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—WE GATHER— 
 
 
INTRODUCTION 
In today’s gospel Jesus reveals his power over death by raising Lazarus from the dead. The prophet 
Ezekiel prophesies God breathing new life into dry bones. To those in exile or living in the shadows of 
death, these stories proclaim God’s promise of resurrection. In baptism we die with Christ that we 
might also be raised with him to new life. At the Easter Vigil we will welcome new sisters and 
brothers at the baptismal font, as we renew our baptismal promises. 
 
 
WELCOME  
 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Please stand as you are able.  
 
P: In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
 

P: During the season of Lent we are called to return to the Lord with all our heart. Let us 
confess our sin and seek reconciliation with God and neighbor. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

P: Merciful God, 
 
C:  You sent Jesus Christ to save the lost. We confess that we have strayed from you and 

turned aside from your way. We fail in love, neglect justice, and ignore your truth. 

Have mercy on us and wash away our sin. Create in us clean hearts for the sake of Jesus 

Christ our Savior.  Amen. 

 
P: Behold, now is the acceptable time; now is the day of salvation. 

Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins, and bring us to everlasting life. 

 
C: Amen.  
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OPENING SONG:               Through the Night of Doubt and Sorrow                   ELW #327 

 
 
 
THE GREETING 
 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 
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THE KYRIE  
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P:  Let us pray together: 
C: Almighty God, your Son came into the world to free us all from sin and death. 
Breathe upon us the power of your Spirit, that we may be raised to new life in 
Christ and serve you in righteousness all our days, through Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. Amen. 

 

Children’s Message 
 

—WE HEAR GOD’S WORD— 

 
FIRST READING:                                                   Ezekiel 37:1-14 
1The hand of the LORD came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the LORD and set 
me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. 2He led me all around them; there were 
very many lying in the valley, and they were very dry. 3He said to me, “Mortal, can these bones 
live?” I answered, “O Lord GOD, you know.” 4Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones, and 
say to them: O dry bones, hear the word of the LORD. 5Thus says the Lord GOD to these bones: I 
will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. 6I will lay sinews on you, and will cause flesh 
to come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live; and you 
shall know that I am the LORD.” 
  7So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, suddenly there was a noise, 
a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. 8I looked, and there were sinews on 
them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them; but there was no breath in 
them. 9Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: 
Thus says the Lord GOD: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that 
they may live.” 10I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they 
lived, and stood on their feet, a vast multitude. 
  11Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, ‘Our bones 
are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.’ 12Therefore prophesy, and say to 
them, Thus says the Lord GOD: I am going to open your graves, and bring you up from your 
graves, O my people; and I will bring you back to the land of Israel. 13And you shall know that I 
am the LORD, when I open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people. 14I will 
put my spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place you on your own soil; then you shall 
know that I, the LORD, have spoken and will act, says the LORD.” 
 
L: This is the word of the Lord.     
C: Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM 130 
  1Out of the depths 
  I cry to you, O LORD; 
 2O LORD, hear my voice! 
  Let your ears be attentive to the voice of my supplication. 
 3If you were to keep watch over sins, 
  O LORD, who could stand? 
 4Yet with you is forgiveness, 
  in order that you may be feared.  
 5I wait for you, O LORD; my soul waits; 
  in your word is my hope. 
 6My soul waits for the Lord more than those who keep watch for the morning, 
  more than those who keep watch for the morning. 
 7O Israel, wait for the LORD, for with the LORD there is steadfast love; 
  with the LORD there is plenteous redemption. 
 8For the LORD shall redeem Israel 
  from all their sins.  
 

 
SECOND READING:                                                                                              Romans 8:6-11 
6To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. 7For this reason 
the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law—indeed it cannot, 8and 
those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 9But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the 
Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. 10But 
if Christ is in you, though the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. 11If 
the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will 
give life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you.  Amen. 
 
 

L: This is the word of the Lord.  
C: Thanks be to God.  
P:  Please stand as you are able for the Gospel Acclamation. 
 
 
THE GOSPEL ACCLAMATION     “Return to the Lord” 

 

 
 

P: The Holy Gospel, according to St. John, the 11th chapter. 
 

C: Glory to you, O Lord! 
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GOSPEL:                                  John 11:1-45 
1Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha. 2Mary was the 
one who anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped his feet with her hair; her brother Lazarus was ill. 
3So the sisters sent a message to Jesus, “Lord, he whom you love is ill.” 4But when Jesus heard it, he said, 
“This illness does not lead to death; rather it is for God’s glory, so that the Son of God may be glorified 
through it.” 5Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, 6after having heard that 
Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in the place where he was.  7Then after this he said to the 
disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” 8The disciples said to him, “Rabbi, the Jews were just now trying to 
stone you, and are you going there again?” 9Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve hours of daylight? 
Those who walk during the day do not stumble, because they see the light of this world. 10But those who 
walk at night stumble, because the light is not in them.” 11After saying this, he told them, “Our friend 
Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I am going there to awaken him.” 12The disciples said to him, “Lord, if he 
has fallen asleep, he will be all right.” 13Jesus, however, had been speaking about his death, but they 
thought that he was referring merely to sleep. 14Then Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus is dead. 15For 
your sake I am glad I was not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him.” 16Thomas, who was 
called the Twin, said to his fellow disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die with him.” 
 
  17When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four days. 18Now Bethany 
was near Jerusalem, some two miles away, 19and many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to 
console them about their brother. 20When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, 
while Mary stayed at home. 21Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not 
have died. 22But even now I know that God will give you whatever you ask of him.” 23Jesus said to her, 
“Your brother will rise again.” 24Martha said to him, “I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on 
the last day.” 25Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even 
though they die, will live, 26and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe 
this?” 27She said to him, “Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming 
into the world.” 
 
  28When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary, and told her privately, “The 
Teacher is here and is calling for you.” 29And when she heard it, she got up quickly and went to him. 
30Now Jesus had not yet come to the village, but was still at the place where Martha had met him. 31The 
Jews who were with her in the house, consoling her, saw Mary get up quickly and go out. They followed 
her because they thought that she was going to the tomb to weep there. 32When Mary came where Jesus 
was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would 
not have died.” 33When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who came with her also weeping, he was 
greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. 34He said, “Where have you laid him?” They said to him, 
“Lord, come and see.” 35Jesus began to weep. 36So the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” 37But some of 
them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from dying?” 
 
  38Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was lying against 
it. 39Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, “Lord, already 
there is a stench because he has been dead four days.” 40Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you 
believed, you would see the glory of God?” 41So they took away the stone.  
And Jesus looked upward and said, “Father, I thank you for having heard me. 42I knew that you always 
hear me, but I have said this for the sake of the crowd standing here, so that they may believe that you 
sent me.” 43When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” 44The dead man came 
out, his hands and feet bound with strips of cloth, and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, 
“Unbind him, and let him go.” 45Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what 
Jesus did, believed in him. 
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P: The Gospel of the Lord.    
C: Praise to you, O Christ! 
P: You may be seated. 

 
SERMON                                                                  Rev. Pedro Suarez 

—   WE RESPOND   — 
 

P:  Please stand as you are able for the Sermon Song. 

 
SERMON SONG:                                 I Am the Bread of Life                               EWL #485 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,   

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,  

        who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried;  

he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again;  

he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

the holy Catholic Church,  

      the communion of saints,  

the forgiveness of sins,  

the resurrection of the body,   

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
 
 
THE PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL  
 

A: Lifting our voices and turning toward God, let us pray for the church, the earth, and all 
who are in need. 
 
After each petition of the prayer is said: 
 

A:  Hear us, O God.                                        
C: Your mercy is great.    
 
P: Into your hands, merciful God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your 
steadfast love; through Christ our Lord. 
C: Amen. 
 
 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.      
C: And also with you. 
P:  Let us share with one another the peace of the Lord. 
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- WELCOME TO THE LORD'S TABLE - 
 
OFFERING 
 

MUSICAL OFFERING:             Tree of Life and Awesome Mystery                     ELW #334    
(verses 1,2,3, and Lent 5) 

 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
A: God our provider, you have not fed us with bread alone, but with words of grace and 
life. Bless us and these your gifts, which we receive from your bounty, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord.  
C: Amen. 
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

Dialogue    (Sung) 

 
 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. You 
call your people to cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for the paschal feast, that, renewed 
in the gift of baptism, we may come to the fullness of your grace. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

 
 
 

Blessed are you, O God of the universe. Your mercy is everlasting and your faithfulness  

endures from age to age. Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth. 

Praise to you for saving the earth from the waters of the flood. 

Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea. 

Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness 

to the land of milk and honey. Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one. 

Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ.  

Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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P: With this bread and cup we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life as we proclaim the 

mystery of faith: 

C: Christ has died.  

      Christ is risen. 

      Christ will come again. 

P: O God of resurrection and new life: Pour out your Holy Spirit on us and on these gifts of bread and 

wine. Bless this feast. Grace our table with your presence. 

C: Come, Holy Spirit. 

 

P: Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. Raise us up as the body of Christ for the world. 

Breathe new life into us. Send us forth, burning with justice, peace, and love. 

C: Come, Holy Spirit. 

 

P: With your holy ones of all times and places, with the earth and all its creatures, with sun and moon 

and stars, we praise you, O God, blessed and holy Trinity, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 

The Lord's Prayer 
P: And now, we come to You in prayer, as our Savior Jesus has taught us: 
 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom,  
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

Invitation of Communion 
P: Taste and see that the Lord is good. 
 
We believe Jesus Christ is present in the bread and wine by his Word of Promise. All baptized Christians are invited to 
participate in the celebration of God’s forgiving love, strengthening faith, and grace-filled hope. Those who are not 
baptized and children not yet communing may come forward for a blessing (please cross your arms on your chest if 
you desire a blessing). 
 

Reception of Communion 
The body of Christ, given for you. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you.  
Amen. 
 
Communion distribution today is at the Altar rail and received by intinction. Please come forward by the 
center aisle at the direction of an usher, and kneel or stand (as you are able) at the Altar rail. Receive the 
bread in your hands and dip it in the wine. The wine is alcohol free. There is no group dismissal. Please 
return to your seats by the center aisle. There will be another communion station below for those that 
prefer not to come to the Altar rail. Please indicate if you need gluten-free elements.  
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 “LAMB OF GOD” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Communion Song:                      What Wondrous Love Is This                           ELW #666 

  
 

Instrumental Music                                                                                                                           Cesar Vidaud  

 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
A:  Merciful God, accompany our journey through these forty days. Renew us in the gift of 
baptism, that we may provide for those who are poor, pray for those in need, fast from 
self-indulgence, and above all that we may find our treasure in the life of your Son, Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord.  
 

C: Amen. 
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-WE ARE SENT FORTH- 
Benediction 

  P: Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.  Amen. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

SENDING SONG:                                            Abide With Me                                       ELW #629 

 
 

DISMISSAL 
A: Go in peace. Share the joy of God’s love.  
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

IN OUR PRAYERS 
In our prayers today are these members of our homebound and others of our parish family in need of healing: We also need 
to pray for Barb Taylor, Jan Danker, Diane Adler, Jean Rogers, Katie, Christopher Belanger, Janet Isner, Paul Hanzlik, Roy 
Kaptain, Bob & Jane Reinhold, Chico E., and C.C. 
 
Prayers for Friends of the Church: Marie Trykoski, Kenneth McGrath, Dennis Vancour, Myrka Alverist’s family, Maggie 
Alverist, Helen and Faith Dawson, Ann Farrell, JoAnn Medalie, Normagene Richardson, Aiden Chase, Brenna Taylor, Rita 
Stevenson, Mike, Barbara Greco, Dr. Willis Allen, Eleanor Knauf, Vera Debolt, Martha Hamze, Alessandra, Cheryl, Nick 
Caldwell Sr., Lucille Capece, Lexie Sachlis, George F., David Spall, Joan Coletti, Isolina Quintana, Adam Rubino, Berna, 
Braemen Weiner, Chandler Weiner, Debbie Seckel,  Elizabeth Kraus, Hazel Quire, Juan Tavarez,  Kenneth Smith, Mary 
Taylor, Norma Duckworth, Cynthia, Richard H., Laurie Engelhardt, Jennifer and Courtney May, and The John May family 
at the death of Elaine May.  
 

We are always updating our prayer list.  If you would like your name added or removed, please notify Pat Belanger or the office. 
 

Flowers sponsored this week by:  Pat Engle in memory of her dad, Wallace Trykoski.  
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HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE:  
Sunday, April 9 - Palm Sunday: We will begin with a procession around the church building carrying palms, representing 

the palm branches the crowd scattered in front of Jesus as he rode into Jerusalem. 

Thursday, April 13 - Maundy Thursday: Maundy Thursday initiates the Easter Triduum, the period which commemorates 

the passion, death, and resurrection of Christ. Come worship with us at 7pm with Holy Communion and the Ritual of Washing 

of the Feet. 

Friday, April 14 - Good Friday: Join us at 12:15 pm for our spiritual journey of the Stations of the Cross. Also at 7pm we will 

have the Tenebrae Service observing Jesus’ death.  

Sunday, April 16 - Easter Sunday: The Resurrection of Our Lord (Only one Worship Service at 10:15 a.m.) 

Come celebrate with us the glorious Resurrection. 

 

VENEZUELA AID: Venezuela remains in crisis and our church has committed to help by sending food and other items like 

toiletries. Our receiving person in Venezuela is Pastor Gerardo Hans from the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Valencia. He 

will make sure the shipment will get to Casa Hogar which is an orphanage managed by the church where the need is greater. 

We are aiming for our first shipment to be sent mid-April. Since the food is scares, we will buy it here wholesale and send it 

door to door. We ask that you put your donations in the money tower. We are also asking for volunteers, men and women 

because food will be purchased by the sack, therefore we will need men to help us carry them.  All your help is appreciated!               

 
LENTEN SERVICES: We have two opportunities for Lenten services; you can either come Wednesdays at 12:15pm (followed by a Bible 
study at 12:45pm) or on Thursdays at 7pm.  
 
ACOLYTE TRAINING: On Saturday, April 8, we will have a session for acolytes. Please contact Pastor or Sera Butz. 
 
10:15A.M. ONE WORSHIP ONLY: Beginning April 9 we will have only one worship service at 10:15am.  

 
Service Assistants for April 

   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

10:15 AM April 2 April 9 April 16 April 23 April 30 
  Palm Sunday  Easter   
ASSISTING MINISTER Sera Butz Pat Belanger Natalie Prego Carol Jacobson Pat Belanger 

ACOLYTE Katie Paff Carol Jacobson Sera Butz Katie Paff Madison Kibler 

LECTOR Lynn Antill Sera Butz Helga Johnson Catherine Zippay Tom Peterson 

USHERS –Need 4 to 
Serve  
 
 
 
Head Usher 

Suzanne Loggins 
Linda Hanzlik 
Terry Shumway 
Lisa Castaneda 
 
Rosie Fennelli 

Floyd MacDonald 
Web Antill 
Jeanne Pettit 
Sherry Fox 
 
Rosie Fennelli 
 

Harry Ambrose 
Patricia Engle 
Terry Shumway 
Sherry Fox 
 
Rosie Fennelli 

Floyd MacDonald 
Catherine Zippay 
Lynda Smith 
Zachary Smith 
 
Rosie Fennelli 
 

Darin Kibler 
Marsha Kibler 
Drew Kibler 
Linda Hanzlik 
 
Rosie Fennelli 

GREETERS – Need 2 
to Serve 

Caroline Smith 
Barbara Kaptain 

Kelly Jacobson 
Rose Jones 

Caroline Smith 
Ruth Wagle 

Kelly Jacobson 
Rose Jones 

Caroline Smith 
Ruth Wagle 

SOUND Dennis Magarrell Sera Butz Dennis Magarrell Sera Butz Dennis Magarrell 

PROJECTION Eric Castaneda Chris Castaneda Web Antill Larry Jones Katie Paff 

 April 13 April 14 

 Maundy Thursday Good Friday 
 7 p.m. 12:15 p.m. 7 p.m. 

ASSISTING MINISTER Sera Butz  Pat Belanger  Aura Suarez  

ACOLYTE Katie Paff   Katie Paff  

USHERS Catherine Zippay Terry Shumway  Sherry Fox 

SOUND Dennis Magarrell  Sera Butz  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Easter_Triduum
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Passion_%28Christianity%29
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Crucifixion_of_Jesus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Resurrection_of_Jesus
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