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WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS

—WE GATHER—

INTRODUCTION

The word of God is a refining fire. Jesus is the great divide in human history. He invites our
undivided attention and devotion. Today, in the assembly, we are surrounded by “so great a
cloud of witnesses.” In the word and in the holy communion we are invited yet again to look
to Jesus, “the pioneer and perfecter of our faith.”

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Please stand as you are able.

P: In the name of the Father, and of the *+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

P: Almighty God to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no
secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus
Christ our Lord.

C: Amen.

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection.

P: Most merciful God:

C: We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we
have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved
our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on
us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk
in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us and for his sake God
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ and by
his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.



OPENING SONG: O Holy Spirit, Enter In ELW #786
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Text: Michael Schirmer, 1606-1673; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, adapt.
Music: WIE SCHON LEUCHTET, Philipp Nicolai, 1556-1608

THE GREETING

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

P: Let us pray together:

C: 0 God, judge eternal, you love justice and hate oppression, and you call us to
share your zeal for truth. Give us courage to take our stand with all victims of
bloodshed and greed, and, following your servants and prophets, to look to the
pioneer and perfecter of our faith, your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

Children’s Message



—WE HEAR GOD’S WORD—

FIRST READING: Jeremiah 23:23-29
2 Am | a God nearby, says the LORD, and not a God far off? 2 Who can hide in secret places so that |
cannot see them? says the LORD. Do | not fill heaven and earth? says the LORD. % | have heard what
the prophets have said who prophesy lies in my name, saying, “I have dreamed, I have dreamed!”

2 How long? Will the hearts of the prophets ever turn back—those who prophesy lies, and who
prophesy the deceit of their own heart? 2’ They plan to make my people forget my name by their
dreams that they tell one another, just as their ancestors forgot my name for Baal. % Let the prophet
who has a dream tell the dream, but let the one who has my word speak my word faithfully. What has
straw in common with wheat? says the LORD. ?° Is not my word like fire, says the LORD, and like a
hammer that breaks a rock in pieces?

L: This is the word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

Psalm 82
! God has taken his place in the divine council; in the midst of the gods he holds judgment:
2«How long will you judge unjustly and show partiality to the wicked?
¥ Give justice to the weak and the orphan; maintain the right of the lowly and the destitute.
* Rescue the weak and the needy; deliver them from the hand of the wicked.”
> They have neither knowledge nor understanding,
they walk around in darkness; all the foundations of the earth are shaken.
°I say, “You are gods, children of the Most High, all of you;
"nevertheless, you shall die like mortals, and fall like any prince.”
®Rise up, O God, judge the earth; for all the nations belong to you!

SECOND READING: Hebrews 11:29—12:2
2 By faith the people passed through the Red Sea as if it were dry land, but when the Egyptians
attempted to do so they were drowned. ¥ By faith the walls of Jericho fell after they had been
encircled for seven days. *! By faith Rahab the prostitute did not perish with those who were
disobedient, because she had received the spies in peace.

32 And what more should | say? For time would fail me to tell of Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, of
David and Samuel and the prophets— > who through faith conquered kingdoms, administered justice,
obtained promises, shut the mouths of lions, ** quenched raging fire, escaped the edge of the sword,
won strength out of weakness, became mighty in war, put foreign armies to flight. *> Women received
their dead by resurrection. Others were tortured, refusing to accept release, in order to obtain a better
resurrection.

% Others suffered mocking and flogging, and even chains and imprisonment. *” They were stoned to
death, they were sawn in two, they were Killed by the sword; they went about in skins of sheep and
goats, destitute, persecuted, tormented— *® of whom the world was not worthy. They wandered in
deserts and mountains, and in caves and holes in the ground. * Yet all these, though they were
commended for their faith, did not receive what was promised, *’ since God had provided something
better so that they would not, apart from us, be made perfect.
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1Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every
weight and the sin that clings so closely, and let us run with perseverance the race that is set before us,
?looking to Jesus the pioneer and perfecter of our faith, who for the sake of the joy that was set before
him endured the cross, disregarding its shame, and has taken his seat at the right hand of the throne of
God.

L: This is the word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

P: Please stand as you are able for the Gospel Acclamation.

THE GOSPEL ACCLAMATION “Alleluia”
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P: The Holy Gospel, according to St. Luke, the 12th chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord!

GOSPEL: Luke 12:49-56
9«1 came to bring fire to the earth, and how I wish it were already kindled! *° | have a baptism with
which to be baptized, and what stress | am under until it is completed! ** Do you think that | have
come to bring peace to the earth? No, I tell you, but rather division! °> From now on five in one
household will be divided, three against two and two against three; > they will be divided: father
against son and son against father, mother against daughter and daughter against mother, mother-in-
law against her daughter-in-law and daughter-in-law against mother-in-law.” >* He also said to the
crowds, “When you see a cloud rising in the west, you immediately say, ‘It is going to rain’; and so it
happens. > And when you see the south wind blowing, you say, ‘There will be scorching heat’; and it
happens. *® You hypocrites! You know how to interpret the appearance of earth and sky, but why do
you not know how to interpret the present time?

P: The Gospel of the Lord. C: Praise to you, O Christ!
P: You may be seated.

SERMON Rev. Pedro Suarez



—WE RESPOND—

P: Please stand as you are able for the Sermon Song.

SERMON SONG: Lift High the Cross ELW #660
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Text: George W. Kitchin, 1827-1912; rev. Michael R. Newbolt, 1874-1956
Music: CRUCIFER, Sydney H. Nicholson, 1875-1947
Text and music © 1974 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

THE RITE OF HOLY BAPTISM

P: God, which is rich in mercy and love, gives us a new birth into a living hope through the sacrament
of baptism. By water and the Word God delivers us from sin and death and raises us to new life in
Jesus Christ. We are united with all the baptized in the one body of Christ, anointed with the gift of
the Holy Spirit, and joined in God's mission for the life of the world.

Sponsors: We present Isabelle Marta for baptism.

P: Called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the grace and love of God, do you desire to have your
daughter baptized into Christ?
R: We do.

P: As you bring Isabelle to receive the gift of baptism, you are entrusted with responsibilities:
to live with her among God's faithful people,bring her to the word of God and the holy supper,
teach her the Lord's Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten Commandments,
place in her hands the holy scriptures, and nurture her in faith and prayer,
so that Isabelle may learn to trust God, proclaim Christ through word and deed,
care for others and the world God made, and work for justice and peace.
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Do you promise to help Isabelle grow in the Christian faith and life?
R:We do.

P: Sponsors, do you promise to nurture Isabelle in the Christian faith as you are empowered by God's
Spirit, and to help them live in the covenant of baptism and in communion with the church?
R:We do.

P: People of God, do you promise to support Isabelle and pray for her in her new life in Christ?
C: We do.

PROFESSION OF FAITH

P: I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the church.
Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God?

C: I renounce them.

P: Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God?

C: I renounce them.

P: Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God?

C: I renounce them.

APOSTLES’ CREED
P: Do you believe in God the Father?
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
P: Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
C: I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
P: Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
C: I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.

THANKSGIVING AT THE FONT
P: The Lord be with you.
C: and also with you.

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: Itis right to give our thanks and praise.

P: We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters and by your
Word you created the world, calling forth life in which you took delight.
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Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family, and through the sea you led your
people Israel from slavery into freedom. At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed
with the Holy Spirit. By the baptism of Jesus' death and resurrection you set us free from the power of
sin and death and raise us up to live in you.

Pour out your Holy Spirit, the power of your living Word, that those who are washed in the waters of
baptism may be given new life. To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord, in
the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.

Amen.

BAPTISM

P: Isabellle Marta, | baptize you in the name of the Father, t
and of the Son,

and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

P: Let us pray.

We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you give your daughters and
sons new birth, cleanse them from sin, and raise them to eternal life.

Sustain Isabelle with the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the
spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in
your presence, both now and forever.

Amen.

ANOINTING
Isabelle Marta, child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with the
cross of Christ forever. Amen.

WELCOME
A: Let your light so shine before others that they may see your good works and glorify your
Father in heaven.

P: Let us welcome the newly baptized.
C: We welcome you into the body of Christ and into the mission we share:

join us in giving thanks and praise to God and bearing God's creative and redeeming
word to all the world.



THE PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL
A: Rooted in Christ and rising to serve, let us pray for the church, the world, and all in
need.

After each petition of the prayer is said:
A: Hear us, O God.

C: Your mercy is great.

P: We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting your promise to hear us; through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.

C: And also with you.

P: Let us share with one another the peace of the Lord.

~WELCOME TO THE LORD'S TABLE-~

OFFERING
MUSICAL OFFERING: We Place upon Your Table, Lord ELW #467
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Text: M. E C. Wilson, 1884-1944, alt.
Music: DISTRESS, W. Walker, Southern Harmony, 1835



OFFERING PRAYER
A: God of mercy and grace, the eyes of all wait upon you, and you open your hand in blessing.
Fill us with good things at your table that we may come to the help of all in need, through

Jesus Christ, our redeemer and Lord.
Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

Dialogue (Sung)
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It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this
day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of
everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of
heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father: Endless is your mercy and eternal your reign.
You have filled all creation with light and life; heaven and earth are full of your glory.
We praise you for the grace shown to your people in every age: the promise to Israel, the
rescue from Egypt, the gift of the promised land, the words of the prophets; and, at this end of
all the ages, the gift of your Son, who proclaimed the good news in word and deed and was
obedient to your will, even to giving his life.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do
this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness
of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s
death until he comes.

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

Therefore, O God, with this bread and cup we remember the life our Lord offered for us.
And, believing the witness of his resurrection, we await his coming in power to share with us
the great and promised feast.

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit, that we who share in Christ’s body and blood
may live to the praise of your glory and receive our inheritance with all your saints in light.
Amen. Come, Holy Spirit.

Join our prayers with those of your servants of every time and every place, and unite them
with the ceaseless petitions of our great high priest until he comes as victorious Lord of all.
Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory and honor is yours,
almighty Father, now and forever. Amen.

The Lord's Prayer

P: And now, we come to You in prayer, as our Savior Jesus has taught us:

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
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Invitation of Communion

P: Christ invites you to a place of honor at this banquet. Welcome to the feast.

We believe Jesus Christ is present in the bread and wine by his Word of Promise. All baptized
Christians are invited to participate in the celebration of God’s forgiving love, strengthening faith,
and grace-filled hope. Those who are not baptized and children not yet communing may come
forward for a blessing (please cross your arms on your chest if you desire a blessing).

Reception of Communion

The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you. Amen.

Communion distribution is continuous. Please come forward by the center aisle and receive the bread in
your hands as you hear the words “The body of Christ, given for you” to which you may respond, “Amen.”
You may then dip the bread into the cup as you hear the words “The blood of Christ, shed for you,” to which

you may respond, “Amen.” Please note that the communion wine is alcohol-free. Please indicate if you need
gluten-free elements.
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Communion Song: My Faith Looks Up to Thee ELW #759
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2 May thy rich grace im - part strength to  my faint - ing heart,
3 While life’s dark maze 1 tread and griefs a - round me spread,
4 When ends life’s tran - sient dream, when death’s cold, sul - len stream
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tears a- way, nor let me ev - er stray from thee a - side.
trust re-move; oh, bear me safe a-bove, a ran - somed soul!

Text: Ray Palmer, 1808-1887
Music: OLIVET, Lowell Mason, 1792-1872
Instrumental Music Cesar Vidaud

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

A: O God, as a mother comforts her child, so you comfort your people, carrying us in your
arms and satisfying us with this food and drink, the body and blood of Christ. Send us now as
your disciples, announcing peace and proclaiming that the reign of God has come near;
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

~WE ARE SENT FORTH-

Benediction

P: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s faces shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and #+ give you peace. Amen.
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SENDING SONG: Rise Up, O Saints of God! ELW #669
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1 Rise uwp, O saints of God! From vain am - bi- tions turn;
2 Speak out, O saints of God! De - spair en - gulfs earth’s frame;
3 Rise up, O saints of God! The  king-dom’s task em - brace;
4 Give heed, O saints of God! Cre - a - tion cries in pain;
5 Com - mit your hearts to seek the paths which Christ has  trod;
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Christ rose tri - um-phant that your hearts with no - bler zeal might burn.
as heirs of God’s bap - tis - mal grace, the word of hope pro-claim.
re - dress sin’s cru - el con - se-quence; give jus - tice larg - er place.

stretch forth your hand of heal-ing now, with love the weak sus - tain.
and, quick-ened by the Spir-it’s pow'r, rise up, O saints of God!

Text: Norman O. Forness, b. 1936
Music: FESTAL SONG, William H. Walter, 1825-1893
Text © Norman O. Forness, admin. Augsburg Fortress

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

DISMISSAL
A: Go in peace. Share the good news.

Thanks be to God.

IN OUR PRAYERS

In our prayers today are these members of our homebound and others of our parish family in need of
healing: Cynthia Langbauer. We also need to pray for, Mildred Grady, Kathy Runk, Marie Koach, Roy
Kaptain, Bob & Jane Reinhold, Larry and Beverly Sheehan, Chico E., Paul Hanzlik, and C.C.

Prayers for Friends of the Church: Matthew Belanger, Eli, Julian, Teo, Elia, Joyce Brelsford, Dennis
VanCour, Lucille Capece, Marty Shram, Lexie Sachlis, George F., David Spall, Joan Coletti, Isolina
Quintana, Adam Rubino, Berna, Braemen Weiner, Chandler Weiner, Debbie Seckel, Elaine Brustad,
Elizabeth Kraus, Hazel Quire, Juan Tavarez, Kenneth Smith, Mary Taylor, Norma Duckworth,
Cynthia, Tim Tyler, Richard H., Laurie Engelhardt, and Lemmuel Knowles Sr.

We are always updating our prayer list. If you would like your name added or removed, please notify
Pat Belanger or the office.

Flowers this week sponsored by: Lauterberg family in memory of Wayne Lauterberg,
Jessica & Mirtha Clark in honor of Isabelle’s baptism.

14



Anpnouncements

NEWLY BAPTIZED: Congratulations to Jessica and Mirtha Clark on their daughter Isabelle’s baptism.
Welcome to our congregation and to the family of God!

ELVIS GOSPEL CONCERT: Yes, you read right! The socializing team is planning to have an Elvis Gospel
Concert on August 27, 7 p.m. at our church. It's an opportunity for people to come, see about our
church, and enjoy the traditional gospel hymns and songs in the interpretation of Elvis by Barry Porter.
A free will offering will be collected. Come and invite others!

IF YOU NEED PASTORAL CARE: Perhaps you get ill and have missed worship, then please let someone
contact our church office so that we know. We would be more than happy to visit you if you wish. Either
the pastor or someone would go as soon as possible. Holy Communion is available for those special
circumstances. With so many snowbirds in our congregation it is easy to lose track. Perhaps you would
like to be part of a caring team, if so let us know as well!

9:00 A.M. LITURGICAL WORSHIP: Our 9:00 am service during summer is also a regular liturgical
service. The 10:15 a.m. worship remains the same.

APPLAUDING IN WORSHIP: The choir members would appreciate much more a comment after

worship rather than an applause. After all, they are not performing; they are leading us in worshiping
Christ. Thanks for understanding and abstaining from applauding them during worship!

Service Assistants for August

10:15 AM August 14 August 21 August 28
ASSISTING MINISTER | Aura Suarez Sera Butz Carol Jacobson
ACOLYTE Sera Butz Katie Paff Madison Kibler
LECTOR Kevin Otterson Pat Belanger Tom Peterson
USHERS —Need 4 to Lynda Smith Harry Ambrose Darin Kibler
Serve Zachary Smith Patricia Engle Marsha Kibler
Carissa Esposito Catherine Zippay Drew Kibler
Sherry Fox Natalie Prego Floyd MacDonald
Head Usher Rosie Fennelli Rosie Fennelli Rosie Fennelli
GREETERS — Need 2 Natalie Prego Caroline Smith Kelly Jacobson
to Serve Rose Jones Ruth Wagle Rose Jones
SOUND Eric Castaneda Dennis Magarell Katie Paff
PROJECTION Larry Jones Eric Castaneda Sera Butz

Make sure you like our Facebook page! This will help others find our congregation and help us to
promote our mission. Go to www.facebook.com/sslcpompano
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@ St. Stephen
Evangelical Lutheran Church

Encouraging and strengthening faith in
Jesus, and sharing the joy of God’s love.

Sunday Worship Schedule
9:00 a.m. and 10:15 a.m.

Holy Communion is celebrated weekly

Church Staff

Rev. Pedro Suarez - Pastor
ststephenpastor@gmail.com
Cesar Vidaud - Director of Music
Clarence (Teddy) Rowe - Sexton
Aidee Koach - Administrative Assistant
sslcpompano@gmail.com

Congregation Council

Larry Jones, President:
councilpresident@ststephenlutheran.net

Web Antill Eric Castaneda
Christian Hecker Lynda Smith
Natalie Prego - Secretary Kathy Runk - Vice Pres.

Office hours: 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 Mon- Fri

St. Stephen Evangelical Lutheran Church
2500 NE 14th Street Causeway, Pompano Beach, Florida, 33062
Tele: 954.942.4473 o Fax: 954.942.4474
www.ststephenlutheran.net

www.facebook.com/SSLCPompano
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