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        WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

—WE GATHER— 
 
 
INTRODUCTION 
Called to contemplate the cost of discipleship today, we might be helped by translating Paul’s request to 
Philemon into our prayer of the day: Refresh my heart in Christ. Strengthened by the company and 
forgiveness of the Christ in the blessed sacrament and recalling God’s grace in remembrance of baptism, we 
can be strengthened in this hour to “choose life”—to choose life in God as our own. 

 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Please stand as you are able.  
 
P: In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
 

P: Almighty God to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no 
secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord.    
C: Amen. 
 

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.  
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

P: Most merciful God:  
 
C:  We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we 
have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved 
our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on 
us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk 
in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.  
 
P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us and for his sake God 
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ and by 
his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the 
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  
 
C: Amen.  
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OPENING SONG:                         Praise to the Lord, the Almighty                         ELW #858 

 
 
THE GREETING 
 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
P:  Let us pray together: 
C: Direct us, O Lord God, in all our doings with your continual help, that in all our 
works, begun, continued, and ended in you, we may glorify your holy name; and 
finally, by your mercy, bring us to everlasting life, through Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord. Amen. 

 

Children’s Message 
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—WE HEAR GOD’S WORD— 

 
FIRST READING:                                  Deuteronomy 30:15-20 
15 

See, I have set before you today life and prosperity, death and adversity. 
16 

If you obey the 

commandments of the LORD your God that I am commanding you today, by loving the LORD 

your God, walking in his ways, and observing his commandments, decrees, and ordinances, 

then you shall live and become numerous, and the LORD your God will bless you in the land 

that you are entering to possess. 
17 

But if your heart turns away and you do not hear, but are led 

astray to bow down to other gods and serve them, 
18 

I declare to you today that you shall 

perish; you shall not live long in the land that you are crossing the Jordan to enter and possess. 
19 

I call heaven and earth to witness against you today that I have set before you life and death, 

blessings and curses. Choose life so that you and your descendants may live, 
20 

loving the 

LORD your God, obeying him, and holding fast to him; for that means life to you and length of 

days, so that you may live in the land that the LORD swore to give to your ancestors, to 

Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob. 

 

L: This is the word of the Lord.        
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
 
PSALM 1 
1 Happy are those who do not follow the advice of the wicked, or take the path that sinners 
tread, or sit in the seat of scoffers;  
2 but their delight is in the law of the LORD, and on his law they meditate day and night.  
3 They are like trees planted by streams of water, which yield their fruit in its season,  and their 
leaves do not wither. In all that they do, they prosper.  
4 The wicked are not so, but are like chaff that the wind drives away.  
5 Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment,  nor sinners in the congregation of the 
righteous;  
6 for the LORD watches over the way of the righteous, but the way of the wicked will 
perish. 
 
 
SECOND READING:                                                                                                   Philemon 1-21 
1 Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother, To Philemon our dear friend and 
co-worker, 2 to Apphia our sister, to Archippus our fellow soldier, and to the church in your 
house: 3 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 4 When I 
remember you in my prayers, I always thank my God 5 because I hear of your love for all the 
saints and your faith toward the Lord Jesus. 6 I pray that the sharing of your faith may 
become effective when you perceive all the good that we may do for Christ. 7 I have indeed 
received much joy and encouragement from your love, because the hearts of the saints have 
been refreshed through you, my brother. 
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 8 For this reason, though I am bold enough in Christ to command you to do your duty, 9 yet I 
would rather appeal to you on the basis of love—and I, Paul, do this as an old man, and now 
also as a prisoner of Christ Jesus. 10 I am appealing to you for my child, Onesimus, whose 
father I have become during my imprisonment. 11 Formerly he was useless to you, but now 
he is indeed useful both to you and to me. 12 I am sending him, that is, my own heart, back to 
you. 13 I wanted to keep him with me, so that he might be of service to me in your place 
during my imprisonment for the gospel; 14 but I preferred to do nothing without your 
consent, in order that your good deed might be voluntary and not something forced. 
15 Perhaps this is the reason he was separated from you for a while, so that you might have 
him back forever, 16 no longer as a slave but more than a slave, a beloved brother—
especially to me but how much more to you, both in the flesh and in the Lord. 17 So if you 
consider me your partner, welcome him as you would welcome me. 18 If he has wronged you 
in any way, or owes you anything, charge that to my account. 19 I, Paul, am writing this with 
my own hand: I will repay it. I say nothing about your owing me even your own self. 20 Yes, 
brother, let me have this benefit from you in the Lord! Refresh my heart in Christ. 
21 Confident of your obedience, I am writing to you, knowing that you will do even more than 
I say. 
 
L: This is the word of the Lord.    
C: Thanks be to God.  
 
P:  Please stand as you are able for the Gospel Acclamation. 
 
 

THE GOSPEL ACCLAMATION     “Alleluia ” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

P: The Holy Gospel, according to St. Luke, the 14th chapter. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord! 
 
 
GOSPEL:                 Luke 14:25-33 
25 Now large crowds were traveling with him; and he turned and said to them, 26 “Whoever 
comes to me and does not hate father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters, yes, 
and even life itself, cannot be my disciple. 27 Whoever does not carry the cross and follow me 
cannot be my disciple. 28 For which of you, intending to build a tower, does not first sit down 
and estimate the cost, to see whether he has enough to complete it?  
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29 Otherwise, when he has laid a foundation and is not able to finish, all who see it will begin to 
ridicule him, 30 saying, ‘This fellow began to build and was not able to finish.’ 31 Or what king, 
going out to wage war against another king, will not sit down first and consider whether he is 
able with ten thousand to oppose the one who comes against him with twenty thousand? 32 If he 
cannot, then, while the other is still far away, he sends a delegation and asks for the terms of 
peace. 33 So therefore, none of you can become my disciple if you do not give up all your 
possessions. 
 
P: The Gospel of the Lord.    C: Praise to you, O Christ! 
 
P: You may be seated. 
 
SERMON                                                                  Rev. Pedro Suarez 
 

—WE RESPOND— 
 
P:  Please stand as you are able for the Sermon Song. 
 
 
SERMON SONG:                                  Change My Heart, O God                                ELW #801 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

       creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,  

       who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary,  

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried;  

he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again;  

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

       the holy catholic church,  

       the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins,  

the resurrection of the body,  

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
 

THE PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL  
 
A: Rejoicing in the Spirit’s work among us, let us pray for the church, the world, and all 

those in need. 
 

After each petition of the prayer is said: 
 

A:  Hear us, O God.                                       
C: Your mercy is great. 
 
P: Into your hands, O God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; 
through your Son, our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 
 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 
 
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.      
C: And also with you. 
P:  Let us share with one another the peace of the Lord. 
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- WELCOME TO THE LORD'S TABLE- 
 
OFFERING 
 
MUSICAL OFFERING:                     Take My Life, That I May Be                               ELW #583 
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OFFERING PRAYER 
 
A: God of mercy and grace, the eyes of all wait upon you, and you open your hand in blessing. 

Fill us with good things at your table that we may come to the help of all in need, through 

Jesus Christ, our redeemer and Lord.  Amen. 

 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 
Dialogue    (Sung) 
 

 

 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 

and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this 

day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of 

everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of 

heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father: Endless is your mercy and eternal your reign. 

You have filled all creation with light and life; heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

We praise you for the grace shown to your people in every age: the promise to Israel, the 

rescue from Egypt, the gift of the promised land, the words of the prophets; and, at this end of 

all the ages, the gift of your Son, who proclaimed the good news in word and deed and was 

obedient to your will, even to giving his life. 

 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do 

this for the remembrance of me.  

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness 

of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.  

 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s 

death until he comes. 

 

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

 

Therefore, O God, with this bread and cup we remember the life our Lord offered for us. 

And, believing the witness of his resurrection, we await his coming in power to share with us 

the great and promised feast.  

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

 

Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit, that we who share in Christ’s body and blood 

may live to the praise of your glory and receive our inheritance with all your saints in light. 

Amen. Come, Holy Spirit. 

 

Join our prayers with those of your servants of every time and every place, and unite them 

with the ceaseless petitions of our great high priest until he comes as victorious Lord of all. 

Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory and honor is yours, 

almighty Father, now and forever.  Amen. 

 
 

The Lord's Prayer 
 

P: And now, we come to You in prayer, as our Savior Jesus has taught us: 
 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 
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Invitation of Communion 
 

P: Christ invites you to a place of honor at this banquet. Welcome to the feast. 

 
We believe Jesus Christ is present in the bread and wine by his Word of Promise. All baptized 
Christians are invited to participate in the celebration of God’s forgiving love, strengthening faith, 
and grace-filled hope. Those who are not baptized and children not yet communing may come 
forward for a blessing (please cross your arms on your chest if you desire a blessing). 

 
 
Reception of Communion 
 

The body of Christ, given for you. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. Amen. 
 
 
 
Communion distribution today is at the Altar rail and received by intinction. Please come forward by the 
center aisle at the direction of an usher, and kneel or stand (as you are able) at the Altar rail. Receive the 
bread in your hands and dip it in the wine. The wine is alcohol free. There is no group dismissal. Please 
return to your seats by the center aisle. Please indicate if you need gluten-free elements.  
 
 

 
“LAMB OF GOD” 
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Communion Song:             I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light                      ELW #815 
 

 
 
Instrumental Music                                                                                               Cesar Vidaud  
 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 
A:  O God, as a mother comforts her child, so you comfort your people, carrying us in your 

arms and satisfying us with this food and drink, the body and blood of Christ. Send us now as 

your disciples, announcing peace and proclaiming that the reign of God has come near; 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
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-WE ARE SENT FORTH- 
 
Benediction 

 

  P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
   The Lord’s faces shine on you with grace and mercy. 
   The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. Amen. 
 

 
SENDING SONG:                          Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus                                 ELW #802 

 
 
 
DISMISSAL 
 

A: Go in peace. Share the good news.  
 

Thanks be to God. 
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IN OUR PRAYERS 
 

In our prayers today are these members of our homebound and others of our parish family in need of healing: 
Cynthia Langbauer.  We also need to pray for, Marie Koach, Roy Kaptain, Bob & Jane Reinhold, Larry and Beverly 
Sheehan, Chico E., and C.C. 
 
Prayers for Friends of the Church: George and Millie Santiago, Matthew Belanger, Julian, Elia, Joyce 
Brelsford, Dennis VanCour, Lucille Capece, Marty Shram, Lexie Sachlis, George F., David Spall, Joan Coletti, 
Isolina Quintana, Adam Rubino, Berna, Braemen Weiner, Chandler Weiner, Debbie Seckel, Elaine Brustad, 
Elizabeth Kraus, Hazel Quire, Juan Tavarez,  Kenneth Smith, Mary Taylor, Norma Duckworth, Cynthia, Tim 
Tyler, Richard H., Laurie Engelhardt, Lemmuel Knowles Sr., Olga Palacios and family on the death of her 
loving husband, Tom McMichaels on the death of his girlfriend Jackie Rosen, Duarte family, Bonnie Selleri on 
the death of  her dear father-in-law Sellari and Elena Villacis and family on the death of her loving mom Elba 
Villacis.  

 
We are always updating our prayer list.  If you would like your name added or removed, please notify Pat Belanger or the office.  
         
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
IF YOU NEED PASTORAL CARE:  Perhaps you get ill and have missed worship, then please let someone contact 
our church office so that we know. We would be more than happy to visit you if you wish. Either the pastor or 
someone would go as soon as possible. Holy Communion is available for those special circumstances. With so 
many snowbirds in our congregation it is easy to lose track. Perhaps you would like to be part of a caring team, if 
so let us know as well! 
 
9:00 A.M. LITURGICAL WORSHIP: Our 9:00 am service is now a regular liturgical service. The 10:15 a.m. 
worship remains the same. 
 
SUNDAY SCHOOL: On September 11, 2016, we will begin our Sunday school at 11:15 am. There will be a sign-up 
sheet at the Narthex or you can also call the office to register your child. Please if you know a friend who needs to 
participate, let them know and spread the word around.  If you need more information, please speak with Aura 
Suarez, Brook Tierney, Sera Butz or Pastor Pedro. 
 
FATHER GOODRICH TO PREACH AND TEACH. The Rev. Dr. Kevin Goodrich, O.P., former interim pastor at St. 
Stephen and a traveling teacher on spirituality and living will be preaching at the 8am and 10am services at 
Trinity Episcopal Cathedral, Miami, on Sunday, September 25. He’s known for his sense of humor and engaging 
preaching style. In addition, he will be teaching a seminar, “The Bible: God’s Word, Good Advice or Garbage?” that 
same Sunday at 4pm at South Miami Lutheran Church. The seminar which is open to the public will be followed 
by a meal. To pre-register for the meal call 305-665-2562. Father Goodrich is the author of the books “Cell Phone 
Spirituality: What your Cell Phone Can Teach you About Life and God” and Plugging into God’s Story: A Practical 
Introduction to Reading and Understanding the Bible. Father is a life professed member of the Anglican Order of 
Preachers (Dominicans).    
 
LATINO MINISTRY ON ITS WAY. Latino folks connected in one way or another to St. Stephen, had met for a few 
Sundays in the Fellowship Hall with Pr. Pedro to dialogue, discuss and plan our next steps to minister with and 
among Latinos in St. Stephen.  Please pray for our new ministry forming that God may give us wisdom and show 
us the way.  We hope that in the near future we will have another worship service at 12:00 p.m. on Sundays.  
There will be more news coming! 

 
 

tel:305-665-2562
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Make sure you like our Facebook page!  This will help others find our congregation and help us to 
promote our mission. Go to www.facebook.com/sslcpompano 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Service Assistants for September 
 

10:15 AM September 4 September 11 September 18 September 25 
 

ASSISTING MINISTER Pat Belanger Aura Suarez Sera Butz Carol Jacobson 

ACOLYTE Carol Jacobson Sera Butz Katie Paff Madison Kibler 
 

LECTOR Kevin Otterson Catherine Zippay Pat Belanger Tom Peterson 
 

USHERS –Need 4 to 
Serve  
 
 
 
Head Usher 

Suzanne Loggins 
Linda Hanzlik 
Floyd MacDonald 
Jimmy Fennelli 
 
 
Rosie Fennelli 

Lynda Smith 
Zachary Smith 
Carissa Esposito 
Catherine Zippay 
 
 
Rosie Fennelli 

Harry Ambrose 
Patricia Engle 
Floyd MacDonald 
Sherry Fox 
 
 
Rosie Fennelli 

Darin Kibler 
Marsha Kibler 
Drew Kibler 
Terry Schumway 
 
 
Rosie Fennelli 

GREETERS – Need 2 
to Serve 

Caroline Smith 
Barbara Kaptain 

Kelly Jacobson 
Rose Jones 

Caroline Smith 
Ruth Wagle 

Kelly Jacobson 
Rose Jones 

SOUND Dennis Magarrell Eric Castaneda Dennis Magarrell Sera Butz 
 

PROJECTION Sera Butz Larry Jones Eric Castaneda  Katie Paff 
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Encouraging and strengthening faith in 
Jesus, and sharing the joy of God’s love. 

 

Sunday Worship Schedule 
 9:00 a.m. and 10:15 a.m. 

Holy Communion is celebrated weekly 

Church Staff 
Rev. Pedro Suarez – Pastor 
 ststephenpastor@gmail.com 

Cesar Vidaud – Director of Music 
Clarence (Teddy) Rowe – Sexton  

Aidee Koach – Administrative Assistant  
sslcpompano@gmail.com 

 

Congregation Council 
Larry Jones, President:  

councilpresident@ststephenlutheran.net 
 

                               Web Antill                              Eric Castaneda  
                               Christian Hecker                Lynda Smith    
                                 Natalie Prego  - Secretary    Kathy Runk  - Vice Pres. 
   

Office hours: 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 Mon- Fri 
 

St. Stephen Evangelical Lutheran Church 
2500 NE 14th Street Causeway, Pompano Beach, Florida, 33062 

Tele: 954.942.4473 • Fax: 954.942.4474 •  
www.ststephenlutheran.net 

www.facebook.com/SSLCPompano 
©2013 All rights reserved. 
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