St Stephen

Evangelical Lutheran Church

Encouraging and
strengthening faith in Jesus,
and sharing the joy of God’s love.

December 20, 2015 Fourth Sunday of Advent 10:15 am

Pastor Pedro Suarez



WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS
—WE GATHER—

INTRODUCTION

Cradle and cross are inextricably connected on the fourth Sunday of Advent. Between a
lovely tribute to the little town of Bethlehem and the Blessed Virgin Mary’s magnificent
song of praise, the letter to the Hebrews reminds us in no uncertain terms that Christ's
advent is for “the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.” It is the kind of tension
in which the church always lives as when in the Holy Communion—with high delight—
“we proclaim the Lord's death.”

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Please stand as you are able

P: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

P: Before God and in the company of our sisters and brothers, let us confess our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.

P: God and Father of all,

C: We confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed.

We have thought better of ourselves than others. We have told lies, said hurtful things,
acted in ways we wish we could take back, and looked the other way when action was
needed. In your mercy, O God, forgive us, cleanse us, and heal us, for the sake of Jesus,
our Savior.

P: If anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed away; everything
has become new! In Christ, + you are a new creation: your sins are taken away and you are
made new. Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ has
forgiven you.

C: Amen.



OPENING SONG:

Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn
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1 A - wake! A - wake, and greet the new morn, for
2 To us, to all in sor - row and fear, Em -
3 In dark - est night his com - ing shall be, when
4 Re - joice, re - joice, take heart in the night, though
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an - gels her-ald its dawn - ing. Sing out your joy, for
man - u - el comes a - sing - ing, his hum - ble song is
all the world is de - spair-ing, as morn - ing light so
dark the win-ter and  cheer-less, the ris - ing sun shall
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soon he is born, be - hold! the Child of our long - ing.
qui - et and near, yet fills the earth with its ring - ing;
qui - et and free, so warm and gen - tle and car - ing.
crown you with light, be strong and lov - ing and fear - less.
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Come as a ba - by weak and poor, to bring all hearts to -
mu - sic to heal the ©bro - ken soul and hymns of lov - ing -
Then shall the mute break forth in song, the lame shall leap in
Love be our song and love our prayer and love our end - less
0 u . \ \
& e e o e s B s s S|
N | & N | [ & 7 |
> | o 1 o o o ]
geth - er, he o - pens wide the heav’'n - ly door and
kind - ness, the thun - der of his an - thems roll to
won - der, the weak be raised a - bove the strong, and
sto - ry; may God fill ev - 'ry day we share and
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lives now in - side us for - ev - er
shat - ter all ha - tred and blind - ness.
weap-ons  be bro - ken a - sun - der.
bring us at last in - to glo - 1y

Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950

Music: REJOICE, REJOICE, Marty Haugen

Text and music © 1983 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.

All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid lic

THE GREETING

ense from copyright administrator.

ELW #242

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy

Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.



KYRIE (Sung)
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In peace, let us pray tothe Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from a-bove, and for our sal -vation, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.

0
4
%ﬁﬂ e oo o5 o o )

For this holy house, and for all who offer here their wor-ship and praise,
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let us pray to the Lord. Lord have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and de -fend us, gra-cious Lord. A - men.



HYMN OF PRAISE “This is the Feast...”

This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God. Al-le - Ilu - ia.
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strength, and hon - or and bless-ing and glo -ry are his.
Refrain
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This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God. Al-le - lu - ia.
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might be to God and the Lamb for - ev-er. A - men.

Final refrain

This 1s the feast of wvic-to-ry for our God, for the Lamb who was slain

has be - gun his reign. Al - le - Ju-ia. Al-Jc - lu - ja.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
P: Let us pray together:

C: Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace and might,
free us from the sin that binds us, that we may receive you in joy and serve you
always, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever. AMEN

Children’s Message

—WE HEAR GOD’'S WORD—
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FIRST READING: Micah 5:2-5a

2 But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are one of the little clans of Judah, from you shall
come forth for me one who is to rule in Israel, whose origin is from of old, from ancient days.
® Therefore he shall give them up until the time when she who is in labor has brought forth;
then the rest of his kindred shall return to the people of Israel.

* And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the LoRD, in the majesty of the name
of the LoRD his God. And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great to the ends of the
earth; ®>and he shall be the one of peace. If the Assyrians come into our land and tread upon
our soil, we will raise against them seven shepherds and eight installed as rulers.

L: The word of the Lord.

C: Thanks, be to God.

PSALM: LUKE 1:46-55

*® And Mary said, “My soul magnifies the Lord, *  and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,
*® for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant. Surely, from now on all
generations will call me blessed; *° for the Mighty One has done great things for me, and holy
is his name. *® His mercy is for those who fear him from generation to generation. >* He has
shown strength with his arm; he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts. >* He
has brought down the powerful from their thrones, and lifted up the lowly; *® he has filled the
hungry with good things, and sent the rich away empty.

>*He has helped his servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy, > according to the promise
he made to our ancestors, to Abraham and to his descendants forever.”

SECOND READING: Hebrews 10:5-10

> Consequently, when Christ came into the world, he said, “Sacrifices and offerings you have
not desired, but a body you have prepared for me; ®in burnt offerings and sin offerings you
have taken no pleasure.

"Then I said, ‘See, God, I have come to do your will, O God’ (in the scroll of the book it is
written of me).” ® When he said above, “You have neither desired nor taken pleasure in
sacrifices and offerings and burnt offerings and sin offerings” (these are offered according to
the law), ° then he added, “See, I have come to do your will.” He abolishes the first in order to
establish the second. ® And it is by God’s will that we have been sanctified through the
offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all. AMEN.

L: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.

P: Please Rise for the Gospel Acclamation.



THE GOSPEL ACCLAMATION “Alleluia”
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Al -le - lu - ia. Lord, to whom shall we go?
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You have the words of e - ter - nal Ihife. Al - le - lu - 1a.

P: The Holy Gospel, according to St. Luke, the 3rd chapter.

C: Glory to you, O Lord!

GOSPEL: Luke 1:39-55

% n those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill country, *° where
she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. ** When Elizabeth heard Mary’s
greeting, the child leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit “*and
exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your
womb. ** And why has this happened to me, that the mother of my Lord comes to me? ** For as
soon as | heard the sound of your greeting, the child in my womb leaped for joy. *° And
blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her by the
Lord.” *® And Mary said,“My soul magnifies the Lord, ¥  and my spirit rejoices in God my
Savior, * for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant. Surely, from now on all
generations will call me blessed; * for the Mighty One has done great things for me, and holy
is his name. *° His mercy is for those who fear him from generation to generation.

> He has shown strength with his arm; he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their
hearts. ®* He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, and lifted up the lowly; > he
has filled the hungry with good things, and sent the rich away empty.

**He has helped his servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy,> according to the promise he
made to our ancestors, to Abraham and to his descendants forever.”

P: The Gospel of the Lord. C: Praise to you, O Christ!

You may be seated.

SERMON
—WE RESPOND—

P: Please stand as you are able for the Sermon Song.



SERMON SONG My Soul Proclaims Your Greatness ELW #251
n H }
i S ) ——— i — .
1 | iy o @ o @ T—r—i s ai-
1 My soul pro-claims your great-ness, Lord; I sing my Sav -ior’s praise!
2 To all who live in ho -1ly fear your mer-cy ev - er flows.
3 To Is-ra-el, your ser-vant blest, your help is ev - er sure;
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With might-y arm you dash the proud, their schem-ing hearts ex - pose.
the  prom-ise to our par-ents made their chil - dren will se - cure.
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The ruth-less you have cast a-side, the low-ly throned in - stead;
Sing glo-ry to the Ho - ly One, give hon-or to the  Word,
n H }
) A ] | I | | | | |
7 4% | % % | e | | T " .i "I

great won-ders you have done for me, and
the hun- gry filled with all good things, the
and praise the Pow’r of the Most High, one

Text: With One Voice, 1995, based on the Magnificat
Music: KINGSFOLD, English folk tune
Text © 1995 Augsburg Fortress

ho - ly is your name.
rich sent off un - fed.
God, by all a - dored.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

THE NICENE CREED

We believe in one God,

the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,

the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,

begotten, not made,

of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation

he came down from heaven,

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.



For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;

he suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again

in accordance with the scriptures;

he ascended into heaven

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,*
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come. Amen.

THE PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL
After each petition of the prayer is said:

A:Lord, in your mercy,

C: Hear our prayer.

P: Trusting your love and healing, O God, we commend to you all for whom we pray,
knowing you will hear and answer, through Christ our Lord.

Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.

C: And also with you.

P: Let us share with one another the peace of the Lord.

~WELCOME TO THE LORD'S TABLE-

OFFERING

MUSICAL OFFERING



OFFERTORY Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah ELW #240
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1 Light one can-dle to watch for Mes-si - ah:  let the light ban-ish dark - ness.
2 Light two can-dles to watch for Mes-si - ah:  let the light ban-ish dark - ness.
3 Light three can-dles to watch for Mes-si - ah:  let the light ban-ish dark - ness.
4 Light four can-dles to watch for Mes-si - ah:  let the light ban-ish dark - ness.
0
| | [ |
| N | | | =———| 1 } 3 | [ | |
~— i N ] I I
F e B s e B ™
J  —— ~—
He shall bring sal - va-tion to Is-ra-el, God ful-fills the prom -ise.
He shall feed the flock like a shep-herd, gent-1ly lead them home-ward.
Lift your heads and lift high the gate-way for the King of glo - ry.
He is com -ing, tell the glad tid - ings. Let your lights be shin - ing!

Text: Wayne L. Wold, b. 1954

Music: TIF IN VELDELE, Yiddish folk tune
Text © 1984 Fortress Press, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

OFFERING PRAYER
A: Let us pray,

God of mercy and grace, the eyes of all wait upon you, and you open your hand in
blessing. Fill us with good things at your table that we may come to the help of all in
need, through Jesus Christ, our redeemer and Lord. Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
Dialogue (Sung)
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thanks and praise.



It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious resurrection of our
savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin, who in
dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought us to eternal life. And so, with Mary
Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all
their creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your
name and join their unending hymn.
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in the name of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. In great love you
sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, who preached good
news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke
it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this
for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This
cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness
of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his coming in glory.
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who share this
heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with you and the Holy
Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever. Amen.
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The Lord's Prayer
P: And now, we come to You in prayer, as our Savior Jesus has taught us:

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever
and ever. Amen.

Invitation of Communion

Jesus said, "I am the true vine. Abide in me as I abide in you."

P: Taste and see that the Lord is good.

We believe Jesus Christ is present in the bread and wine by his Word of Promise. All baptized Christians are invited to
participate in the celebration of God’s forgiving love, strengthening faith, and grace-filled hope. Those who are not
baptized and children not yet communing may come forward for a blessing (please cross your arms on your chest if
you desire a blessing).

Reception of Communion

The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you. Amen.

Communion distribution is continuous. Please come forward by the center aisle and receive the bread in your hands
as you hear the words “The body of Christ, given for you” to which you may respond, “Amen.” You may then dip the
bread into the cup as you hear the words “The blood of Christ, shed for you,” to which you may respond, “Amen.”
Note that the communion wine is alcohol-free. Please indicate if you need gluten-free elements.
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COMMUNION SONG: 0 Come, O Come, Emmanuel ELW #257
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1 O come, O come, Em - man - u - el and ran-som cap - tive
2 O come, O Wis-dom from on high, em - brac -ing all things
3 O come, O come, O Lord of might, as to your tribes on
4 O come, O Branch of Jes - se, free your own from Sa - tan’s
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Is - ra - el, thatmourns in lone - ly  ex - ile here
far and nigh: in strengthand beau -ty  come and stay;
Si - nai’sheight in an - cient times you gave the law
tyr - an - ny; fromdepths of hell your peo - ple save,
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un - til the Son of God ap - pear.
teach us your will and guide our way. Re-joice! Re-joice!
in cloud, and maj - es - ty, and awe.
and give them vic - try o’er the grave.
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Em - man - u - el shall come to you, O Is - ra - el.

5 O come, O Key of David, come,
and open wide our heav’nly home;
make safe the way that leads on high,
and close the path to misery. Refrain

6 O come, O Dayspring, come and cheer;
O Sun of justice, now draw near.
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night,
and death’s dark shadow put to flight. Refrain

7 O come, O King of nations, come,
O Cornerstone that binds in one:
refresh the hearts that long for you;
restore the broken, make us new. Refrain

8 O come, O come, Emmanuel,
and ransom captive Israel,

that mourns in lonely exile here
until the Son of God appear. Refrain

Text: Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, K6ln, 1710; tr. composite
Music: VENI, EMMANUEL, French processional, 15th cent.
Text sts. 2, 6,7 © 1997 Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

Instrumental Music Cesar Vidaud
P: Please stand as you are able.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

A: Let us pray,

Wise and generous God, we thank you that at this holy table you have fed us again with the food
of everlasting life. Send us with your blessing to seek the good of our neighbor and call others to
your feast; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

~WE ARE SENT FORTH-
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Benediction

P: Almighty and merciful God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless, preserve, and keep you this

day and forevermore. Amen.

SENDING SONG:

Canticle of the Turning

ELW #723
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1 My soul crics out with a joy - ful shout  that the
2 Though I am small, my ... God, my all, you . . .
3 From the halls of pow’r to the for - tress tow'r, not a
4 Though thc na - tions rage from . . age to age, we  re -
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stone will be left on stone Let the king be - ware for your
mem - ber who holds us last God’s mer - cy must de -
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won - drous things that you bring to the ones who wait.
depths of the past to the end of the age to be.
Jjus - tice tears ev - ry ty - rant from his throne.
liv - er us from the con - quer-or’s crush - ing grasp.
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You fixed your sight on your ser - vant’s plight, and my
Your ver -y name puts the  proud to shame, and to
The hun - gry poor shall weep no more, for the
This sav - ing word that our fore - bears heard is the
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weak -ness you did not spurn, so from east to west shall my
those who would for you  yearn, you will show your might, put the
food they can nev - er earn; there are ta - bles spread, ev-'ry
prom - ise which holds us bound, till the spear and rod <can be
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name be blest. Could the world be a - bout I} urn?
strong  to flight, for the world is a - bout to turn.
mouth be fed, for the world is a - bout to turn.
crushed by God, who 18 turn - ing the world a - round.
Refrain
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Wipe a- way all tears, for the dawn draws near, and the world i1s a-bout to turn.

Text: Rory Cooney, b. 1952, based on the Magnificat

Music: STAR OF COUNTY DOWN, Irish traditional
Text @ 1990 GTA Publications, Tnc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, TT. 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.

All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Tuplication inany form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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DISMISSAL
A: Go in peace. Share the good news.

C: Thanks be to God.

IN OUR PRAYERS

In our prayers today are these members of our homebound and others of our parish family in need of healing: Cynthia
Langbauer. We also need to pray for: Kathy Runk, Barbara Nilles, Carmen Crespo, Henry Rosua, Frank Odiema, Roy Kaptain,
Jimmy Fennelli, Bob & Jane Reinhold, Larry and Beverly Sheehan, Dee Lauterberg, Chico E., Paul Hanzlik, Rosie Fennelli, C.C.

Prayers for Friends of the Church: Mike D., George F., David Spall, Joan Coletti, Giacomo Dresseno, Jeannie Rogers,
Adam Rubino, Berna, Braemen Weiner, Chandler Weiner, Debbie Fiore, Debbie Seckel, Elaine Brustad, Elizabeth Kraus,
Hazel Quire, Juan Tavarez, Kenneth Smith, Mary Taylor, Norma Duckworth, Cynthia, Tim Tyler, Richard H., Antonio C,,
Mireya D., Emma Holmes and her family, and Jack Vatral.

We are always updating our prayer list. Ifyou would like your name added or removed, please notify Pat Belanger or the office.

Anpnouncements

ANNUAL FASHION SHOW FUNDRAISER: On January 23rd at Galuppi’s restaurant in Pompano Beach at 11:30a.m.
Tickets for this event will go on sale November 15, 2015 in the narthex. This will include lunch and gratuity. Those
people who need flyers to post in your condos, store fronts or tickets to sell can speak with Rose Jones or Rosie
Fennelli. Donation: $30.00

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES: Come, join us to celebrate the Nativity of Our Lord on Christmas Eve: 5:30p.m. (Family
worship), 7:30p.m. (Traditional blend), 9:00p.m. (Bilingual worship).

Service Assistants for December

10:15 AM

December 20

December 27

ASSISTING MINISTER

Pat Belanger

Sera Butz

ACOLYTE

Madison Kibler

Pat Belanger

LECTOR

Pat Belanger

Carol Jacobson

USHERS - Need 4 to Serve

Head Usher — Rosie
Fennelli

Lisa Castaneda
Kim Hanzlik
Marsha Kibler
Jeanne Pettit

Head Usher - Rosie
Fennelli

Suzanne Loggins
Scott Kelley
Lynda Smith & Zac

Head Usher - Rosie
Fennelli

GREETERS — Need 2 to

Caroline Smith

Larry & Beverly

serve Edith Reichenbach Sheehan
SOUND Sera Butz TBA
PROJECTION TBA TBA

Make sure you like our Facebook page! This will help others find our congregation and help us to
promote our mission. Go to www.facebook.com/sslcpompano
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@ St. Stephen
Evangelical Lutheran Church

Encouraging and strengthening faith in
Jesus, and sharing the joy of God’s love.

Sunday Worship Schedule
Praise and Faith formation 9:00 a.m.
Traditional Blend Worship Service at 10:15 a.m.

Latino Worship Service at 12:30 p.m.
Holy Communion is celebrated weekly

Church Staff

Rev. Pedro Suarez - Pastor
pastor@ststephenlutheran.net
Cesar Vidaud - Director of Music
Aidee Koach - Administrative Assistant
sslcpompano@gmail.com

Congregation Council

Rob Lewis, President:
councilpresident@ststephenlutheran.net

Web Antill Eric Castaneda
Christian Hecker Larry Jones
Natalie Prego - Secretary Kathy Runk - Vice Pres.

Office hours: 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 Mon- Fri

St. Stephen Evangelical Lutheran Church
2500 NE 14th Street Causeway, Pompano Beach, Florida, 33062
Tele: 954.942.4473 o Fax: 954.942.4474
www.ststephenlutheran.net

www.facebook.com/SSLCPompano
©2013 All rights reserved.
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From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2010 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under
Fortress Liturgies Annual License #24029. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian
Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights
reserved. Hymns are covered by our license CCLI 2959830.
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