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WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

—WE GATHER— 
INTRODUCTION 
In today’s gospel many people take offense at Jesus’ invitation to eat his flesh and drink 
his blood; even many of Jesus’ disciples peel off. This is the backdrop in John’s gospel for 
Peter’s confession of faith. “To whom can we go?” asks Peter, in words we sometimes 
sing just before the gospel is read. “You have the words of eternal life.” In order to take 
such a stand, as Peter and Joshua did, Paul tells us to arm ourselves with the word of God. 
We pray in the Spirit that we might be bold ambassadors of the gospel.   
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Please stand as you are able 
 

P: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.    
C: Amen. 
 

 

P: Before God and in the company of our sisters and brothers, let us confess our sin. 

 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

 
 
 
P: God and Father of all, 
C:  We confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed. 

We have thought better of ourselves than others. We have told lies, said hurtful things, 

acted in ways we wish we could take back, and looked the other way when action was 

needed. In your mercy, O God, forgive us, cleanse us, and heal us, for the sake of Jesus, 

our Savior. 
 

P: If anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed away; everything 

has become new! In Christ, + you are a new creation: your sins are taken away and you are 

made new. Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ has 

forgiven you. 

C: Amen.  
 



3 
 

OPENING SONG:                         O Jesus, I Have Promised        ELW #810   
 

 
 
THE GREETING 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all.   
 
C: And also with you. 
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KYRIE (Sung) 
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HYMN OF PRAISE “This is the Feast…” 
 

 
 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
P:   Let us pray together: 

C:  Holy God, your word feeds your people with life that is eternal. Direct our 
choices and preserve us in your truth, that, renouncing what is false and evil, we 
may live in you, through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.   AMEN 
 

Children’s Message 
—WE HEAR GOD’S WORD— 
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FIRST READING:                 Joshua 24:1-2a, 14-18 

 
In the Near East, covenant means agreement or alliance. It describes relationships and is 
the primary word used to characterize the relationship between God and Israel. By 
delivering Israel, God has already begun the relationship. Joshua calls upon the people to 
respond. 
 
¹Then Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel to Shechem, and summoned the elders, the 
heads, the judges, and the officers of Israel; and they presented themselves before God. 
2 And Joshua said to all the people, “Thus says the LORD, the God of Israel: Long ago your 
ancestors—Terah and his sons Abraham and Nahor—lived beyond the Euphrates and 
served other gods. 14 

“Now therefore revere the LORD, and serve him in sincerity and in 

faithfulness; put away the gods that your ancestors served beyond the River and in Egypt, and 

serve the LORD. 
15 

Now if you are unwilling to serve the LORD, choose this day whom you will 

serve, whether the gods your ancestors served in the region beyond the River or the gods of the 

Amorites in whose land you are living; but as for me and my household, we will serve the 

LORD.” 
16 

Then the people answered, “Far be it from us that we should forsake the LORD to 

serve other gods; 
17 

for it is the LORD our God who brought us and our ancestors up from the 

land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery, and who did those great signs in our sight. He 

protected us along all the way that we went, and among all the peoples through whom we 

passed; 
18 

and the LORD drove out before us all the peoples, the Amorites who lived in the 

land. Therefore we also will serve the LORD, for he is our God.” 
 

L: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM (ELW)  34:15-22 

The eyes of the LORD are upon the righteous. (Ps. 34:15) 
 
¹5 The eyes of the LORD are on the righteous, 
    and God’s ears are open to their cry. 
16 The face of the LORD is against those who do evil, 
    to erase the remembrance of them from the earth.  
17 The righteous cry, and the LORD hears them 
    and delivers them from all their troubles. 
18 The LORD is near to the brokenhearted, 
    and saves those whose spirits are crushed.  
19 Many are the troubles of the righteous, 
    but the LORD  delivers them from everyone. 
20 God will keep safe all their bones; 
    not one of them shall be broken. 
21 Evil will bring death to the wicked, 
    and those who hate the righteous will be punished. 
22 O LORD,  you redeem the life of your servants; 
    and those who put their trust in you will not be punished. 
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SECOND READING:                      Ephesians 6:10-20 
 
Like a general giving a rousing speech to troops before battle, this letter closes by calling on 
Christians to be equipped for spiritual warfare against evil. The full armor of God includes truth, 
righteousness, peace, faith, the gift of salvation, and the word of God inspired by the Spirit. 
 

10 Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his power. 11 Put on the whole 
armor of God, so that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. 12 For our 

struggle is not against enemies of blood and flesh, but against the rulers, against the 
authorities, against the cosmic powers of this present darkness, against the spiritual 
forces of evil in the heavenly places. 13 Therefore take up the whole armor of God, so that 
you may be able to withstand on that evil day, and having done everything, to stand firm. 
14 Stand therefore, and fasten the belt of truth around your waist, and put on the 
breastplate of righteousness. 15 As shoes for your feet put on whatever will make you 
ready to proclaim the gospel of peace. 16 With all of these, take the shield of faith, with 
which you will be able to quench all the flaming arrows of the evil one. 17 Take the helmet 
of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. 18 Pray in the Spirit at 
all times in every prayer and supplication. To that end keep alert and always persevere in 
supplication for all the saints. 19 Pray also for me, so that when I speak, a message may be 
given to me to make known with boldness the mystery of the gospel, 20 for which I am an 
ambassador in chains. Pray that I may declare it boldly, as I must speak.    Amen. 
 
L: The word of the Lord.   C: Thanks be to God. 
 
P:  Please Rise for the Gospel Acclamation. 

THE GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   “Alleluia ” 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
P: The Holy Gospel, according to St. John, the 6th chapter.        
 

 C: Glory to you, O Lord! 
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GOSPEL:                            John 6:56-69 
 

The “hard saying” that offends Jesus’ disciples is his claim that his followers must eat his 
flesh and drink his blood. The followers who return to their old lives know something about 
how odd this sounds. Simon Peter, on the other hand, knows something about the scarcity of 
living, gracious words. He asks the most important question: “To whom shall we go?” 
 
56 

Those who eat my flesh and drink my blood abide in me, and I in them. 
57 

Just as the living 

Father sent me, and I live because of the Father, so whoever eats me will live because of me. 
58 

This is the bread that came down from heaven, not like that which your ancestors ate, and 

they died. But the one who eats this bread will live forever.” 
59 

He said these things while he 

was teaching in the synagogue at Capernaum. 
60 

When many of his disciples heard it, they 

said, “This teaching is difficult; who can accept it?” 
61 

But Jesus, being aware that his disciples 

were complaining about it, said to them, “Does this offend you? 
62 

Then what if you were to 

see the Son of Man ascending to where he was before? 
63 

It is the spirit that gives life; the flesh 

is useless. The words that I have spoken to you are spirit and life. 
64 

But among you there are 

some who do not believe.” For Jesus knew from the first who were the ones that did not 

believe, and who was the one that would betray him. 
65 

And he said, “For this reason I have 

told you that no one can come to me unless it is granted by the Father.” 
66 

Because of this 

many of his disciples turned back and no longer went about with him. 
67 

So Jesus asked the 

twelve, “Do you also wish to go away?” 
68 

Simon Peter answered him, “Lord, to whom can we 

go? You have the words of eternal life. 
69 

We have come to believe and know that you are the 

Holy One of God.” 
 

P: The Gospel of the Lord.    C: Praise to you, O Christ! 
 
 

You may be seated. 
 
 
 

SERMON                                                  
 

 —WE RESPOND— 
 

 

P:  Please stand as you are able for the Sermon Song 
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SERMON SONG                               Bread of Life from Heaven                        ELW  #474  

 
APOSTLES' CREED 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

 creator of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

 He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

  and born of the virgin Mary. 

 He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

  was crucified, died, and was buried. 

 He descended into hell. 

 On the third day he rose again. 

 He ascended into heaven, 

  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

 He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 the holy catholic Church, 

 the communion of saints, 

 the forgiveness of sins, 

 the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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THE PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL  
 
After each petition of the prayer is said: 
 

A: Lord, in your mercy,   C: Hear our prayer. 
 

P: Trusting your love and healing, O God, we commend to you all for whom we pray, 
knowing you will hear and answer, through Christ our Lord.    
Amen. 
 
SHARING OF THE PEACE 
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.         
C: And also with you. 
 

P:  Let us share with one another the peace of the Lord. 
 
 

-WELCOME TO THE LORD'S TABLE- 
 

OFFERING 
 

MUSICAL OFFERING                     As the Grains of Wheat                           ELW # 465 

 
OFFERING PRAYER 

 

A: Let us pray, 
God of mercy and grace, the eyes of all wait upon you, and you open your hand in blessing. Fill us with 
good things at your table that we may come to the help of all in need, through Jesus Christ, our 
redeemer and Lord.  Amen. 
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

Dialogue    (Sung) 
 

 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious resurrection of our 
savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin, who in 
dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought us to eternal life. And so, with Mary 
Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all 
their creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your 
name and join their unending hymn: 
 

 
 

 



12 
 

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory.  In great love you 

sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, who preached good 

news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke 
it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this 
for the remembrance of me.   
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This 
cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness 
of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

 Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his coming in glory. 

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who share this 

heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with you and the Holy 

Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

 
The Lord's Prayer 
 

P: And now, we come to You in prayer, as our Savior Jesus has taught us: 
 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

 
Invitation of Communion 
 

Jesus said, "I am the true vine. Abide in me as I abide in you." 
 

P: Taste and see that the Lord is good. 
 

We believe Jesus Christ is present in the bread and wine by his Word of Promise. All baptized Christians are 
invited to participate in the celebration of God’s forgiving love, strengthening faith, and grace-filled hope. 
Those who are not baptized and children not yet communing may come forward for a blessing (please 
cross your arms on your chest if you desire a blessing). 

 
Reception of Communion 
 
The body of Christ, given for you.     The blood of Christ, shed for you.   Amen. 
 
Communion distribution is continuous.  Please come forward by the center aisle and receive the bread in 
your hands as you hear the words “The body of Christ, given for you” to which you may respond, “Amen.”  
You may then dip the bread into the cup as you hear the words “The blood of Christ, shed for you,” to which 
you may respond, “Amen.”  Please note that the communion wine is alcohol-free. 
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  COMMUNION SONG:                      One Bread, One Body                         ELW #496 

 
 

Instrumental Music  Cesar Vidaud 
 
P:  Please stand as you are able.  
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 
A: Let us pray, 
Wise and generous God, we thank you that at this holy table you have fed us again with the food 
of everlasting life. Send us with your blessing to seek the good of our neighbor and call others to 
your feast; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.     Amen. 

 

-WE ARE SENT FORTH- 
 
Benediction 
 

P: Almighty and merciful God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless, preserve, and keep you this 
day and forevermore.     Amen. 
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SENDING SONG:            God Be with You Till We Meet Again                ELW # 536  
            

 
DISMISSAL 

 
A: Go in peace. Share the good news. 
C: Thanks be to God. 

 
IN OUR PRAYERS 
In our prayers today are these members of our homebound and others of our parish family in need of healing:  
Cynthia Langbauer.  Also, prayers for: Mary S. Bailey, Roy Kaptain, Wayne Lauterberg, Jimmy Fennelli, Bob & Jane 
Reinhold and Larry and Beverly Sheehan, friends of family, Barbara W., Peggy S. and Chico E., Denise I., George F.  
 
Prayers for Friends of the Church:  Adam Rubino, Berna, Braemen Weiner, Chandler Weiner, Debbie Fiore, 
Debbie Seckel, Elaine Brustad, Elizabeth Kraus, Harry Danforth, Hazel Quire, Juan Tavarez,  Lee Rassis, 
Kenneth Smith, Mary Taylor, Norma Duckworth, Cynthia, Jimmy Bright, Tim Tyler, Linda Mendelson, Richard 
H. Antonio Celis, the family of John Baker and the families of his other four teenage friends.  
 
We are always updating our prayer list.  If you would like your name added or removed, please notify Pat 
Belanger or the office.  
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Make sure you like our Facebook page!  This will help others find our congregation and 
help us to promote our mission. Go to www.facebook.com/sslcpompano 

 
 
 
 
MID-WEEK RECHARGE WITH PRAISE AND PRAYER: Join us for mid-week recharge of Praise and Prayer every 
Thursdays at 7:00 p.m. We have the same praise and prayer in Spanish on Wednesdays at 7pm. Please invite your 
Spanish speaking friends.  
 
ALTAR FLOWERS: We need more people to donate in order to have enough flowers each Sunday at the altar for 
our worship. Please check with Rosie Fennelli, or Pastor Suarez. 
 
CHANGE FOR CHANGE: You will notice as you exit that there is a large box with the words Change for Change. 
This is an effort to collect funds for our local benevolence.  Please give freely. 
 
CHRISTMAS FIGURINES: We ask you, our community, to please adopt one of the Christmas figurines we used to 
decorate the street side of the church on Christmas time. The figurines (4 feet approx.) colors within the time 
have faded, they need repaint.  If you would like to help please let us know. Your generosity will make a real 
difference for St. Stephen this year. Thank you!  
 
LATINO WORSHIP TO BEGIN: We are targeting for September 6, 2015 to be the start date of a Latino Worship 
here at St. Stephen. We are contemplating to go back to 2 services as usual in English in the Fall, one at 9:00 and 
another one at 10:15 in the morning, then adding the Latino Worship at 12:30 pm. This gives us a chance for 
some kind of Christian Education in between the three services as needed. If you have any comments about these 
plans, please do not hesitate contacting Rosie Fennelli or Pastor Pedro. 
 
COUNCIL MEETING: St. Stephen Council meeting will be on Tuesday, August 25th at 7p.m. Please Council 
members pick up your envelope as you exit church on Sunday. Thanks.  
 

                   Service Assistants for August 
 

  Time Change 
       9:30 AM 

August 23 August 30 

ASSISTING MINISTER Aura Suarez Pat Belanger 

ACOLYTE Pat Belanger Maddie Kibler 

LECTOR Rosie Fennelli Carol Jacobson 

USHERS –Need 4 to Serve 
 
 
Head Usher –  
Rosie Fennelli 

Rick & Joanne Brustad 
Carol & Kelly 
Jacobson 
Head Usher – Rosie 
Fennelli 

Lynda & Zac Smith 
Lisa Castaneda 
 
Head Usher- Rosie 
Fennelli 

GREETERS – Need 2 to 
serve 

Edith Reichenbach 
Barbara Kaptain 

Caroline Smith 
Rose Jones 

SOUND Sera Butz Eric Castaneda 

PROJECTION Eric Castaneda Larry Jones 
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Encouraging and strengthening faith in  
Jesus, and sharing the joy of God’s love. 

 

Sunday Worship Schedule 
Traditional Blend Worship Service at 9:30 a.m. 

Holy Communion is celebrated weekly 

Church Staff 
Rev. Pedro Suarez – Pastor 

 pastor@ststephenlutheran.net 
Cesar Vidaud - Church Musician 

Aidee Koach – Administrative Assistant  
sslcpompano@gmail.com 

 

Congregation Council 
Rob Lewis, President:  

councilpresident@ststephenlutheran.net 
 

Web Antill    Sera Butz   Eric Castaneda  
Christian Hecker     Larry Jones   Barbara Nilles 
Natalie Prego  - Secretary    Kathy Runk  - Vice Pres. 
   

Office hours: 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 Mon- Fri 
 

 

St. Stephen Evangelical Lutheran Church 
2500 NE 14th Street Causeway, Pompano Beach, Florida, 33062 

Tele: 954.942.4473 • Fax: 954.942.4474 •  
www.ststephenlutheran.net 

www.facebook.com/SSLCPompano 
©2013 All rights reserved. 
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