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WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

—WE GATHER— 
 
INTRODUCTION 
Jesus says, “It is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom.” It is God’s promise 
from the beginning—to Abraham, to the early church, and to the “little flock” of which we 
are a part today in assembly. Faith, God’s baptismal gift, trusts the promises of God. Have no 
fear. 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Please stand as you are able.  
 
P: In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
 

P: Almighty God to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no 
secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord.    
C: Amen. 
 

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.  
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

P: Most merciful God:  
 
C:  We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we 
have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved 
our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on 
us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk 
in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.  
 
P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us and for his sake God 
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ and by 
his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the 
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  
 
C: Amen.  
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OPENING SONG:                              Great Is Thy Faithfulness                                   ELW #733 

 
 
THE GREETING 
 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

P:  Let us pray together: 
C: Almighty God, you sent your Holy Spirit to be the life and light of your church. 
Open our hearts to the riches of your grace, that we may be ready to receive you 
wherever you appear, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 
 

Children’s Message 
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—WE HEAR GOD’S WORD— 

FIRST READING:                                                    Genesis 15:1-6 
¹After these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision, “Do not be afraid, Abram, I 
am your shield; your reward shall be very great.” 2 But Abram said, “O Lord GOD, what will you 
give me, for I continue childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?” 3 And Abram 
said, “You have given me no offspring, and so a slave born in my house is to be my heir.” 4 But 
the word of the LORD came to him, “This man shall not be your heir; no one but your very own 
issue shall be your heir.” 5 He brought him outside and said, “Look toward heaven and count the 
stars, if you are able to count them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your descendants be.” 6 And 
he believed the LORD; and the LORD reckoned it to him as righteousness. 
 
 

L: This is the word of the Lord.        
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Psalm 33:12-22 
12 Happy is the nation whose God is the LORD, the people whom he has chosen as his heritage. 
13 The LORD looks down from heaven; he sees all humankind. 
14 From where he sits enthroned he watches all the inhabitants of the earth— 
15 he who fashions the hearts of them all, and observes all their deeds. 
16 A king is not saved by his great army; a warrior is not delivered by his great strength. 
17 The war horse is a vain hope for victory, and by its great might it cannot save. 
18 Truly the eye of the LORD is on those who fear him, 
    on those who hope in his steadfast love, 
19 to deliver their soul from death, and to keep them alive in famine. 
20 Our soul waits for the LORD; he is our help and shield. 
21 Our heart is glad in him, because we trust in his holy name. 
22 Let your steadfast love, O LORD, be upon us, even as we hope in you. 

SECOND READING:                                                                                       Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16 
Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. 2 Indeed, by 
faith our ancestors received approval. 3 By faith we understand that the worlds were prepared 
by the word of God, so that what is seen was made from things that are not visible. 8 

By faith 

Abraham obeyed when he was called to set out for a place that he was to receive as an inheritance; 

and he set out, not knowing where he was going. 
9 
By faith he stayed for a time in the land he had 

been promised, as in a foreign land, living in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with him of 

the same promise. 
10 

For he looked forward to the city that has foundations, whose architect and 

builder is God. 
11 

By faith he received power of procreation, even though he was too old—and Sarah 

herself was barren—because he considered him faithful who had promised. 
12 

Therefore from one 

person, and this one as good as dead, descendants were born, “as many as the stars of heaven and as 

the innumerable grains of sand by the seashore.” 
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13 
All of these died in faith without having received the promises, but from a distance they saw and 

greeted them. They confessed that they were strangers and foreigners on the earth, 
14 

for people who 

speak in this way make it clear that they are seeking a homeland. 
15 

If they had been thinking of the 

land that they had left behind, they would have had opportunity to return. 
16 

But as it is, they desire a 

better country, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God; indeed, 

he has prepared a city for them. 

 
L: This is the word of the Lord.    
C: Thanks be to God.  
 
P:  Please stand as you are able for the Gospel Acclamation. 
 
THE GOSPEL ACCLAMATION     “Alleluia ” 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

P: The Holy Gospel, according to St. Luke, the 12th chapter. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord! 
 
GOSPEL:                 Luke 12:32-40 
 

32 “Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom. 
33 Sell your possessions, and give alms. Make purses for yourselves that do not wear out, an 
unfailing treasure in heaven, where no thief comes near and no moth destroys. 34 For where 
your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 35 “Be dressed for action and have your lamps lit; 
36 be like those who are waiting for their master to return from the wedding banquet, so that 
they may open the door for him as soon as he comes and knocks. 37 Blessed are those slaves 
whom the master finds alert when he comes; truly I tell you, he will fasten his belt and have 
them sit down to eat, and he will come and serve them. 38 If he comes during the middle of the 
night, or near dawn, and finds them so, blessed are those slaves. 39 “But know this: if the owner 
of the house had known at what hour the thief was coming, he would not have let his house be 
broken into. 40 You also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour.” 
 
P: The Gospel of the Lord.    C: Praise to you, O Christ! 
 
P: You may be seated. 
 
SERMON                                                         Rev. Pedro Suarez 
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—WE RESPOND— 
 
P:  Please stand as you are able for the Sermon Song. 
 
 
SERMON SONG:                                       Blessed Assurance                                      ELW #638 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

       creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,  

       who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary,  

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried;  

he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again;  

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

       the holy catholic church,  

       the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins,  

the resurrection of the body,  

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
 
THE PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL  
 

A: Rooted in Christ and rising to serve, let us pray for the church, the world, and all in need. 
 

After each petition of the prayer is said: 
 

A:  Hear us, O God.                                       
C: Your mercy is great. 
 
P: We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting your promise to hear us; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
 
SHARING OF THE PEACE 
 

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.      
C: And also with you. 
P:  Let us share with one another the peace of the Lord. 
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-WE COME TO THE LORD'S TABLE- 
 
OFFERING 
 
MUSICAL OFFERING:                  Children of the Heavenly Father                        ELW #781 
 

 
 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
 
A: God of mercy and grace, the eyes of all wait upon you, and you open your hand in blessing. 

Fill us with good things at your table that we may come to the help of all in need, through 

Jesus Christ, our redeemer and Lord. 
Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



9 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 
Dialogue    (Sung) 
 

 

 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 

and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this 

day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of 

everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of 

heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father: Endless is your mercy and eternal your reign. 

You have filled all creation with light and life; heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

We praise you for the grace shown to your people in every age: the promise to Israel, the 

rescue from Egypt, the gift of the promised land, the words of the prophets; and, at this end of 

all the ages, the gift of your Son, who proclaimed the good news in word and deed and was 

obedient to your will, even to giving his life. 

 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do 

this for the remembrance of me.  

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness 

of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.  

 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s 

death until he comes. 

 

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

 

Therefore, O God, with this bread and cup we remember the life our Lord offered for us. 

And, believing the witness of his resurrection, we await his coming in power to share with us 

the great and promised feast.  

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

 

Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit, that we who share in Christ’s body and blood 

may live to the praise of your glory and receive our inheritance with all your saints in light. 

Amen. Come, Holy Spirit. 

 

Join our prayers with those of your servants of every time and every place, and unite them 

with the ceaseless petitions of our great high priest until he comes as victorious Lord of all. 

Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory and honor is yours, 

almighty Father, now and forever.  Amen. 

 

The Lord's Prayer 
 

P: And now, we come to You in prayer, as our Savior Jesus has taught us: 
 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 
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Invitation of Communion 
 

P: Christ invites you to a place of honor at this banquet. Welcome to the feast. 

 
We believe Jesus Christ is present in the bread and wine by his Word of Promise. All baptized 
Christians are invited to participate in the celebration of God’s forgiving love, strengthening faith, 
and grace-filled hope. Those who are not baptized and children not yet communing may come 
forward for a blessing (please cross your arms on your chest if you desire a blessing). 
 
 

Reception of Communion 
 

The body of Christ, given for you. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. Amen. 
 

 
 
Communion distribution today is at the Altar rail and received by intinction. Please come forward by the 
center aisle at the direction of an usher, and kneel or stand (as you are able) at the Altar rail. Receive the 
bread in your hands and dip it in the wine. The wine is alcohol free. There is no group dismissal. Please 
return to your seats by the center aisle. Please indicate if you need gluten-free elements.  
 
 
 

“LAMB OF GOD” 
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Communion Song:                                When Memory Fades                                 ELW #792 
 

 
 
Instrumental Music                                                                                               Cesar Vidaud  
 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 
A:  O God, as a mother comforts her child, so you comfort your people, carrying us in your 

arms and satisfying us with this food and drink, the body and blood of Christ. Send us now as 

your disciples, announcing peace and proclaiming that the reign of God has come near; 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
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-WE ARE SENT FORTH- 
 
Benediction 

 

  P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
   The Lord’s faces shine on you with grace and mercy. 
   The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. Amen. 

 
 
SENDING SONG:                      My Life Flows On in Endless Song                        ELW #763 
 

 
 
 
DISMISSAL 
 

A: Go in peace. Share the good news.  
 

Thanks be to God. 
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IN OUR PRAYERS 
 

In our prayers today are these members of our homebound and others of our parish family in need of 
healing: Cynthia Langbauer.  We also need to pray for, Mildred Grady, Kathy Runk, Marie Koach, Roy 
Kaptain, Bob & Jane Reinhold, Larry and Beverly Sheehan, Chico E., Paul Hanzlik, and C.C. 
 
Prayers for Friends of the Church: Matthew Belanger, Eli, Julian, Teo, Elia, Joyce Brelsford, Dennis 
VanCour, Lucille Capece, Marty Shram, Lexie Sachlis, George F., David Spall, Joan Coletti, Isolina 
Quintana, Adam Rubino, Berna, Braemen Weiner, Chandler Weiner, Debbie Seckel, Elaine Brustad, 
Elizabeth Kraus, Hazel Quire, Juan Tavarez,  Kenneth Smith, Mary Taylor, Norma Duckworth, 
Cynthia, Tim Tyler, Richard H., Laurie Engelhardt, and Lemmuel Knowles Sr. 
 
We are always updating our prayer list.  If you would like your name added or removed, please notify 
Pat Belanger or the office.  
 
Flowers this week sponsored by: Pat Engle in memory of Katherine Trykoski. 
 

  

           
 
 

 
 
 
 

BACK TO SCHOOL EVENT: On Saturday, August 13 from 2:00a.m. to 4:00p.m. at the Fellowship Hall 
with blessing of the backpacks, games, food, music and more!  Also, the Socializing Team will have the 
popular "ICE CREAM SOCIAL" combined with this event !!  This is a great chance for parents to come 
with their children and have family fun.  School supplies donations needed to fill backpacks.  
 
ELVIS GOSPEL CONCERT: Yes, you read right!  The socializing team is planning to have an Elvis Gospel 
Concert on August 27, 7 p.m. at our church.  It’s an opportunity for people to come, see about our 
church, and enjoy the traditional gospel hymns and songs in the interpretation of Elvis by Barry Porter. 
A free will offering will be collected.  Come and invite others! 
  
IF YOU NEED PASTORAL CARE:  Perhaps you get ill and have missed worship, then please let someone 
contact our church office so that we know. We would be more than happy to visit you if you wish. Either 
the pastor or someone would go as soon as possible. Holy Communion is available for those special 
circumstances. With so many snowbirds in our congregation it is easy to lose track. Perhaps you would 
like to be part of a caring team, if so let us know as well! 
 
9:00 A.M. LITURGICAL WORSHIP: Our 9:00 am service during summer is also a regular liturgical 
service. The 10:15 a.m. worship remains the same. 
 
APPLAUDING IN WORSHIP: The choir members would appreciate much more a comment after 
worship rather than an applause. After all, they are not performing; they are leading us in worshiping 
Christ. Thanks for understanding and abstaining from applauding them during worship! 
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Make sure you like our Facebook page!  This will help others find our congregation and help us to 
promote our mission. Go to www.facebook.com/sslcpompano 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Service Assistants for August 
 

10:15 AM August 7 August 14 August 21 August 28 

ASSISTING MINISTER Pat Belanger Aura Suarez Sera Butz Carol Jacobson 

ACOLYTE Katie Paff Sera Butz Katie Paff Madison Kibler 

LECTOR Carol Jacobson Kevin Otterson Pat Belanger Tom Peterson 

USHERS –Need 4 to 
Serve  
 
 
 
Head Usher 

Suzanne Loggins 
Barbara Kaptain 
Lisa Castaneda 
 
 
Rosie Fennelli 

Lynda Smith 
Zachary Smith 
Carissa Esposito 
Sherry Fox 
 
Rosie Fennelli 

Harry Ambrose 
Patricia Engle 
Catherine Zippay 
Natalie Prego 
 
Rosie Fennelli 

Darin Kibler 
Marsha Kibler 
Drew Kibler 
Floyd MacDonald 
 
Rosie Fennelli 

GREETERS – Need 2 
to Serve 

Caroline Smith 
Barbara Kaptain 

Natalie Prego 
Rose Jones 

Caroline Smith 
Ruth Wagle 

Kelly Jacobson 
Rose Jones 

SOUND Sera Butz Eric Castaneda Dennis Magarell  Katie Paff 

PROJECTION Dennis Magarrell Larry Jones Eric Castaneda Sera Butz 
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Encouraging and strengthening faith in 
Jesus, and sharing the joy of God’s love. 

 

Sunday Worship Schedule 
 9:00 a.m. and 10:15 a.m. 

Holy Communion is celebrated weekly 

Church Staff 
Rev. Pedro Suarez – Pastor 
 ststephenpastor@gmail.com 

Cesar Vidaud – Director of Music 
Clarence (Teddy) Rowe – Sexton  

Aidee Koach – Administrative Assistant  
sslcpompano@gmail.com 

 

Congregation Council 
Larry Jones, President:  

councilpresident@ststephenlutheran.net 
 

                               Web Antill                              Eric Castaneda  
                               Christian Hecker                Lynda Smith    
                                 Natalie Prego  - Secretary    Kathy Runk  - Vice Pres. 
   

Office hours: 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 Mon- Fri 
 

St. Stephen Evangelical Lutheran Church 
2500 NE 14th Street Causeway, Pompano Beach, Florida, 33062 

Tele: 954.942.4473 • Fax: 954.942.4474 •  
www.ststephenlutheran.net 

www.facebook.com/SSLCPompano 
©2013 All rights reserved. 
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