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—WE GATHER— 
 

INTRODUCTION 
God keeps the promise made to David, to give him an everlasting throne. The angel tells Mary that God will give 
David’s throne to her son Jesus. She is perplexed by Gabriel’s greeting and by the news of her coming pregnancy, but 
she is able still to say, “Count me in.” We who know that Jesus is called king only as he is executed still find it a 
mystery hard to fathom, but with Mary today we hear the news of what God is up to and say, “Count us in.” 
 

CHOIR PRELUDE 
WELCOME 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who comes to wake us from sleep, 
who leads us into the light of grace.  
C: Amen. 
 

P: Let us prepare the way of the Lord by confessing our sin against God and neighbor. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

P: God of all time:  
C:  We confess that we have not prepared for your merciful reign among us. We 
often ignore our neighbors in need and fail in the labor of justice and peace. In 
your mercy forgive us. Grant us wisdom to welcome your light and to seek the 
things that will endure until Christ comes again in glory. Amen. 
 

P: In ☩ Jesus Christ your sins are forgiven and all things are made new. 
Rejoice in this good news! 
C: AMEN.  
 
OPENING SONG:                     Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah                ELW #240 

 



3 
 

THE GREETING 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. 
 

C: And also with you. 
 
KYRIE (Sung) 
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HYMN OF PRAISE  “This is the feast” 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P:   Let us pray together: 
C: Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace and might, free 
us from the sin that would obstruct your mercy, that willingly we may bear your 
redeeming love to all the world, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. AMEN 
 

Children’s message       
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—WE HEAR GOD’S WORD— 
 

FIRST READING:                             2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16 
1Now when the king was settled in his house, and the LORD had given him rest from all his 
enemies around him, 2the king said to the prophet Nathan, “See now, I am living in a house of 
cedar, but the ark of God stays in a tent.” 3Nathan said to the king, “Go, do all that you have in 
mind; for the LORD is with you.” 
  4But that same night the word of the LORD came to Nathan: 5Go and tell my servant David: 
Thus says the LORD: Are you the one to build me a house to live in? 6I have not lived in a house 
since the day I brought up the people of Israel from Egypt to this day, but I have been moving 
about in a tent and a tabernacle. 7Wherever I have moved about among all the people of Israel, 
did I ever speak a word with any of the tribal leaders of Israel, whom I commanded to shepherd 
my people Israel, saying, “Why have you not built me a house of cedar?” 8Now therefore thus 
you shall say to my servant David: Thus says the LORD of hosts: I took you from the pasture, 
from following the sheep to be prince over my people Israel; 9and I have been with you 
wherever you went, and have cut off all your enemies from before you; and I will make for you a 
great name, like the name of the great ones of the earth. 10And I will appoint a place for my 
people Israel and will plant them, so that they may live in their own place, and be disturbed no 
more; and evildoers shall afflict them no more, as formerly, 11from the time that I appointed 
judges over my people Israel; and I will give you rest from all your enemies. More over 
the LORD declares to you that the LORD will make you a house. 16Your house and your kingdom 
shall be made sure forever before me; your throne shall be established forever. 
 
L: This is the word of the Lord.    
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
 
PSALM (ELW): Luke 1:46b-55 (Today’s psalm is read only by the lector) 
 
46bMy soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, 
47my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 
48for you, Lord, have looked with favor on your lowly servant. 
  From this day all generations will call me blessed: 
49you, the Almighty, have done great things for me 
  and holy is your name. 
50You have mercy on those who fear you, 
  from generation to generation.  
51You have shown strength with your arm 
  and scattered the proud in their conceit, 
52casting down the mighty from their thrones 
  and lifting up the lowly. 
53You have filled the hungry with good things 
  and sent the rich away empty. 
54You have come to the aid of your servant Israel, 
  to remember the promise of mercy, 
55the promise made to our forbears, 
  to Abraham and his children forever.  
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SECOND READING: Romans 16:25-27  
25Now to God who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and the proclamation of 
Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery that was kept secret for long ages 26but 
is now disclosed, and through the prophetic writings is made known to all the Gentiles, 
according to the command of the eternal God, to bring about the obedience of faith—27to the 
only wise God, through Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory forever! Amen. 
 

L: This is the word of the Lord.  
C: Thanks be to God.  
 

(Please Rise)  
 

THE GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   “Alleluia ” 

 
P: The Holy Gospel, according to St. Luke, the 1st chapter. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord! 
 
GOSPEL: Luke 1:26-38 
26In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, 27to 
a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was 
Mary. 28And he came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.” 29But she 
was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. 30The angel 
said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31And now, you will 
conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. 32He will be great, and will 
be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor 
David. 33He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no 
end.” 34Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I am a virgin?” 35The angel said to her, 
“The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; 
therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. 36And now, your relative 
Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who was 
said to be barren. 37For nothing will be impossible with God.” 38Then Mary said, “Here am I, the 
servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.” Then the angel departed from 
her. 
 

P: The Gospel of the Lord.    
C: Praise to you, O Christ! 
 

SERMON                                                                                                        Rev. Dr. Sidney Nelson 
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—WE RESPOND— 
 

SERMON SONG:                          Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming                          ELW #272 
                  (Verses 1, 3, and 4) 

 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

       creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,  

       who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

born of the virgin Mary,  

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried;  

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again;  

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,  

       the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  

the resurrection of the body,  

and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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THE PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL  
A: Guided by the light of Christ, let us pray for the coming dawn of joy, healing, and 

comfort for all God’s people. 
 

After each petition of the prayer is said: 
 

A: Lord, in your mercy.       
C: Hear our prayer.  
 
A/P: We raise our prayers to you, O God, in the name of the one who is, who was, and 
who is to come, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
C: Amen. 
 
SHARING OF THE PEACE 
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.      
C: And also with you. 
P:  Let us share with one another the peace of the Lord. 
 
 

-WELCOME TO THE LORD'S TABLE- 
 

OFFERING 
  

MUSICAL OFFERING:                                     He Came Down                                        ELW #253 

 
 

 
OFFERING PRAYER 
A: Let us pray. 
A: God of abundance, we bring before you the precious fruits of your creation, and with them 
our very lives. Teach us patience and hope as we care for all those in need until the coming of 
your Son, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
Dialogue  
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer, through whom you will also 
make all things new in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
In the night in which he was betrayed,  

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,  
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me.  
 
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died.  
Christ is risen.  
Christ will come again. 
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With this bread and cup we remember your Word dwelling among us, 
full of grace and truth. We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. 
We look with hope for his coming.  
Come, Lord Jesus.  
 
Holy God, we long for your Spirit. 
Come among us. Bless this meal. May your Word take flesh in us. 
Awaken your people. Fill us with your light. Bring the gift of peace on earth. 
Come, Holy Spirit.  
All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel, 
Word of God incarnate, Power of the Most High,  
one God, now and forever.  
 

The Lord's Prayer 
 

C: Amen… Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses  
as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

Invitation of Communion 
P: Welcome to the Lord’s table.  

 

Reception of Communion 
The body of Christ, given for you. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. Amen. 
 
 

Communion distribution is continuous.  Please come forward by the center aisle and receive the bread in your hands as you hear 
the words “The body of Christ, given for you” to which you may respond, “Amen.”  You may then dip the bread into the cup as you 
hear the words “The blood of Christ, shed for you,” to which you may respond, “Amen.”  Please note that the communion wine is 
alcohol-free. Please indicate if you need gluten-free elements. 
 

 “LAMB OF GOD” 
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Communion Song:                                   Here I Am, Lord                                          ELW #574 

              
Instrumental Music                                                                                             Cesar Vidaud 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
A: Let us pray. 
A: God for whom we wait, you come to us in the broken bread and the cup we share. 
Make us ready always to welcome Christ into our hearts, and send us forth to be your people in 
the world, announcing your coming among us in Jesus Christ our Lord.  
C: Amen. 
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-WE ARE SENT FORTH- 
 

Benediction 
P: May the Lord bless you and keep you.  
May the Lord lift up his countence upon you and be gracious to you.  

May the Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.  
C: Amen. 
 

Announcements  
 
SENDING SONG:                                        All Earth Is Hopeful                                  ELW #266 
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DISMISSAL 
 

A: Go in peace. Prepare the way of the Lord.  
C: Thanks be to God. 

 
IN OUR PRAYERS 
In our prayers today are these members of our homebound and others of our parish family in need of 
healing: Rudy Koch, Laurel Blake, Jim Loggins, Barb Taylor, Diane Adler, Jean Rogers, Katie, Roy and Barbara 
Kaptain, Lisa Allen, Bob & Jane Reinhold, C.C., Trudy DiCarlo and Marie Koach.  
 
Prayers for Friends of the Church: Cindy Hackler, Barbara Gummo, Marjorie, Jerry, Cheryl, Robert, Craig, 
Henry Q., Damien S., Monique Rogers and her mom Betty, Myrka Alverist’s family, Maggie Alverist, Ann 
Farrell, Normagene Richardson, Aiden Chase, Rita Stevenson, Mike, Barbara Greco, Dr. Willis Allen, Eleanor 
Knauf, Alessandra, Cheryl, Nick Caldwell Sr., Lucille Capece, Lexie Sachlis, George F., David Spall, Joan Coletti, 
Adam Rubino, Berna, Braemen Weiner, Chandler Weiner, Debbie Seckel,  Elizabeth Kraus, Kenneth Smith, 
Mary Taylor, Cynthia, Richard H., Laurie Engelhardt, Diane Adler at the death of her mom Helene Harker, 
Katie’s Paff grandma.   
 
Flowers this week sponsored by:  The Lauterberg family in celebration of Christmas.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
COMMITMENT CARDS for our Estimate of Giving can be placed in our offering plate (use envelope for 
confidentiality); bring to office; by mail; or by email sslcpompano@gmail.com  
 
OFFERING ENVELOPES, 2018 offering envelopes are available for pick up on the back table. If any other friends 
of the church who would like offering envelopes, please see Larry Jones or Carol Jacobson. 
 
ATTENDANCE CARDS, are in our bulletin today for members and visitors. Please place in offering plate.  
Thank You.  
 
REGISTRATION FEE DEADLINE, today is the deadline for the $10 registration fee to guarantee your seat on the 
bus for Bishop’s Installation on January 20. Please turn it in. Thank You.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:sslcpompano@gmail.com
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Service Assistants for December  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 December 24 
Christmas Eve  

5:30p.m Service 

December 24 
Christmas Eve  
7pm Service 

 

ASSISTING MINISTER Sera Butz Aura Suarez  

ACOLYTE Katie Paff Aiyana Cartwright  

USHERS Lynda Smith 
Pat Belanger 

 

Terry Shumway Rosie Fennelli 

SOUND Dennis Magarrell Sera Butz  

 

 

 

 
 

       

10:15 AM December 24 December 31  

ASSISTING MINISTER Aura Suarez Aura Suarez 

ACOLYTE Aiyana Cartwright  Katie Paff 

LECTOR Tom Peterson Rosie Fennelli 

USHERS –Need 4 to 
Serve  
 
 
 
 
Head Usher 

Lisa Castaneda 
Linda Hanzlik 
Lynda Smith 
Zachary Smith 
 
Rosie Fennelli 

Floyd MacDonald 
Jeanne Pettit 
Harry Ambrose 
Patricia Engle 
 
Rosie Fennelli 

GREETERS – Need 2 to 
Serve 

TBA Caroline Smith 
Ruth Wagle 

SOUND Sera Butz Eric Castaneda 

PROJECTION TBA Dennis Magarrell 
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Next Sunday we will have a finger food reception following the 10:15 
AM morning worship service. We will have a farewell to our “Pastor 
Pedro” who is now our new bishop of the Florida Bahamas Synod. We 
wish Godspeed to Bishop Pedro. 
We will also be wishing Godspeed up on Aura Suarez who is our ELCA 
Deacon. She will be joining Bishop Pedro in Tampa. 
 

YOU ARE INVITED 
Next Sunday, January 31st  

10:15 Worship Service 

11:30 Farewell and Godspeed Reception 
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St Stephen  
 Lutheran Church, ELCA 

 

Encouraging and strengthening faith in Jesus, and 
sharing the joy of God’s love. 

 

  Sunday Schedule 
 10:15 a.m. Worship 

Holy Communion is celebrated weekly 

Church Staff 
Rev. Dr. Sidney Nelson – Interim Pastor 

 ststephenpastornelson@gmail.com 
561-235-0929 

Cesar Vidaud – Director of Music 
Clarence (Teddy) Rowe – Sexton  

Aidee Koach – Administrative Assistant  
sslcpompano@gmail.com 

 

Congregation Council 
Larry Jones - President  

councilpresident@ststephenlutheran.net 
 

                                Christian Hecker – Vice-president            Eric Castaneda - Treasurer 
                                      Natalie Prego  - Secretary                                Lynda Smith                                        
                                   Patricia Engle                                     Harry Ambrose   
                                    Dennis Magarrell  
 

Office hours: 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 Mon- Fri 
 

St. Stephen Lutheran Church, ELCA 
2500 NE 14th Street Causeway, Pompano Beach, Florida, 33062 

Tele: 954.942.4473 • Fax: 954.942.4474 •                             
                                                                      www.ststephenlutheran.net 

                                                     www.facebook.com/SSLCPompano 
©2013 All rights reserved. 
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