanks for all your goodness and tender 
mercies, and we ask you to accept our prayers for the sake of your mercy, today and forever. 
C: Amen. 

 

PEACE  
P: The peace of Christ be with you always.      
 
C: And also with you. 
The assembly is seated. 
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MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 
 

Invitation to Offering 
 

SETTING THE TABLE 
 

The Offering Song verses 1-4 is sung by a leader on behalf of the assembly. 
 

OFFERING SONG:                 O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright!                 ELW# 308 

 
The assembly stands 
OFFERING PRAYER 
A: Let us pray.  Holy God, your beauty shines forth from the manger and your love flows from 
the cross. As you gather us around these signs of your love come among us, warm us to extend 
your care among the hungry and all in need. We ask this through Christ the Lord.  C: Amen.   
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The presiding minister greets the assembly and invites all present to give thanks. 

 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy…we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
 

The presiding minister continues to give thanks: 
We praise you, eternal God, through Christ your Word made flesh. … 
…with thanksgiving we lift this bread and cup before you and proclaim the mystery of faith.  
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 

… all glory and honor are yours, almighty God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses  
as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
 

Communion 
The bread is broken for the communion. 
P: This is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. Love has come: God’s love for all 
people. Come and eat, for Christ invites you. 
The assembly is seated. 
P: The body of Christ, given for you.  Response: Amen. 
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Lamb of God and the communion song are sung by a leader on behalf of the assembly. 
 

Lamb of God 

 
 

Communion Song:                              Baptized and Set Free                             ELW# 453    

 
 
The assembly stands and the assisting minister leads the prayer after communion. 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
A: Let us pray.  
Lord of all time and eternity, you opened the heavens and revealed yourself as Father 
in the baptism of Jesus your beloved Son: by the power of your Spirit complete the heavenly 
work of our rebirth through the waters of the new creation; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
C: Amen. 

 

Sending 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 

Announcements 
 

BLESSING 
P: God revealed the Son in the waters of the Jordan and anointed him with the power of the Holy 
Spirit to proclaim good news to all people. May God sanctify you by the same Spirit, that you 
may proclaim the healing power of the gospel, 
All may make the sign of the cross as they receive God’s blessing. 

and may Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.  Amen. 
 

Verses 1, 3 and 4 of the Sending Song is sung by the ensemble on behalf of the assembly. 
The assembly turns to face the cross as it passes by. 

SENDING SONG:                            God, Whose Almighty Word                               ELW# 673 
(Verses 1, 3 & 4) 

 
 

DISMISSAL 
A: Go in peace. Be the light of Christ. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
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In response to the amazing love, mercy and grace of God, St. Stephen Lutheran Church is a 
community that openly welcomes all who are seeking God’s divine love and grace. All are 

welcome in this place regardless of race or culture, sexual orientation or gender identity, 
economic situation or life situation, marital or relationship status, or your doubts about faith 

and church. Our unity is in Christ. Your family, children, friends, spouses and partners are welcome. Your 
diversity and uniqueness enriches and expands our community. We are a Reconciling in Christ congregation. 
 

IN OUR PRAYERS… 
In our prayers today are these members of our homebound and others of our parish family 
in need of healing: Natalie Prego, George Arce, Carol Chmelynski, Lisa Castaneda, Kelly 
Jacobson, Carol Jacobson, Marti Stroberg, Dolores Lauterberg, Laurel Blake, Dorothy 
Johnson, James Loggins, Don Schutt, Normagene Richardson, Mildred Grady, Rosie & Jimmy 
Fennelli, Pat Engle.   
 

PRAYERS FOR FRIENDS OF THE PARISH  
✠ Shauna Widman, Claire Sprague, Mulvihill’s family at the death of Catherine Mulvihill ✠ 
Annette, Madison, Mason, Gene, Chris, Amanda, Betty, Chuck, Joanna, Betty, Susan, Denny, Bill, 
Jerry, Aiden, Chandler, Becky, Craig, Cheryl, Robert, Braemen, Taylor, Janice, Rae, Carol, Eric 
Hecker, U. Kuckert.    
 

IN A FACILITY OR HOMEBOUND:  
Evelyn Braun – 6152 Verde Trail Room 106 Boca Raton, Fl. 33433 
Jim Loggins  - John Knox Village – Woodlands 700 SW 4th St, Pompano Beach, FL 33060 
Bud Danker - 3020 N. Ridge Road Apartment W-316 Ellicott City, MD 21043. 
 

Welcome to in person worship!!!  Please respect our guidelines: 
We expect everyone to use face masks when in the building. If you forget your face covering, we have 
extras for you, but no one can enter the building without a face covering and they must be worn at all 
times except at the moment of communion. Face coverings and water bottles will be available near the 
entrance to the nave for those who need them.  Initially, following CDC guidelines, all congregational 
singing will be limited to an individual or ensemble who will sing on behalf of the assembly.  For now, 
only the verbal greeting of Peace will be exchanged in the liturgy. Sharing the peace for now should be 
nothing more than exchanging a simple bow to those on your right and left.  There will be one 
communion station, single file, following the ushers’ directions and the markings on the floor to 
maintain social distancing.  At the time of holy communion, exit the pew via the side isles, and go to the 
rear of the church. As you round the corner to the central isle there will be another touchless sanitizing 
station. Please sanitize your hands and proceed down the center isle to receive the sacrament following 
the floor markers.  The pastor distributing the host will try to avoid touching communicants’ hands as 
much as possible. Communicants are reminded to come forward with flat outstretched hands. 
 

 
 

This is the last call for your commitment to St. Stephen and our ministries in 2021! Please take 
some time to pray about your gift to Christ and his church in 2021, and then return the 
commitment card to the marked box today, drop it in the office mail box, or send via the mail to 
St. Stephen between now and the Baptism of our Lord, January 10. 
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