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WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS
—WE GATHER—

INTRODUCTION

Within the gospel reading’s profound words lies the simple message that God is revealed
in a human person. Though we may try to understand how the Word existed with God
from the beginning of time, the wonder we celebrate at Christmas is that the Word
continues to dwell among us. Christ comes among us in the gathered assembly, the
scriptures, the waters of new birth, and the bread and the wine. Through these ordinary
gifts we receive the fullness of God’s grace and truth.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Please stand as you are able

P: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

P: Before God and in the company of our sisters and brothers, let us confess our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.

P: God and Father of all,

C: We confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed.

We have thought better of ourselves than others. We have told lies, said hurtful things,
acted in ways we wish we could take back, and looked the other way when action was
needed. In your mercy, O God, forgive us, cleanse us, and heal us, for the sake of Jesus,
our Savior.

P: If anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed away; everything
has become new! In Christ, + you are a new creation: your sins are taken away and you are
made new. Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ has
forgiven you.

C: Amen.



OPENING SONG: O Word of God Incarnate ELW #514
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2 The church from you, dear Mas - ter, re-ceived the gift di - vine;
3 Oh, make your church, dear Sav - ior, a lamp of bur-nished gold
n “ Il [l
Ay —— il I i i i ' I . 1
e, .
O Truth un-changed,un - chang-ing, O Light of our dark sky:
and  still that light is lift - ed o’er all the earth to shine.
to bear be - fore the na - tions your true light, as of old;
= T T d 4 ) JF T r Jid o
A3 o o e — a o | | ! L
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It is the chart and com - pass that, all life’s voy-age through,
oh, teach your wand-'ring pil - grims by this their path to trace,
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a lan - tern to our  foot - steps, shines on from age to age.
mid mists and rocks and  quick - sands still guides, O Christ, to you.
till, clouds and dark-ness end - ed, they see you face to face.

Text: William W. How, 1823—-1897, alt.

Music: MUNICH, Neuvermehrtes Gesangbuch, Meiningen, 1693

THE GREETING

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy

Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.



KYRIE (Sung)
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In peace, let us pray tothe Lord.

0
)4
S

Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from a-bove, and for our sal -vation, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their wor-ship and praise,
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Help, save, comfort, and de -fend us, gra-cious Lord. A - men.



HYMN OF PRAISE “This is the Feast...”

This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God. Al-le - Ilu - ia.
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might be to God and the Lamb for - ev-er. A - men.

Final refrain

This 1s the feast of wvic-to-ry for our God, for the Lamb who was slain

has be - gun his reign. Al - le - Ju-ia. Al-lJc - lu - ia.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
P: Let us pray together:

C: Almighty God, you have filled all the earth with the light of your incarnate Word.
By your grace empower us to reflect your light in all that we do, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever. AMEN

Children’s Message

—WE HEAR GOD’'S WORD—
5



FIRST READING: Jeremiah 31:7-14

7 For thus says the LoRrD: Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob, and raise shouts for the chief of the nations;
proclaim, give praise, and say, “Save, O LORD, your people, the remnant of Israel.” 8 See | am going to
bring them from the land of the north, and gather them from the farthest parts of the earth, among them
the blind and the lame, those with child and those in labor, together; a great company, they shall return
here. 2 With weeping they shall come, and with consolations I will lead them back, I will let them walk by
brooks of water, in a straight path in which they shall not stumble; for I have become a father to Israel,
and Ephraim is my firstborn. 19 Hear the word of the LoRrD, O nations, and declare it in the coastlands far
away; say, “He who scattered Israel will gather him, and will keep him as a shepherd a flock.”

11 For the LoRD has ransomed Jacob, and has redeemed him from hands too strong for him. 12 They shall
come and sing aloud on the height of Zion, and they shall be radiant over the goodness of the LoRD, over
the grain, the wine, and the oil, and over the young of the flock and the herd; their life shall become like
a watered garden, and they shall never languish again. 13 Then shall the young women rejoice in the
dance, and the young men and the old shall be merry. I will turn their mourning into joy, I will comfort
them, and give them gladness for sorrow. 141 will give the priests their fill of fatness, and my people
shall be satisfied with my bounty, says the LORD.

L: The word of the Lord.
C: Thanks, be to God.

PSALM: 147: 12-20

12 Praise the LoRrD, O Jerusalem! Praise your God, O Zion!

13 For he strengthens the bars of your gates; he blesses your children within you.

14 He grants peace within your borders; he fills you with the finest of wheat.

15 He sends out his command to the earth; his word runs swiftly.

16 He gives snow like wool; he scatters frost like ashes.

17 He hurls down hail like crumbs who can stand before his cold?

18 He sends out his word, and melts them; he makes his wind blow, and the waters flow.

19 He declares his word to Jacob, his statutes and ordinances to Israel.

20 He has not dealt thus with any other nation; they do not know his ordinances. Praise the LORD!

SECOND READING: Ephesians 1:3-14

3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual
blessing in the heavenly places, #just as he chose us in Christ before the foundation of the world to be holy
and blameless before him in love. > He destined us for adoption as his children through Jesus Christ,
according to the good pleasure of his will, ¢ to the praise of his glorious grace that he freely bestowed on us
in the Beloved. 7 In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according
to the riches of his grace 8 that he lavished on us. With all wisdom and insight ° he has made known to us the
mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure that he set forth in Christ, 1°as a plan for the fullness of
time, to gather up all things in him, things in heaven and things on earth. 1 In Christ we have also obtained
an inheritance, having been destined according to the purpose of him who accomplishes all things according
to his counsel and will, 12 so that we, who were the first to set our hope on Christ, might live for the praise of
his glory. 13 In him you also, when you had heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and had
believed in him, were marked with the seal of the promised Holy Spirit; 14 this is the pledge of our
inheritance toward redemption as God’s own people, to the praise of his glory. AMEN.

L: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.

P: Please Rise for the Gospel Acclamation.



THE GOSPEL ACCLAMATION “Alleluia”
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P: The Holy Gospel, according to St. John, the 1st chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord!
GOSPEL: John 1:1-18

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was in the
beginning with God. 3 All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came into
being. What has come into being 4in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. > The light
shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. ¢ There was a man sent from God, whose
name was John. 7 He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. 8 He
himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. ° The true light, which enlightens everyone,
was coming into the world. 19 He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the
world did not know him. 11 He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. 12 But
to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, 13 who
were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. 1 And the Word
became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of
grace and truth. 15 (John testified to him and cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after
me ranks ahead of me because he was before Me.””) 16 From his fullness we have all received, grace upon
grace. 17 The law indeed was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18 No one
has ever seen God. It is God the only Son, who is close to the Father’s heart, who has made him known.

P: The Gospel of the Lord. C: Praise to you, O Christ!

You may be seated.

SERMON
—WE RESPOND—

P: Please stand as you are able for the Sermon Song.



ELW #510

SERMON SONG Word of God, Come Down on Earth
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we re - vere you; Word made flesh, we long to hear you.
world re - stor-ing, speak to us, your love out- pour - ing.
all truth lead us; Word of Ilife, with one bread feed us.

Text: James Quinn, sJ, b. 1919
Music: LIEBSTER JESU, WIR SIND HIER, Johann R. Ahle, 1625-1673
Text © James Quinn, 8J, admin. Selah Publishing Co., Inc., North American Agent.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

THE NICENE CREED

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.



For us and for our salvation

he came down from heaven,

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again

in accordance with the scriptures;

he ascended into heaven

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,*
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come. Amen.

THE PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL
After each petition of the prayer is said:

A:Lord, in your mercy,

C: Hear our prayer.

P: Trusting your love and healing, O God, we commend to you all for whom we pray,
knowing you will hear and answer, through Christ our Lord.

Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.

C: And also with you.

P: Let us share with one another the peace of the Lord.

~WELCOME TO THE LORD'S TABLE~

OFFERING

MUSICAL OFFERING



ELW #876

OFFERTORY Let the Whole Creation Cry
(Verses 1 only)
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2 Ser-vants striv - ing
3 Men and wom - en,

for

young and old,
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Heav’nand earth, a - wake and sing, “Praise to our al- might-y king!”
those to whom the arts be-long add their voic-es to the song.
and let chil-dren’s hap - py hearts in this wor - ship take their parts;
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Pow’rs of knowl-edge and of law, to the glo -rious cir - cle draw;
from the north to south-ern pole let the might-y cho-rus roll:
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sun and moon, lift up your voice; night and stars, in God re - joice.
all who work and all who wait, sing,“The Lord is good and great!”
“Ho-1ly, Ho-1ly, Ho-ly One; glo-ry be to God a - lone!”

Text: Stopford A. Brooke, 1832-1916, alt.
Music: SALZBURG, Jakob Hintze, 1622-1702

OFFERING PRAYER
A: Let us pray,

God of mercy and grace, the eyes of all wait upon you, and you open your hand in
blessing. Fill us with good things at your table that we may come to the help of all in
need, through Jesus Christ, our redeemer and Lord. Amen.
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
Dialogue (Sung)
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The Lord be with  you. And al - so with you.
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Let us give thanks to the Lord our  God.
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give

thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious resurrection of our
savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin, who in
dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought us to eternal life. And so, with Mary
Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all

their creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your
name and join their unending hymn.
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Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. In great love you
sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, who preached good
news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke
it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this
for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This
cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness
of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his coming in glory.
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who share this
heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with you and the Holy
Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever. Amen.

The Lord's Prayer
P: And now, we come to You in prayer, as our Savior Jesus has taught us:

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever
and ever. Amen.

Invitation of Communion

Jesus said, "I am the true vine. Abide in me as I abide in you."

P: Taste and see that the Lord is good.

We believe Jesus Christ is present in the bread and wine by his Word of Promise. All baptized Christians are invited to
participate in the celebration of God’s forgiving love, strengthening faith, and grace-filled hope. Those who are not
baptized and children not yet communing may come forward for a blessing (please cross your arms on your chest if
you desire a blessing).

Reception of Communion

The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you. Amen.

Communion distribution today is at the Altar rail and received by intinction. Please come forward by the
center aisle at the direction of an usher, and kneel or stand (as you are able) at the Altar rail. Receive the
bread in your hands and dip it in the wine. The wine is alcohol free. There is no group dismissal. Please
return to your seats by the center aisle. Note that the communion wine is alcohol-free. Please indicate if you need
gluten-free elements.
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COMMUNION SONG: What Feast of Love ELW #487
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1| What feastof love is of - fered here, what ban-quetcome from heav - en?
What light of truth is of - fered here, what cov - e - nant from heav - en?
3 What wineof love is of-fered here, what crim-son drink from heav - en?

n “ It }

A" i g+ ' N W ) R I e W | I

G ) o e2fe e, e T

J v ﬁ Y . . F"‘ J v v
What food of ev - er - last-ing life, what gra- cious gift is giv - en?
What hope of ev - er - last-ing life, what won-drous word is giv - en?
What stream of ev - er - last-ing life, what pre - cious blood is giv - en?
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This, this is Christ the king, the bread come down from heav - en.
This, this is Christ the king, the sun come down from heav - en.

This, this is Christ the king, the sweet-est wine of heav - en.
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Oh, taste and see and sing! How sweet the man - na giv - en!
Oh, see and hear and sing! The Word of God is giv - en!
Oh, taste and see and sing! The Son of God is giv - en!

Text: Delores Dufner, oss, b. 1939
Music: GREENSLEEVES, English ballad, 16th cent.
Text © 1993 Delores Dufner OSB. Published by OCP Publications. All rights reserved.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

Instrumental Music Cesar Vidaud

P: Please stand as you are able.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

A: Let us pray,

Wise and generous God, we thank you that at this holy table you have fed us again with the food
of everlasting life. Send us with your blessing to seek the good of our neighbor and call others to
your feast; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

~WE ARE SENT FORTH-

Benediction

P: Almighty and merciful God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless, preserve, and keep you this
day and forevermore. Amen.
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SENDING SONG:

Love Divine, All Loves Excelling
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4 Fin - ish then thy new «cre - a - tion, pure and spot - less
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pure, un - bound - ed love thou art; vis - it us with
Al - pha and O - me - ga be; end of faith, as
serve thee as thy hosts a - bove, pray, and  praise thee
till in heav’'n we take our place, till we cast our
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thy sal - va - tion, en - ter ev - ’ry trem - bling heart.
its be - gin - ning, set our hearts at lib - er - ty.
with - out «ceas - ing, glo - ry in thy per - fect love.
crowns be - fore thee, lost in won - der, love, and praise!
Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788
Music: HYFRYDOL, Rowland H. Prichard, 1811-1887

A: Go in peace. Share the good news.

C: Thanks be to God.

IN OUR PRAYERS

In our prayers today are these members of our homebound and others of our parish family in need of healing: Cynthia
Langbauer. We also need to pray for: Kathy Runk, Barbara Nilles, Carmen Crespo, Henry Rosua, Frank Odiema, Roy Kaptain,
Jimmy Fennelli, Bob & Jane Reinhold, Larry and Beverly Sheehan, Dee Lauterberg, Chico E., Paul Hanzlik, Rosie Fennelli, C.C.

and for Catherine Zippay and her family for the loss of her husband Henry.

Prayers for Friends of the Church: Mike D., George F., David Spall, Joan Coletti, Giacomo Dresseno, Jeannie Rogers,
Adam Rubino, Berna, Braemen Weiner, Chandler Weiner, Debbie Fiore, Debbie Seckel, Elaine Brustad, Elizabeth Kraus,
Hazel Quire, Juan Tavarez, Kenneth Smith, Mary Taylor, Norma Duckworth, Cynthia, Tim Tyler, Richard H., Antonio C.,

Mireya D., Emma Holmes and her family, and Jack Vatral.

We are always updating our prayer list. Ifyou would like your name added or removed, please notify Pat Belanger or the office.

14

ELW #631




family.

Anpnouncements

MEMORIAL FOR HENRY ZIPPAY: On January 9th at 10:30a.m. there will be a memorial service
at St. Stephen for Henry Zippay. We invite you to come and support Catherine, and Henry’s

BREAKFAST BRUNCH: January 9t has been cancelled. We will resume on February 13, 2016.

ANNUAL FASHION SHOW FUNDRAISER: On January 23rd at Galuppi’s restaurant in Pompano
Beach at 11:30a.m. Tickets for this event will go on sale November 15, 2015 in the narthex. This
will include lunch and gratuity. Those people who need flyers to post in your condos, store
fronts or tickets to sell can speak with Rose Jones or Rosie Fennelli. Donation: $30.00

ANNUAL MEETING: Our congregation annual meeting will be held on Sunday, January 31, 2016
right after the 10:15 worship service. All members are encouraged to attend.

Service Assistants for January

10:15 AM January 3 January 10 January 17 January 24 January 31
ASSISTING MINISTER | Carol Jacobson Aura Suarez Pat Belanger Sera Butz Carol Jacobson

ACOLYTE

Pat Belanger

TBA

Madison Kibler

Pat Belanger

LECTOR

Tom Peterson

Rosie Fennelli

Natalie Prego

Helga Johnson

Rita Sharkey

USHERS - Need 4 to
Serve

Floyd MacDonald

Head Usher - Head Usher — Rosie | Head Usher — Head Usher -
Head Usher - Rosie Rosie Fennelli Fennelli Rosie Fennelli Rosie Fennelli
Fennelli
GREETERS — Need 2
to serve
SOUND TBA Sera Butz
PROJECTION TBA TBA TBA Larry Jones

Make sure you like our Facebook page! This will help others find our congregation and help us to
promote our mission. Go to www.facebook.com/sslcpompano
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@ St. Stephen
Evangelical Lutheran Church

Encouraging and strengthening faith in
Jesus, and sharing the joy of God’s love.

Sunday Worship Schedule
Praise and Faith formation 9:00 a.m.
Traditional Blend Worship Service at 10:15 a.m.

Latino Worship Service at 12:30 p.m.
Holy Communion is celebrated weekly

Church Staff

Rev. Pedro Suarez - Pastor
pastor@ststephenlutheran.net
Cesar Vidaud - Director of Music
Aidee Koach - Administrative Assistant
sslcpompano@gmail.com

Congregation Council

Rob Lewis, President:
councilpresident@ststephenlutheran.net

Web Antill Eric Castaneda
Christian Hecker Larry Jones
Natalie Prego - Secretary Kathy Runk - Vice Pres.

Office hours: 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 Mon- Fri

St. Stephen Evangelical Lutheran Church
2500 NE 14th Street Causeway, Pompano Beach, Florida, 33062
Tele: 954.942.4473 o Fax: 954.942.4474
www.ststephenlutheran.net

www.facebook.com/SSLCPompano
©2013 All rights reserved.
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From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2010 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under
Fortress Liturgies Annual License #24029. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian
Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights
reserved. Hymns are covered by our license CCLI 2959830.
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