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—WE GATHER— 
 

INTRODUCTION 
In Isaiah the people are bid to look to their spiritual ancestors as the rock from which they were hewn. Jesus declares 
that the church will be built on the rock of Peter’s bold confession of faith. God’s word of reconciliation and mercy are 
keys to the church’s mission. Paul urges us to not be conformed to this world, but to offer our bodies as a living 
sacrifice, using our individual gifts to build up the body of Christ. From the table we go forth to offer our spiritual 
worship through word and deed. 
 

WELCOME 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
P: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.    
C: Amen. 
 

P: Almighty God to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no 
secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord.    
C: Amen. 
 

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.  
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

P: Most merciful God:  
 
C:  We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we 
have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved 
our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on 
us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk 
in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.  
 

P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us and for his sake God 
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ and by 
his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the 
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  
 
C: AMEN.  
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OPENING SONG:                         The Church’s One Foundation                           ELW #654 

 

 
THE GREETING 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. 
 

C: And also with you. 
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KYRIE (Sung) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



5 
 

HYMN OF PRAISE  “This is the feast” 

 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P:   Let us pray together: 
C:  O God, with all your faithful followers of every age, we praise you, the rock of our life. 
Be our strong foundation and form us into the body of your Son, that we may gladly 
minister to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. AMEN 
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—WE HEAR GOD’S WORD— 
 

FIRST READING:                                 Isaiah 51:1-6 
1Listen to me, you that pursue righteousness, you that seek the LORD. Look to the rock from 
which you were hewn, and to the quarry from which you were dug. 2Look to Abraham your 
father and to Sarah who bore you; for he was but one when I called him, but I blessed him and 
made him many. 3For the LORD will comfort Zion; he will comfort all her waste places, and will 
make her wilderness like Eden, her desert like the garden of the LORD; joy and gladness will be 
found in her, thanksgiving and the voice of song. 4Listen to me, my people, and give heed to me, 
my nation; for a teaching will go out from me, and my justice for a light to the peoples. 
5I will bring near my deliverance swiftly, my salvation has gone out and my arms will rule the 
peoples; the coastlands wait for me, and for my arm they hope. 6Lift up your eyes to the 
heavens, and look at the earth beneath; for the heavens will vanish like smoke, the earth will 
wear out like a garment, and those who live on it will die like gnats; but my salvation will be 
forever, and my deliverance will never be ended. 
 
L: This is the word of the Lord.    
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

 
PSALM (ELW): PSALM 138 
1I will give thanks to you, O LORD, with my whole heart; 
  before the gods I will sing your praise. 
2I will bow down toward your holy temple and praise your name,  
         because of your steadfast love and faithfulness; 
  for you have glorified your name and your word above all things. 
3When I called, you answered me; 
  you increased my strength within me. 
4All the rulers of the earth will praise you, O LORD, 
  when they have heard the words of your mouth.  
5They will sing of the ways of the LORD, 
  that great is the glory of the LORD. 
6The LORD is high, yet cares for the lowly, 
  perceiving the haughty from afar. 
7Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you keep me safe; 
  you stretch forth your hand against the fury of my enemies; your right hand shall save me. 
8You will make good your purpose for me; 
  O LORD, your steadfast love endures forever;  
         do not abandon the works of your hands. 
 
SECOND READING: Romans 12:1-8 
1I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as 
a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. 2Do not be 
conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that you may 
discern what is the will of God—what is good and acceptable and perfect. 
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3For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of yourself more highly 
than you ought to think, but to think with sober judgment, each according to the measure of 
faith that God has assigned. 4For as in one body we have many members, and not all the 
members have the same function, 5so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and 
individually we are members one of another. 6We have gifts that differ according to the grace 
given to us: prophecy, in proportion to faith; 7ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in 
teaching; 8the exhorter, in exhortation; the giver, in generosity; the leader, in diligence; the 
compassionate, in cheerfulness. 
 
L: This is the word of the Lord.  
C: Thanks be to God.  
 

P:  Please Rise for the Gospel Acclamation. 
 
 
THE GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   “Alleluia ” 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
P: The Holy Gospel, according to St. Matthew, the 16th chapter. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord! 
 
 

GOSPEL: Matthew 16:13-20 
13Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do 
people say that the Son of Man is?” 14And they said, “Some say John the Baptist, but others 
Elijah, and still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” 15He said to them, “But who do you say 
that I am?” 16Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” 17And 
Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed 
this to you, but my Father in heaven. 18And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build 
my church, and the gates of Hades will not prevail against it. 19I will give you the keys of the 
kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you 
loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” 20Then he sternly ordered the disciples not to tell 
anyone that he was the Messiah. 
 

P: The Gospel of the Lord.     
C: Praise to you, O Christ! 
 
SERMON                                                                                                                Rev. Pedro Suarez 
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—WE RESPOND— 
 

P:  Please stand as you are able for the Sermon Song. 
 

SERMON SONG:                                       Built on a Rock                                               ELW #652 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

       creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,  

       who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary,  

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried;  

he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again;  

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

       the holy catholic church,  

       the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins,  

the resurrection of the body,  

and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

 
THE PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL  
A: Generous, compassionate God, we gather before you to pray for the church, the world, and all 

in need. 
 

After each petition of the prayer is said: 
 

A: Lord, in your mercy.     
C: Hear our prayer.  
 

P: Into your hands we place all our prayers, spoken and unspoken, trusting in the mercy of 
Christ Jesus.  

C: Amen. 
 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.      
C: And also with you. 
P:  Let us share with one another the peace of the Lord. 
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-WELCOME TO THE LORD'S TABLE- 
 

 

OFFERING 
 
  

MUSICAL OFFERING:                          Yours, Lord, Is the Glory                            ELW #849 
 

 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
A: Let us pray. 
A: Merciful God, you open wide your hand and satisfy the need of every living thing. 

You have set this feast before us. Open our hands to receive it. Open our hearts to embrace it. 

Open our lives to live it. We pray this through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

Dialogue    (Sung) 
 

 
 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and 

praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame 

death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, 

with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name 

and join their unending hymn: 

 

 
 

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, 

who preached good news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for 

the remembrance of me.  
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Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:  

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his coming in glory.  

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly 

food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be all 

honor and glory, now and forever. Amen. 
 

The Lord's Prayer 
P: And now, we come to You in prayer, as our Savior Jesus has taught us: 
 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

Invitation of Communion 
P: These are the gifts of God for the people of God. Come to the banquet, for all is now ready. 
 

Reception of Communion 
The body of Christ, given for you. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. Amen. 
 
 

Communion distribution is continuous.  Please come forward by the center aisle and receive the bread in your hands 
as you hear the words “The body of Christ, given for you” to which you may respond, “Amen.”  You may then dip the 
bread into the cup as you hear the words “The blood of Christ, shed for you,” to which you may respond, “Amen.”  
Please indicate if you need gluten-free and alcohol free elements.  
 
   

“LAMB OF GOD” 
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Communion Song:                             O Savior, Precious Savior                              ELW #820 

 
 

Instrumental Music                                                                                             Cesar Vidaud 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
A: Let us pray. 
A: We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing 
power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward 
you and in fervent love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 
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-WE ARE SENT FORTH- 
 

Benediction 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

   The Lord’s faces shine on you with grace and mercy. 

   The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. Amen. 
 

Announcements  
 
 

SENDING SONG:                                 We All Are One in Mission                             ELW #576 

 
 
DISMISSAL 
A: Go in peace. Share the joy of God’s love.  
C: Thanks be to God. 
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IN OUR PRAYERS 
In our prayers today are these members of our homebound and others of our parish family in need of 
healing: We also need to pray for Laurel Blake, Jim Loggins, Barb Taylor, Diane Adler, Jean Rogers, Katie, 
Janet Isner, Roy Kaptain, Bob & Jane Reinhold, C.C., and Trudy DiCarlo.  
 
Prayers for Friends of the Church: Monique Rogers and her mom Betty, Marie Trykoski, Dennis Vancour, 
Myrka Alverist’s family, Maggie Alverist, Ann Farrell, Normagene Richardson, Aiden Chase, Brenna Taylor, 
Rita Stevenson, Mike, Barbara Greco, Dr. Willis Allen, Eleanor Knauf, Alessandra, Cheryl, Nick Caldwell Sr., 
Lucille Capece, Lexie Sachlis, George F., David Spall, Joan Coletti, Isolina Quintana, Adam Rubino, Berna, 
Braemen Weiner, Chandler Weiner, Debbie Seckel,  Elizabeth Kraus, Kenneth Smith, Mary Taylor, Cynthia, 
Richard H., Laurie Engelhardt. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
THE LUTHER ROOM: Most of us know it as the Choir Room, other know it as the Music Room, it is the room west 
of the Narthex. Through the years it has become also a storage room. Unfortunately, it has also been neglected, 
and since it is being used for more than choir practices, it doesn’t feel inviting or part of the growing church that 
we are now. We would like to renovate this room.  We hope to dedicate this “Martin Luther Room” as part of our 
commemoration of the 500 years of the Reformation on October 29, 2017. Would you like to be part of this effort? 
Please make your donation in an envelope specifying, “Luther Room by _______ in honor of ________.” You may also 
contact the church office or Pr. Pedro.  
 
APPRECIATION BREAKFAST: There have been many successes this church year at St Stephen. In recognition of 
these successes, an appreciation and thank you breakfast is planned for Saturday, September 9 at 9 am. 
Everyone is welcome, including members and friends of St Stephen, to come and enjoy this event. 
 
BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS: On Saturday, October 7 from 10am to 1pm. Please bring you pet companion to be 
blessed. We will have refreshments and more. All are welcomed!  

 

Service Assistants for today  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

10:15 AM August 27 

ASSISTING 
MINISTER 

Aura Suarez 

ACOLYTE Madison Kibler 

LECTOR Tom Peterson 

USHERS –Need 4 to 
Serve  
 
 
 
 
Head Usher 

Marsha Kibler 
Drew Kibler 
Darin Kibler 
Floyd MacDonald 
 
 
Rosie Fennelli 

GREETERS – Need 2 
to Serve 

Kelly Jacobson 
Rose Jones 

SOUND Larry Jones 

PROJECTION Katie Paff 
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St Stephen  
 Lutheran Church, ELCA 

 

Encouraging and strengthening faith in Jesus, and 
sharing the joy of God’s love. 

 

  Sunday Schedule 
 10:15 a.m. Worship 

Holy Communion is celebrated weekly 

Church Staff 
Rev. Pedro Suarez – Pastor 
 ststephenpastor@gmail.com 

Cesar Vidaud – Director of Music 
Clarence (Teddy) Rowe – Sexton  

Aidee Koach – Administrative Assistant  
sslcpompano@gmail.com 

 

Congregation Council 
Larry Jones - President  

councilpresident@ststephenlutheran.net 
 

                                Christian Hecker – Vice-president            Eric Castaneda - Treasurer 
                                      Natalie Prego  - Secretary                                Lynda Smith                                        
                                   Patricia Engle                                     Harry Ambrose   
                                    Dennis Magarrell  
 

Office hours: 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 Mon- Fri 
 

St. Stephen Lutheran Church, ELCA 
2500 NE 14th Street Causeway, Pompano Beach, Florida, 33062 

Tele: 954.942.4473 • Fax: 954.942.4474 •                             
                                                                      www.ststephenlutheran.net 

                                                     www.facebook.com/SSLCPompano 
©2013 All rights reserved. 
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