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—WE GATHER—

INTRODUCTION

God’s word is like the rain that waters the earth and brings forth vegetation. It is also like the sower who scatters seed
indiscriminately. Our lives are like seeds sown in the earth. Even from what appears to be little, dormant, or dead, God promises
a harvest. At the Lord ’s table we are fed with the bread of life, that we may bear fruit in the world.

WELCOME

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

P: Almighty God to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no
secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus
Christ our Lord.

C: Amen.

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.

P: Most merciful God:

C: We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we
have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved
our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on
us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk
in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us and for his sake God
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ and by
his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

C: AMEN.



OPENING SONG: Gather Us In ELW #532
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1 Here in this place the new light is stream-ing, now 1is the dark - ness
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brought here to you in the light of this day.
called to be light to the whole hu - man race.
call us a- new to be salt for the earth.
now is the king - dom, and now is the day.
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blind and the lame; call to us now, and we shall a - wak -en,
proud and the strong; give us a heart, so meek and so low -y,
bread that is you; nour-ish us well, and teach us to fash-ion
make us your own; gath-er us in, all peo-ples to - geth-er,
0 u
Y | | |
i | | I | | I I
) . | |
7 1 L q_‘_ L o-__ __ o
we shall a - rise at the sound of our name.
give us the cour-age to en - ter the song.
lives that are ho - ly and hearts that are true.
fire of love n our flesh and our bone.

Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950
Music: GATHER US IN, Marty Haugen

Text and music © 1982 GIA Publications Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.

All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

THE GREETING

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy

Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.



KYRIE (Sung)
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In peace, let us pray tothe Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.

For the peace from a-bove, and for our sal -vation, let us pray to the Lord.
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and for the unity of all, let wus pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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let us pray to the Lord. Lord have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and de - fend us, gra-cious Lord. A - men.



HYMN OF PRAISE “This is the feast”
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

P: Let us pray together:

C: Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your word. By your
Holy Spirit help us to receive it with joy, live according to it, and grow in faith and
hope and love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. AMEN.



—WE HEAR GOD’S WORD—

FIRST READING: Isaiah 55:10-13
10For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven, and do not return there until they have
watered the earth, making it bring forth and sprout, giving seed to the sower and bread to the
eater, 11so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; it shall not return to me empty, but it
shall accomplish that which I purpose, and succeed in the thing for which I sent it.

12For you shall go out in joy, and be led back in peace; the mountains and the hills before you
shall burst into song, and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands.

3Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle;
and it shall be to the LORD for a memorial, for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.

L: This is the word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

PSALM (ELW): PSALM 65:1-13
You are to be praised, O God, in Zion; to you shall vows be fulfilled.
2To you, the one who answers prayer, to you all flesh shall come.
30ur sins are stronger than we are, but you blot out our transgressions.
‘Happy are they whom you choose and draw to your courts to dwell there!
They will be satisfied by the beauty of your house, by the holiness of your temple.
SAwesome things will you show us in your righteousness, O God of our salvation, O hope of all the ends
of the earth and of the oceans far away.
°You make firm the mountains by your power; you are girded about with might.
7You still the roaring of the seas, the roaring of their waves, and the clamor of the peoples.
8Those who dwell at the ends of the earth will tremble at your marvelous signs;
you make the dawn and the dusk to sing for joy.
9You visit the earth and water it abundantly; you make it very plenteous; the river of God is full of water.
You prepare the grain, for so you provide for the earth.
10You drench the furrows and smooth out the ridges; with heavy rain you soften the ground and
bless its increase.
11You crown the year with your goodness, and your paths over flow with plenty.
1ZMay the fields of the wilderness be rich for grazing, and the hills be clothed with joy.
13May the meadows cover themselves with flocks, and the valleys cloak themselves with grain; let them
shout for joy and sing.

SECOND READING: Romans 8:1-11

IThere is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 2For the law of the
Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death. 3For God has done
what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do: by sending his own Son in the likeness of
sinful flesh, and to deal with sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, 4so that the just requirement of
the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but according to the Spirit.
SFor those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those
who live according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit. 6To set the mind on
the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. 7For this reason the mind
that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law—indeed it cannot, 8and
those who are in the flesh cannot please God. °But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit,
since the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not
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belong to him. 19But if Christ is in you, though the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life
because of righteousness. 11If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he
who raised Christ from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that
dwells in you. Amen.

L: This is the word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

P: Please Rise for the Gospel Acclamation.

THE GOSPEL ACCLAMATION “Alleluia”
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P: The Holy Gospel, according to St. Matthew, the 13t chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord!

GOSPEL: Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23
1That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. 2Such great crowds
gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood
on the beach. 3And he told them many things in parables, saying: “Listen! A sower went
out to sow. *And as he sowed, some seeds fell on the path, and the birds came and ate
them up. >Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and they
sprang up quickly, since they had no depth of soil. °But when the sun rose, they were
scorched; and since they had no root, they withered away. 7Other seeds fell among
thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them. 80ther seeds fell on good soil and
brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. °Let anyone with ears
listen!”

18“Hear then the parable of the sower. 1When anyone hears the word of the kingdom
and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is sown in the
heart; this is what was sown on the path. 20As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is
the one who hears the word and immediately receives it with joy; 2lyet such a person has
no root, but endures only for a while, and when trouble or persecution arises on account
of the word, that person immediately falls away. 22As for what was sown among thorns,
this is the one who hears the word, but the cares of the world and the lure of wealth
choke the word, and it yields nothing. 22But as for what was sown on good soil, this is the
one who hears the word and understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields, in one
case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.”

P: The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ!



SERMON

Rev. Pedro Suarez

—WE RESPOND—
P: Please stand as you are able for the Sermon Song.
SERMON SONG: Thy Strong Word ELW #511
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5 Give us lips to sing thy glory,
tongues thy mercy to proclaim,
throats that shout the hope that fills us,
mouths to speak thy holy name.
Alleluia! Alleluia!
May the light which thou dost send
fill our songs with alleluias,
alleluias without end!

6 God the Father, light-creator,
to thee laud and honor be.
To thee, Light of Light begotten,
praise be sung eternally.
Holy Spirit, light-revealer,
glory, glory be to thee.
Mortals, angels, now and ever
praise the holy Trinity!

Text: Martin H. Franzmann, 1907-1976
Music: EBENEZER, Thomas J. Williams, 1869-1944
Text © 1969 Concordia Publishing House

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



APOSTLES’ CREED

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

THE PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL
A: Called together in the Spirit’s embrace, let us pray for the mending of God’s world.

After each petition of the prayer is said:

A: Hear us, O God.
C: Your mercy is great.

P: All these things, and whatever else you see that we need, we entrust to your care
through Christ our Lord.
C: Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.

C: And also with you.

P: Let us share with one another the peace of the Lord.



~WELCOME TO THE LORD'S TABLE-

OFFERING
MUSICAL OFFERING: Lord Let My Heart Be Good Soil ELW #512
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Lord, let my heart be good soil, where love can grow and peace is un-der-stood.
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Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart be good soil.

Text: Handt Hanson, b. 1950
Music: GOOD SOIL, Handt Hanson
Text and music © 1985 Prince of Peace Publishing, Changing Church, Inc., admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

OFFERING PRAYER

A: Merciful God, you open wide your hand and satisfy the need of every living thing.

You have set this feast before us. Open our hands to receive it. Open our hearts to embrace it.
Open our lives to live it. We pray this through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

Dialogue (Sung)
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The Lord be with  you. And al - so with you.

Lift up your  hearts. We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this
day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of
everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of
heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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in the name of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory.
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,
who preached good news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do
this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness
of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.
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Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his coming in glory.
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who share this
heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with you and the Holy
Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever. Amen.

The Lord's Prayer

P: And now, we come to You in prayer, as our Savior Jesus has taught us:

C: Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.

Invitation of Communion
P: These are the gifts of God for the people of God. Come to the banquet, for all is now ready.

Reception of Communion
The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you. Amen.

Communion distribution is continuous. Please come forward by the center aisle and receive the bread in your hands as you hear
the words “The body of Christ, given for you” to which you may respond, “Amen.” You may then dip the bread into the cup as you
hear the words “The blood of Christ, shed for you,” to which you may respond, “Amen.” Please note that the communion wine is
alcohol-free. Please indicate if you need gluten-free elements.
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Communion Song: For the Fruit of All Creation ELW #679
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1 For the fruit of all cre - a - tion, thanks be to God.
2 In the just re - ward of la - bor, God’s will 1s done.
3 For the har- vests of the Spir - it, thanks be to God.
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For these gifts to ev - ry na - tion, thanks be to  God.
In the help we give  our neigh-bor, God’s will 1s done.
For the good we  all in - her - it, thanks be to God.
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For the plow-ing, sow-ing,reap-ing, si- lent growth while we are sleep-ing,
In our world-wide task of car-ing for the hun - gry and de - spair-ing,
For the won - ders that as-tound us, for the truths that still con-found us,
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fu - ture needs in earth’s safe-keep-ing, thanks be to  God.
in the har-vests we are shar-ing, God’s will i1s done.
most of all, that love has found us, thanks be to God.

Text: Fred Pratt Green, 1903-2000

Music: AR HYD Y NOS, Welsh traditional
Text © 1970 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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Instrumental Music

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Cesar Vidaud

A: We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing
power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward
you and in fervent love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

~WE ARE SENT FORTH-

Benediction
P: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s faces shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and # give you peace. Amen.

Announcements
SENDING SONG: The Spirit Send Us Forth to Serve ELW #551
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2 We go to com - fort those who mourn and set the
3 We go to be the hands of  Christ, to scat - ter
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Je - sus’ name to bring glad tid - ings
bur - dened free; where hope i8 dim, to
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to the poor, God’s fa - vor to pro - claim.
share a dream and help the blind to see.
cher - ish life, to do the lov - ing deed.
pow - ered us; we go in Je - sus’  name.

Text: Delores Dufner, oss, b. 1939
Music: CHESTERFIELD, attr. Thomas Haweis, 1734-1820
Text © 1993 Delores Dufner, admin. OCP Publications. All rights reserved.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

DISMISSAL
A: Go in peace. Share the joy of God’s love.
C: Thanks be to God.
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IN OUR PRAYERS

In our prayers today are these members of our homebound and others of our parish family in need of
healing: We also need to pray for Joe Leone, Laurel Blake, Jim Loggins, Barb Taylor, Diane Adler, Jean Rogers,
Katie, Christopher Belanger, Janet Isner, Paul Hanzlik, Roy Kaptain, Bob & Jane Reinhold, Chico E., C.C,, and
Bud Danker and family at the death of his loving wife, Jan who passed away peacefully in her sleep on
Tuesday, May 30, 2017.

Prayers for Friends of the Church: Kristin Deering, Fran Marron, Monique Rogers and her mom Betty,
Marie Trykoski, Dennis Vancour, Myrka Alverist's family, Maggie Alverist, Ann Farrell, Normagene
Richardson, Aiden Chase, Brenna Taylor, Rita Stevenson, Mike, Barbara Greco, Dr. Willis Allen, Eleanor Knauf,
Alessandra, Cheryl, Nick Caldwell Sr., Lucille Capece, Lexie Sachlis, George F., David Spall, Joan Coletti, Isolina
Quintana, Adam Rubino, Berna, Braemen Weiner, Chandler Weiner, Debbie Seckel, Elizabeth Kraus, Hazel
Quire, Juan Tavarez, Kenneth Smith, Mary Taylor, Cynthia, Richard H., Laurie Engelhardt, and the Crawford
and McGurk families at the death of Thomas McGurk.

Flowers this week sponsored by:

Unnouncements

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL: Thursday, August 3 until Saturday, August 5. Celebrate God'’s creation this summer
with ReNew VBS, a 3-day curriculum that empowers kids in grade PreK-Grade 6 to grow in faith, have fun, and
change the world. For more information please contact Brook Tierney or Aura Suarez.

LESS PAPER FOR BULLETINS: In order to save paper and money in photocopies, during summer, we will print

half the amount of bulletins and the ushers will only give bulletins to whoever asks for them. Otherwise, the
option of projection is always there.

Service Assistants for July

10:15 AM July 16 July 23 July 30
ASSISTING MINISTER Sera Butz Pat Belanger Aura Suarez

ACOLYTE Aiyana Cartwright Aiyana Cartwright Madison Kibler
LECTOR Catherine Zippay Tom Peterson Sera Butz
USHERS —Need 4 to Harry Ambrose Floyd McDonald Darin Kibler
Serve Patricia Engle Lisa Castaneda Marsha Kibler
Terry Shumway Lynda Smith Drew Kibler
Catherine Zippay Zachary Smith Linda Hanzlik
Head Usher Rosie Fennelli Rosie Fennelli Rosie Fennelli

GREETERS — Need 2 to
Serve

Caroline Smith

Kelly Jacobson

Caroline Smith

Ruth Wagle Rose Jones Ruth Wagle
SOUND Dennis Magarell Sera Butz Dennis Magarell
PROJECTION Katie Paff Katie Paff

Larry Jones
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Encouraging and strengthening faith in Jesus, and
sharing the joy of God’s love.

Sunday Schedule
10:15 a.m. Worship

Holy Communion is celebrated weekly

Church Staff

Rev. Pedro Suarez - Pastor
ststephenpastor@gmail.com
Cesar Vidaud - Director of Music
Clarence (Teddy) Rowe - Sexton
Aidee Koach - Administrative Assistant
sslcpompano@gmail.com

Congregation Council

Larry Jones - President
councilpresident@ststephenlutheran.net

Christian Hecker - Vice-president Eric Castaneda - Treasurer
Natalie Prego - Secretary Lynda Smith
Patricia Engle Harry Ambrose

Dennis Magarrell
Office hours: 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 Mon- Fri

St. Stephen Lutheran Church, ELCA
2500 NE 14th Street Causeway, Pompano Beach, Florida, 33062
Tele: 954.942.4473 o Fax: 954.942.4474 e
www.ststephenlutheran.net

u’gke us on www.facebook.com/SSLCPompano
— ©2013 All rights reserved.
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From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2010 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under
Fortress Liturgies Annual License #24029. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian
Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights
reserved. Hymns are covered by our license CCLI 2959830.
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