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—WE GATHER— 
 

INTRODUCTION 
“Rejoice always,” begins the reading from First Thessalonians. Isaiah and the psalmist make clear that God is turning 
our mourning into laughter and shouts of joy. “All God’s children got a robe,” go the words of the spiritual. It is not so 
much a stately, formal, pressed outfit as it is a set of party clothes, clothes that make us feel happy just to put on. We 
receive that robe in baptism, and in worship we gather for a foretaste of God’s party. 
 

WELCOME 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who comes to wake us from sleep, 
who leads us into the light of grace.  
C: Amen. 
 

P: Let us prepare the way of the Lord by confessing our sin against God and neighbor. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

P: God of all time:  
C:  We confess that we have not prepared for your merciful reign among us. We 
often ignore our neighbors in need and fail in the labor of justice and peace. In 
your mercy forgive us. Grant us wisdom to welcome your light and to seek the 
things that will endure until Christ comes again in glory. Amen. 
 

P: In ☩ Jesus Christ your sins are forgiven and all things are made new. 
Rejoice in this good news! 
C: AMEN.  
 
OPENING SONG:                     Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah                ELW #240 
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THE GREETING 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. 
 

C: And also with you. 
 
KYRIE (Sung) 
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HYMN OF PRAISE  “This is the feast” 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P:   Let us pray together: 
C: Stir up the wills of your faithful people, Lord God, and open our ears to the words of 
your prophets, that, anointed by your Spirit, we may testify to your light; through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. AMEN 
 

Children’s message      Pastor Nelson 
Temple talk       Pastor Nelson 
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—WE HEAR GOD’S WORD— 
 

FIRST READING:                              Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 
1The spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, because the LORD has anointed me; he has sent me to 
bring good news to the oppressed, to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the 
captives, and release to the prisoners; 2to proclaim the year of the LORD’s favor, and the day of 
vengeance of our God; to comfort all who mourn; 3to provide for those who mourn in Zion to 
give them a garland instead of ashes, the oil of gladness instead of mourning, the mantle of 
praise instead of a faint spirit. 
They will be called oaks of righteousness, the planting of the LORD, to display his glory. 
4They shall build up the ancient ruins, they shall raise up the former devastations; they shall 
repair the ruined cities, the devastations of many generations. 
8For I the LORD love justice, I hate robbery and wrongdoing; I will faithfully give them their 
recompense, and I will make an everlasting covenant with them. 
9Their descendants shall be known among the nations, and their offspring among the peoples; 
all who see them shall acknowledge that they are a people whom the LORD has blessed. 
10I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, my whole being shall exult in my God; for he has clothed me 
with the garments of salvation, he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, as a 
bridegroom decks himself with a garland, and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 
11For as the earth brings forth its shoots, and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up, 
so the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and praise to spring up before all the nations. 
 
L: This is the word of the Lord.    
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
 
PSALM (ELW): PSALM 126 
1When the LORD restored the fortunes of Zion, 
  then were we like those who dream. 
2Then was our mouth filled with laughter, and our tongue with shouts of joy. 
  Then they said among the nations, “The LORD has done great things for them.” 
3The LORD has done great things for us, 
  and we are glad indeed. 
4Restore our fortunes, O LORD, 
  like the watercourses of the Negeb.  
5Those who sowed with tears 
  will reap with songs of joy. 
6Those who go out weeping, carrying the seed, 
  will come again with joy, shouldering their sheaves. 
 
 
SECOND READING: 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24  
16Rejoice always, 17pray without ceasing, 18give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of 
God in Christ Jesus for you. 19Do not quench the Spirit. 20Do not despise the words of 
prophets, 21but test everything; hold fast to what is good; 22abstain from every form of evil. 
 



6 
 

23May the God of peace himself sanctify you entirely; and may your spirit and soul and body be 
kept sound and blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 24The one who calls you is 
faithful, and he will do this. 
 
L: This is the word of the Lord.  
C: Thanks be to God.  
 
(Please Rise)  
 
THE GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   “Alleluia ” 

 
P: The Holy Gospel, according to St. John, the 1st chapter. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord! 
 
GOSPEL: John 1:6-8, 19-28 
6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a witness to testify to the 
light, so that all might believe through him. 8He himself was not the light, but he came to testify 
to the light. 19This is the testimony given by John when the Jews sent priests and Levites from 
Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?” 20He confessed and did not deny it, but confessed, “I am 
not the Messiah.” 21And they asked him, “What then? Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are 
you the prophet?” He answered, “No.” 22Then they said to him, “Who are you? Let us have an 
answer for those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?” 23He said, “I am the voice of one 
crying out in the wilderness, ‘Make straight the way of the Lord,’” as the prophet Isaiah said.  
24Now they had been sent from the Pharisees. 25They asked him, “Why then are you baptizing if 
you are neither the Messiah, nor Elijah, nor the prophet?” 26John answered them, “I baptize with 
water. Among you stands one whom you do not know, 27the one who is coming after me; I am 
not worthy to untie the thong of his sandal.” 28This took place in Bethany across the Jordan 
where John was baptizing. 
 
P: The Gospel of the Lord.     
C: Praise to you, O Christ! 
 
SERMON                                                                                                        Rev. Dr. Sidney Nelson 
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—WE RESPOND— 
 

SERMON SONG:                                Prepare the Royal Highway                          ELW #264 

 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

       creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,  

       who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

born of the virgin Mary,  

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried;  

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again;  

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,  

       the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  

the resurrection of the body,  

and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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THE PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL  
A: Guided by the light of Christ, let us pray for the coming dawn of joy, healing, and 

comfort for all God’s people. 
 

After each petition of the prayer is said: 
 

A: Lord, in your mercy.       
C: Hear our prayer.  
 
A/P: We raise our prayers to you, O God, in the name of the one who is, who was, and 
who is to come, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
C: Amen. 
 
SHARING OF THE PEACE 
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.      
C: And also with you. 
P:  Let us share with one another the peace of the Lord. 
 
 

-WELCOME TO THE LORD'S TABLE- 
 

OFFERING 
  

MUSICAL OFFERING:                                     He Came Down                                        ELW #253 
                (verses 1, 2 & 3) 

 

 
 

 
OFFERING PRAYER 
A: Let us pray. 
A: God of abundance, we bring before you the precious fruits of your creation, and with them 
our very lives. Teach us patience and hope as we care for all those in need until the coming of 
your Son, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
Dialogue  
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer, through whom you will also 
make all things new in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
In the night in which he was betrayed,  

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,  
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me.  
 
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died.  
Christ is risen.  
Christ will come again. 
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With this bread and cup we remember your Word dwelling among us, 
full of grace and truth. We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. 
We look with hope for his coming.  
Come, Lord Jesus.  
 
Holy God, we long for your Spirit. 
Come among us. Bless this meal. May your Word take flesh in us. 
Awaken your people. Fill us with your light. Bring the gift of peace on earth. 
Come, Holy Spirit.  
All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel, 
Word of God incarnate, Power of the Most High,  
one God, now and forever.  
 

The Lord's Prayer 
 

C: Amen. Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses  
as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

Invitation of Communion 
P: Welcome to the Lord’s table.  

 

Reception of Communion 
The body of Christ, given for you. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. Amen. 
 
 

Communion distribution is continuous.  Please come forward by the center aisle and receive the bread in your hands as you hear 
the words “The body of Christ, given for you” to which you may respond, “Amen.”  You may then dip the bread into the cup as you 
hear the words “The blood of Christ, shed for you,” to which you may respond, “Amen.”  Please note that the communion wine is 
alcohol-free. Please indicate if you need gluten-free elements. 
 

 “LAMB OF GOD” 
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Communion Song:                                  Christ, Be Our Light                               ELW #715 
              

 
Instrumental Music                                                                                             Cesar Vidaud 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
A: Let us pray. 
A: God for whom we wait, you come to us in the broken bread and the cup we share. 
Make us ready always to welcome Christ into our hearts, and send us forth to be your people in 
the world, announcing your coming among us in Jesus Christ our Lord.  
C: Amen. 
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-WE ARE SENT FORTH- 
 

Benediction 
P: May the Lord bless you and keep you.  
May the Lord lift up his countence upon you and be gracious to you.  

May the Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.  
C: Amen. 
 

Announcements  
 
SENDING SONG:                                            People, Look East                                   ELW #248 

 
 

DISMISSAL 
 

A: Go in peace. Prepare the way of the Lord.  
C: Thanks be to God. 
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IN OUR PRAYERS 
In our prayers today are these members of our homebound and others of our parish family in need of 
healing: Rudy Koch, Laurel Blake, Jim Loggins, Barb Taylor, Diane Adler, Jean Rogers, Katie, Roy and Barbara 
Kaptain, Lisa Allen, Bob & Jane Reinhold, C.C., Trudy DiCarlo and Marie Koach.  
 
Prayers for Friends of the Church: Barbara Gummo, Marjorie, Jerry, Cheryl, Robert, Craig, Henry Q., Damien 
S., Monique Rogers and her mom Betty, Myrka Alverist’s family, Maggie Alverist, Ann Farrell, Normagene 
Richardson, Aiden Chase, Rita Stevenson, Mike, Barbara Greco, Dr. Willis Allen, Eleanor Knauf, Alessandra, 
Cheryl, Nick Caldwell Sr., Lucille Capece, Lexie Sachlis, George F., David Spall, Joan Coletti, Adam Rubino, 
Berna, Braemen Weiner, Chandler Weiner, Debbie Seckel,  Elizabeth Kraus, Kenneth Smith, Mary Taylor, 
Cynthia, Richard H., Laurie Engelhardt, Diane Adler at the death of her mom Helene Harker, Katie’s Paff 
grandma.   
 
December flowers sponsors:  December 3 by Natalie Prego in honor of daughter Aliya’s Knowles birthday.  
      December 10 by Carol Jacobson in honor of Kelly’s birthday.  
      December 17 by Catherine Zippay in memory of Henry Zippay.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DECEMBER 24th SCHEDULE:  
 

10:15am Advent worship “Mary Mother of Our Lord”. 
5:30pm   Christmas Eve Worship with children program, candlelight and communion.  

     Children will have a chance to portray those involved in the Christmas story.    
      Come worship the Christ child with good music, inspiring message and candlelight. 
7:00pm   Christmas Eve Worship candlelight and communion  

  We hope to be inspired, challenged and filled with the Spirit of God as we sing Christmas tunes.  
  Bring friends and family to celebrate Christ birth. A candlelight at the end of both services help     
  us to remember that Silent and Holy Night!  

 
POINSETTIAS: Today will be the last day to order poinsettias, they can be dedicated to loved ones. They will 
decorate our altar until after the Christmas Service when you can take home what you purchased. Donation: 
$10.00. 
 
COMMITMENT CARDS for our Estimate of Giving can be placed in our offering plate (use envelope for 
confidentiality); bring to office; by mail; or by email sslcpompano@gmail.com  
 
A CHILDREN'S REHEARSAL to portray the Christmas story will take place right after today’s worship service. If 
you would like your child participate, please stay. The children's pageant will be on Christmas Eve December 
24th at 5:30pm. Children need to be at the church at 4:45pm. Let's keep encouraging and strengthening faith in 
Jesus, and sharing the joy of God's love.  
 
OFFERING ENVELOPES, 2018 offering envelopes are available for pick up on the back table. If any other friends 
of the church who would like offering envelopes, please see Larry Jones or Carol Jacobson. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:sslcpompano@gmail.com
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Service Assistants for December  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 December 24 
Christmas Eve  

5:30p.m Service 

December 24 
Christmas Eve  
7pm Service 

 

ASSISTING MINISTER Sera Butz Aura Suarez  

ACOLYTE Katie Paff Aiyana Cartwright  

USHERS Lynda Smith 
Pat Belanger 

 

Terry Shumway Rosie Fennelli 

SOUND Dennis Magarrell Sera Butz  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

10:15 AM December 17 December 24 December 31  

ASSISTING MINISTER Natalie Prego Aura Suarez Aura Suarez 

ACOLYTE Katie Paff Aiyana Cartwright  Katie Paff 

LECTOR Catherine Zippay Tom Peterson Rosie Fennelli 

USHERS –Need 4 to 
Serve  
 
 
 
 
Head Usher 

Harry Ambrose 
Patricia Engle 
Terry Shumway 
Catherine Zippay 
 
Rosie Fennelli 

Lisa Castaneda 
Linda Hanzlik 
Lynda Smith 
Zachary Smith 
 
Rosie Fennelli 

Floyd MacDonald 
Jeanne Pettit 
Harry Ambrose 
Patricia Engle 
 
Rosie Fennelli 

GREETERS – Need 2 to 
Serve 

Caroline Smith 
Ruth Wagle 

TBA Caroline Smith 
Ruth Wagle 

SOUND Dennis Magarrell Sera Butz Eric Castaneda 

PROJECTION Eric Castaneda TBA Dennis Magarrell 
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“I’m doing great things for the Lord” 
 

You can say this to yourself every week as you gather in worship knowing that your 

weekly or monthly gift serves God’s beloved children at home and around the world. 

There is nothing that you can do today (in my opinion) that has more importance than 

completing this card and submitting it as your commitment to the ministries of your 

Lord’s church. Your generosity is a reflection of God’s generosity to you. I know a 

retired farmer from Minnesota that told me this spring as he made his commitment to 

his church, “you can never out give the Lord.” He also said that “God is good and his 

generosity abounds in our lives”. You’re giving is a daily act of kindness and gentleness 

and love to so many people. 

“Lord, when did we see you: 

Hungry and give you food? 

Thirsty and give you drink? 

Naked and give you clothes? 

And the Lord will answer “In as much as you have done it unto any of these, my 

children, you have done it unto me.“ (Matthew 25 paraphrase) 

 

“This is the day that our Lord has made, let us rejoice and give thankfully to God” 

 

Pastor Nelson     

 

 
Please return card:  in offering plate 

           To office 

           By mail 

           Or by email to 

           sslcpompano@email.com 
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St Stephen  
 Lutheran Church, ELCA 

 

Encouraging and strengthening faith in Jesus, and 
sharing the joy of God’s love. 

 

  Sunday Schedule 
 10:15 a.m. Worship 

Holy Communion is celebrated weekly 

Church Staff 
Rev. Dr. Sidney Nelson – Interim Pastor 

 ststephenpastornelson@gmail.com 
561-235-0929 

Cesar Vidaud – Director of Music 
Clarence (Teddy) Rowe – Sexton  

Aidee Koach – Administrative Assistant  
sslcpompano@gmail.com 

 

Congregation Council 
Larry Jones - President  

councilpresident@ststephenlutheran.net 
 

                                Christian Hecker – Vice-president            Eric Castaneda - Treasurer 
                                      Natalie Prego  - Secretary                                Lynda Smith                                        
                                   Patricia Engle                                     Harry Ambrose   
                                    Dennis Magarrell  
 

Office hours: 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 Mon- Fri 
 

St. Stephen Lutheran Church, ELCA 
2500 NE 14th Street Causeway, Pompano Beach, Florida, 33062 

Tele: 954.942.4473 • Fax: 954.942.4474 •                             
                                                                      www.ststephenlutheran.net 

                                                     www.facebook.com/SSLCPompano 
©2013 All rights reserved. 
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