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  St Stephen  
       Lutheran Church, ELCA 

 

 

 
Encouraging and 

strengthening faith in Jesus,  
and sharing the joy of God’s love. 

 
  
 

    April 8, 2018                                Second Sunday of Easter                10:15am  
                                                                     

                      Rev. Dr. Sidney Nelson, Interim Pastor 
 
 
 



—WE GATHER— 
 

INTRODUCTION 
The Easter season is a week of weeks, seven Sundays when we play in the mystery of Christ’s presence, mostly through the 
glorious Gospel of John. Today we gather with the disciples on the first Easter, and Jesus breathes the Spirit on us. With Thomas 
we ask for a sign, and Jesus offers us his wounded self in the broken bread. From frightened individuals we are transformed into 
a community of open doors, peace, forgiveness, and material sharing such that no one among us is in need. 
 

CHOIR PRELUDE 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
who stretches out the heavens, 
who sends light to the nations, 
who gives breath to us all. Amen. 
 

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

 
P: Loving God,   
C:  we confess that we have often turned from your way 
to follow our own ways. 
Forgive us for the times 
we have spoken or acted too quickly; 
we have not spoken or acted at all; 
we have hurt those closest to us; 
we have hurt those we have yet to know; 
we have thought more about ourselves than others; 
we have thought less of ourselves than we ought. 
Turn us around, and give us a fresh start, 
so that we can live again as your children. Amen. 
 
P: Even when we have done wrong, God makes us right. 
Even when we have messed up, God puts us together. 
God’s love never runs out. God never tires of calling us beloved children. 
Hear God say to you now: Your sins are forgiven, 

for the sake of ☩ Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



OPENING SONG:                    That Easter Day with Joy Was Bright                    ELW#858 

 
 
THE GREETING 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



KYRIE (sung)  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



HYMN OF PRAISE  “This is the feast” 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P:  Let us pray together: 
C: Almighty God, with joy we celebrate the day of our Lord’s resurrection. By the 
grace of Christ among us, enable us to show the power of the resurrection in all 
that we say and do, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

Youth and Children’s Message 
 
 
 



—WE HEAR GOD’S WORD— 
 

FIRST READING:                                                    Acts 4:32-35 
32Now the whole group of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no one 
claimed private ownership of any possessions, but everything they owned was held in 
common. 33With great power the apostles gave their testimony to the resurrection of the 
Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them all. 34There was not a needy person among 
them, for as many as owned lands or houses sold them and brought the proceeds of what 
was sold. 35They laid it at the apostles’ feet, and it was distributed to each as any had 
need. 
 
L: This is the word of the Lord.     
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
 

PSALM 133 
1How good and how pleasant it is, 
  when kindred live together in unity! 
2It is like fine oil upon the head, flowing down up- on the beard, 
 upon the beard of Aaron, flowing down upon the collar of his robe. 
3It is like the dew of Hermon flowing down upon the hills of Zion. 
 For there the LORD has commanded the blessing: life forevermore. 
 
SECOND READING:                                                                                                       1 John 1:1--2:2 
1We declare to you what was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we have 
seen with our eyes, what we have looked at and touched with our hands, concerning the 
word of life—2this life was revealed, and we have seen it and testify to it, and declare to 
you the eternal life that was with the Father and was revealed to us—3we declare to you 
what we have seen and heard so that you also may have fellowship with us; and truly our 
fellowship is with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ. 4We are writing these things 
so that our joy may be complete. 5This is the message we have heard from him and 
proclaim to you, that God is light and in him there is no darkness at all. 6If we say that we 
have fellowship with him while we are walking in darkness, we lie and do not do what is 
true; 7but if we walk in the light as he himself is in the light, we have fellowship with one 
another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. 8If we say that we have no 
sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 9If we confess our sins, he who is 
faithful and just will forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 10If we 
say that we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us. 
 2:1My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if 
anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous; 2and he 
is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of the 
whole world.  
 

L: This is the word of the Lord.    
C: Thanks be to God.  
 
 
 



THE GOSPEL ACCLAMATION “Alleluia” 

 
P: The Holy Gospel, according to St. John the 20th chapter. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord! 
 
GOSPEL:                   John 20:19-31 
19When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house 
where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood 
among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 20After he said this, he showed them his 
hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21Jesus said to 
them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” 22When he had 
said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you forgive 
the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.” 
  24But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when 
Jesus came. 25So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to 
them, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of 
the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.” 
  26A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. 
Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be 
with you.” 27Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out 
your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.” 28Thomas answered him, “My 
Lord and my God!” 29Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? 
Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.” 
  30Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not 
written in this book. 31But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is 
the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name. 
 
P: The Gospel of the Lord.        
C: Praise to you, O Christ! 
P: You may be seated. 
 
SERMON                                       Rev. Dr. Sidney Nelson 
 
 



—   WE RESPOND   — 
 

SERMON SONG:                                    We Walk by Faith                                          ELW#635 

 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit,  
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,  
       the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



THE PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL  
A: Rejoicing in the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ, we pray for the witness of the 

church, the wholeness of creation, and all who are in need. 
 

After each petition of the prayer is said: 
 

A: Lord, in your mercy.       
C: Hear our prayer.  
A/P We entrust all our prayers to you, gracious God. Receive them by the power of the Holy 
Spirit and the love of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
C: Amen. 
 
SHARING OF THE PEACE 
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.      
C: And also with you. 
P:  Let us share with one another the peace of the Lord. 
 

- WELCOME TO THE LORD'S TABLE - 
 

OFFERING 
 

MUSICAL OFFERING:                                     Be Not Afraid                                      ELW #388 
           (sung twice) 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 
A Be known to us, O Lord, in the breaking of the bread, 
as you were made known to the disciples. 
Receive these gifts, and the offering of our lives, 
that we may be your risen body in the world. Amen. 
 
 



THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
Dialogue  
 

The Lord be with you.  
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. In the 
wonder and mystery of the Word made flesh you have opened the eyes of faith to a new and 
radiant vision of your glory, that, beholding the God made visible, 
we may be drawn to love the God whom we cannot see. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

 
 

 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of 
sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
P: Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 
C: Christ has died. 
     Christ is risen. 
     Christ will come again. 
 
 



With this bread and cup we remember your Word dwelling among us, full of grace and truth. 
We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. We look with hope for his coming.  
C: Come, Lord Jesus. 
 
Holy God, we long for your Spirit. Come among us. Bless this meal. 
May your Word take flesh in us. Awaken your people. Fill us with your light. 
Bring the gift of peace on earth. 
C: Come, Holy Spirit. 
 
All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel, Word of God incarnate,  
Power of the Most High, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen… Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom,  
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

Invitation of Communion 
P: Welcome to the Lord’s table.  

 

Holy Communion (Our communion is by inctintion: Receive the bread and dip bread in the wine.) 
Gluten free bread is available on the right side. (please ask) 
Alcohol free wine is available on the right side. (please ask) 
 

P: The body of Christ, given for you. 
     The blood of Christ, shed for you.  
C: Amen. 
 
“LAMB OF GOD” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Communion Song:                              The Peace of the Lord                                ELW #646 
       (Verse 1 in Spanish) 

        (Verses 2, 3 in English) 

 
 

Instrumental Music                                                                                                                           Cesar Vidaud  

 
 
 
 
 



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
A: Let us pray. 
A Life-giving God, 
in the mystery of Christ’s death and resurrection 
you send light to conquer darkness, 
water to give new life, 
and the bread of heaven to nourish your people. 
Send us forth as witnesses to Jesus’ resurrection 
that we may show your glory to all the world; 
through the same Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. 
C: Amen. 

 

-WE ARE SENT FORTH- 
 

Benediction 
  P: May God who has brought us from death to life fill you with great joy. 

  Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. Amen. 
 
SENDING SONG:                                          Thine Is the Glory                                ELW #376 

 
 
 



DISMISSAL 
A: Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
C: Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
You are the body of Christ raised up for the world. 
Go in peace. Share the good news. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

IN OUR PRAYERS 
In our prayers today are these members of our homebound and others of our parish family in need of 
healing: Edith Reichenback, Audrey Shumway, Laurel Blake, Jim Loggins, Barb Taylor, Diane Adler, Katie, 
Roy and Barbara Kaptain, Bob & Jane Reinhold, Marie Koach and Shelley Amato.  
 
Prayers for Friends of the Church: (Please renew your request every 3 weeks)  
✠ Henry Quimi Lino, E.M., Shirley Christell ✠ Veronica Zylka, Norma Pensone. 
 
In our prayers today and in the days ahead, we remember the victims of the Parkland school shooting.  

 
Sympathy at the death of Trudy DiCarlo on April 2, a beloved friend and member of Stephen’s family.   
 
In a facility or homebound:  
Marie Koach -   John Knox Village Bldg. 824 Room 9 

       651 SW 6th St, Pompano Beach, FL 33060 
Barbara Kaptain – The Atrium Assistant Living at Boca Raton.  

1080 NW 15TH Room 215 Boca Raton, Fl. 33486 
Jane Reinhold – 6700 NW 21ST St. Margate, Fl. 33063 
Evelyn Braun – 6152 Verde Trail Room 106 Boca Raton, Fl. 33433 
Jim Loggins -   John Knox Village - Woodlands 

651 SW 6th St, Pompano Beach, FL 33060  
 
 
 

Flowers this week sponsored by: Castaneda, Fennelli and Prego families in loving memory of nephew and cousin Jimmy Rosa.  

 

Service Assistants for April   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

10:15 AM April 8 April 15 April 22 April 29 
     
ASSISTING MINISTER Sera Butz Natalie Prego Carol Jacobson Pat Belanger 

ACOLYTE Katie Paff Sera Butz Katie Paff Madison Kibler 

LECTOR Rita Sharkey  Laurie Matarazzo Catherine Zippay Tom Peterson 

USHERS –Need 4 to 
Serve  
 
 
 
 
Head Usher 

Floyd Macdonald 
Jeanne Pettit 
Lynda Smith (w) 
Zachary Smith 
 
Rosie Fennelli 

Harry Ambrose 
Patricia Engle 
Terry Shumway 
Pat Belanger (w) 
 
Rosie Fennelli 

Erika Flanigan 
Lynda Smith 
Zachary Smith (w) 
 
 
Rosie Fennelli 

Darin Kibler 
Marsha Kibler (w) 
Drew Kibler 
Linda Hanzlik 
 
Rosie Fennelli 

GREETERS – Need 2 
to Serve 

Kelly Jacobson 
Rose Jones 

Caroline Smith 
Ruth Wagle 

Kelly Jacobson 
Rose Jones 

Caroline Smith 
Ruth Wagle 

SOUND Terry Shumway Eric Castaneda Sera Butz Dennis Magarrell 

PROJECTION Eric Castaneda Larry Jones Dennis Magarrell Katie Paff 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Stewardship Snippet 

April 8, 2018 (2nd Sunday in Easter, Year B) 

Acts 4:34-35 – There was not a needy person among them, for as many as owned lands or houses sold 

them and brought the proceeds of what was sold.  They laid it at the apostles' feet, and it was distributed 

to each as any had need. 

The earliest church presents a vision of perfect community stewardship. When everyone shares, no one is 

needy. What does this passage reveal about how God wants us to handle our worldly goods? How can 

you/we step in that direction?  

 

11:30am Confirmation Class 

 11:30am Confirmation Class 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2010 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Fortress Liturgies 
Annual License #24029. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the 
Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Hymns are covered by our license CCLI 2959830. 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday Schedule 

10:15 a.m. Worship 
Holy Communion is celebrated weekly 

Church Staff 

Rev. Dr. Sidney Nelson – Interim Pastor 
ststephenpastornelson@gmail.com 

561-235-0929 
Cesar Vidaud – Director of Music 
Clarence (Teddy) Rowe – Sexton 

Aidee Koach – Administrative Assistant 
sslcpompano@gmail.com 

Office hours: 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 Mon- Fri 
 

Congregation Council 

Larry Jones - President 
councilpresident@ststephenlutheran.net 

Christian Hecker – Vice-president 
Eric Castaneda - Treasurer 
   Natalie Prego – Secretary 

Lynda Smith 
Patricia Engle 

Harry Ambrose 
Dennis Magarrell 

 
 
 

St. Stephen Lutheran Church, ELCA 
2500 NE 14th Street Causeway,  
Pompano Beach, Florida, 33062 

Tele: 954.942.4473 • Fax: 954.942.4474  
www.ststephenlutheran.net                  

www.facebook.com/SSLCPompano 
©2013 All rights reserved.  

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

St. Stephen café presents: 
“Latino Night with Ivy”  

We are having a “Latino and more” night on Friday, April 27. 
We will have a professional singer who sings Latino favorites. 
She will also add in some favorite American standards as well. 

COME. ENJOY THE MUSIC. DANCE IF YOU LIKE 
Great music 

Great Fellowship 
Great fun 

Bring a friend, the more the merrier, 
(bring lots of friends!) 

There will also be food/snacks/drinks as well. 
More details soon. 
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