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Encouraging and 

strengthening faith in Jesus,  
and sharing the joy of God’s love. 

 
 

April 12, 2020       Resurrection of Our Lord: Easter Day                 10:15am 
 

Holy Communion 
 

Introduction to the Resurrection of Our Lord: Easter Day 
This is the day the Lord has made! Christ is risen, and through him all creation is made new! Indeed, “God 
shows no partiality” (Acts 10:34): Christ’s resurrection truly brings life to everyone. We sing hymns of 
praise, gather around sacred words, and proclaim God’s faithfulness, power, and love in the feast of holy 
communion. With the women at the tomb, we are astonished, elated, and grateful. We depart with joy to 
proclaim the good news of God’s endless love. 

 

Gathering 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

PRELUDE 
 

WELCOME  
 

The assembly stands to sing, turning to the altar as the cross passes by.   
 

GATHERING SONG:                  That Easter Day with Joy Was Bright             ELW# 384 
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APOSTOLIC GREETING 

P: Alleluia! Christ is risen.   
C: Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 
 
KYRIE 
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P:   Let us pray. 
 

A brief silence is kept, then the presiding minister leads the prayer. 
O God, you gave your only Son to suffer death on the cross for our redemption, and by his 
glorious resurrection you delivered us from the power of death. Make us die every day to sin, 
that we may live with him forever in the joy of the resurrection, through your Son, Jesus Christ 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
C: Amen. 
 

The assembly sits. 

 

Word 
God speaks to us in scripture reading and song. 

 

FIRST READING: Acts 10:34-43 
A reading from Acts. 
 

34Peter began to speak to [the people]: “I truly understand that God shows no partiality, 35but in 
every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. 36You know the 
message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. 37That 
message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announced:  
38how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about 
doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. 39We are 
witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging 
him on a tree; 40but God raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear, 41not to all the 
people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after 
he rose from the dead. 42He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the 
one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. 43All the prophets testify about him that 
everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.” 
 

L: The word of the Lord.   C: Thanks be to God.  
 
PSALM 118:1-2, 14-24 
1Give thanks to the LORD, for the LORD is good; God’s mercy endures forever. 
2Let Israel now declare, “God’s mercy endures forever.” 
14The LORD is my strength and my song, and has become my salvation. 
15Shouts of rejoicing and salvation echo in the tents of the righteous: 
  “The right hand of the LORD acts valiantly! 
16The right hand of the LORD is exalted! The right hand of the LORD acts valiantly!” 
17I shall not die, but live, and declare the works of the LORD.  
18The LORD indeed punished me sorely, but did not hand me over to death. 
19Open for me the gates of righteousness; I will enter them and give thanks to the LORD. 
20“This is the gate of the LORD; here the righteous may enter.” 
21I give thanks to you, for you have answered me and you have become my salvation.  
22The stone that the builders rejected has become the chief cornerstone. 
23By the LORD has this been done; it is marvelous in our eyes. 
24This is the day that the LORD has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it.  
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SECOND READING: Colossians 3:1-4 
A reading from Corinthians. 
 

1If you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated at 
the right hand of God. 2Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on 
earth, 3for you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 4When Christ who is your 
life is revealed, then you also will be revealed with him in glory. 
 

L: The word of the Lord.   C: Thanks be to God.  
 

After a brief silence, the assembly stands to welcome the gospel. 

 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION AND PROCESSION 

 
 
GOSPEL: Matthew 28:1-10 
P: The Holy Gospel, according to Matthew.  C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
1After the sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary Magdalene and the other 
Mary went to see the tomb. 2And suddenly there was a great earthquake; for an angel of the 
Lord, descending from heaven, came and rolled back the stone and sat on it. 3His appearance 
was like lightning, and his clothing white as snow. 4For fear of him the guards shook and 
became like dead men. 5But the angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid; I know that you are 
looking for Jesus who was crucified. 6He is not here; for he has been raised, as he said. Come, see 
the place where he lay. 7Then go quickly and tell his disciples, ‘He has been raised from the 
dead, and indeed he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him.’ This is my message 
for you.” 8So they left the tomb quickly with fear and great joy, and ran to tell his 
disciples. 9Suddenly Jesus met them and said, “Greetings!” And they came to him, took hold of 
his feet, and worshiped him. 10Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid; go and tell my 
brothers to go to Galilee; there they will see me.” 
 

P: The Gospel of the Lord.  C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

The assembly is seated.   
HOMILY                                                                                                 The Rev. Robert G. Schaefer 
 
The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song.  
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HYMN OF THE DAY                           Christ Has Arisen, Alleluia                           ELW # 364 
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Affirmation of Baptism 
God brings those who are baptized out of death and into life 

 
 
 
The presiding minister addresses the assembly making Easter affirmation of baptism.  

Dear friends, through the paschal mystery we have been buried with Christ in baptism, so that  
we may rise with him to a new life. Now that we have completed our Lenten observance, let us 
renew the promises we made in baptism when we renounced Satan and all the works of evil, 
and promised to serve God faithfully in the holy catholic Church. And so, I ask you: 
 
Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God? 
Response: 
I renounce them. 
 

 

Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God? 
Response: 
I renounce them. 
 

 

Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God? 
Response: 
I renounce them. 
 

 

The assembly is sprinkled with water during the creed as a reminder of baptism.  
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Do you believe in God the Father? 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
 

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. 
 
And may almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has given us new birth by water 
and the Holy Spirit and bestowed on us forgiveness of our sins, keep us by his grace, in Christ 
Jesus our Lord, for eternal life. 
Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
A: Uplifted by the promised hope of healing and resurrection, we join the people of God in all 

times and places in praying for the church, the world, and all who are in need. 

 

After each petition of the prayer is said: 

A: Lord, in your mercy.  
C: hear our prayer.  
 

P: With bold confidence in your love, almighty God, we place all for whom we pray into your 
eternal care; through Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen. 
 
PEACE 
P: The peace of Christ be with you always.      
C: And also with you.   
The assembly sits.       
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MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

SETTING THE TABLE 

 
The assembly stands. 

OFFERING SONG:                       At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing                     ELW# 362 
     (stanzas 2, and 4) 

 

 
OFFERING PRAYER 
A: Let us pray.  
Risen One, as you broke bread with the disciples on the shore, meet us now in this meal. Nourish 
us to follow you, using our gifts to feed the hungry and tend the weary, and all for your love’s 
sake.  C: Amen.  
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
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It is indeed right, our duty and our joy…we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
The presiding minister continues to give thanks: 
 

Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal: you we praise and glorify, you we worship and 
adore…. 
…Together as the body of Christ, we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes: 
Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 
 

Holy God, holy and merciful one, holy and compassionate, … 
…all our sins and sorrows will be no more. 
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
Holy God, holy and merciful one, holy and compassionate, …  
…that we may be a living tree, sharing your bounty with all the world. 
Amen. Come, Holy Spirit. 
 

… O God, O Living One, with the Holy Spirit, in your holy church, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.:  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses  
as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
forever and ever. Amen. 
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Communion 
The bread is broken for the communion.  
P: Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 
C: Therefore, let us keep the feast. Alleluia! 
The assembly is seated. 
 
Prayer for Spiritual Communion   
The presiding minister leads a prayer for those who cannot receive holy communion today. 
Lord Jesus,  
we desire earnestly to experience your love  
as guests at the heavenly feast  
you have prepared for your children on earth  
in the most holy Sacrament of the Altar.  
As we are not able on this day to be gathered at your Table,  
may we receive you into our hearts by faith,  
trusting the word of your promise,  
that "those who love me will keep my word,  
and my Father will love them,  
and we will come to them and make our home with them."  
Strengthen our faith, increase our love and hope;  
and after this life grant us a place at your heavenly table,  
where we shall eat of the eternal manna,  
and drink of the river of your pleasure forevermore.  
Hear us for your own Name's sake.  
Amen. 
 
Lamb of God 
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Communion Song:                               United at the Table               ELW# 498 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
The assembly stands and the assisting minister leads the prayer after communion. 

Let us pray. 
Life-giving God, 
you have fed us with your word, 
and our hearts burn within us. 
Through this meal of holy communion you have opened us to your presence. 
Now send us forth to share the gifts of Easter with all in need; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

Sending 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
BLESSING 
P: “I am the resurrection and the life,” says the Lord.  
May Christ’s rising lift your spirits and gladden your hearts. 
C: Amen.  
 

 

P: All those who believe in Christ will never perish.  
May you pass with Christ from death to life. 
C: Amen.  
 

 

P: Christ has gone to prepare a place for us.  
May his resurrection bring you all joy and peace in believing so that you may abound in hope. 
C: Amen.  
 

 

P: Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit bless you, now and forever. 
C: Amen.  
 

 
 
 

 
 
The assembly turns toward the cross as it passes by.  
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SENDING SONG:                                         Hallelujah! Jesus Lives!                            ELW# 380 

 
 
DISMISSAL 
P: You are the body of Christ raised up for the world. 
Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! 
C: Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The 2020 Paschal Candle is given by Natalie Prego in loving memory of her cousin, Rene 
Diaz. The paschal candle is the primary symbol of the resurrection, traditionally inscribed and 
blessed at the Easter Vigil on Easter Eve. It burns near the altar for the 50 days of Easter and then 
is returned to the baptismal font where it is lit for all baptisms. It is also lit at all funerals 
connecting us in in our baptism to the death and resurrection of Christ. 
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IN OUR PRAYERS… 
In our prayers today are these members of our homebound and others of our parish family in 
need of healing: Dolores Lauterberg, Jake Waldecki, Sera Butz, Harry Ambrose, George Arce, 
Laurel Blake, Dorothy Johnson, James Loggins, Don Schutt, Normagene Richardson, Mildred 
Grady, Carol Chmelynski, Jimmy Fennelli, Roy and Barbara Kaptain, Katie Paff, Bob Reinhold, 
and Shelley Amato.  
 
Prayers for Friends of the Parish  
✠ Those afflicted with coronavirus and those caring for them, Dieter, Jay & Maureen, Frank, 
Gail, Susan, Pat, Doris ✠ Diana, Julia, Iris, Adreina, Antonella, Guido, Guiseppe, Missimo, 
Bruno, Vittoria, Mario, Cezore, Angelo, Susan, Esther, Dora, Ruedi, Christina, Carmen, Rosa, 
Anne, Alice, Nicole ✠ Jason, Melissa, Jonathan, Carolyne, James, Camille, Valerie, Carol, Greg, 
and Annie. 
 
 

In a facility or homebound:  
Barbara Kaptain – The Atrium Assistant Living at Boca Raton.  

1080 NW 15TH Room 215 Boca Raton, Fl. 33486  
Evelyn Braun – 6152 Verde Trail Room 106 Boca Raton, Fl. 33433 
Jim Loggins -   John Knox Village – Woodlands 700 SW 4th St, Pompano Beach, FL 33060 
Bud Danker -  3020 N. Ridge Road Apartment W-316 Ellicott City, MD 21043. 
 

 

In response to the amazing love, mercy and grace of God, St. Stephen Lutheran Church is 
a community that openly welcomes all who are seeking God’s divine love and grace. All 

are welcome in this place regardless of race or culture, sexual orientation or gender 
identity, economic situation or life situation, marital or relationship status, or your doubts 

about faith and church. Our unity is in Christ. Your family, children, friends, spouses and partners are 
welcome. Your diversity and uniqueness enriches and expands our community. We are a Reconciling 
in Christ congregation. 

 

 

Contact us for any needs during this time: 
 

The Rev. Robert G. Schaefer – Pastor 
pastoratststephen@gmail.com 

Office: 954-942-4473 
Cell: 941-716-5687 

 
Aidee Koach – Administrative Assistant 

sslcpompano@gmail.com 
Office hours: 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 Tuesday and Thursday 

until the stay at home order is lifted 

 
 
 
 
 From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2010 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Fortress Liturgies Annual 

License #24029. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of 

Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Hymns are covered by our license CCLI 2959830. 
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EASTER LILY DONATIONS 2020 
 

Pastor Bob -------------------------  In Honor of St Stephen             

                                                        In Honor of Essential Employees (2) 

Bill & Rita Sharkey ---------------  In Thankfulness for Easter Hope & Love (1) 

Jimmy & Rosie Fennelli ---------  In Memory of Our Parents,  

                                                          Alex & Paula Bonet & Jim & Edith Fennelli (1) 

Jimmy & Rosie Fennelli ---------  In Memory of Marie Corrin, Rudy Koch, Beverly Sheehan,           

                                                         Kathy Runk, Trudy DiCarlo, Edith Reichenbach & Jan Danker (1) 

 Jimmy & Rosie Fennelli --------- In Memory of my brother, Alex Jr. 

                                                         and niece, Linda Palmer (1) 

                                                          In Honor of Essential workers (1) 

Karin & Chris Hecker -----------    In Honor of Our Family (1) 

Eric & Lisa Castaneda ------------  In Honor of Family & Friends   

                                                          In Honor of Essential Employees (2) 

Rita Filbert -------------------------   In Honor of my Sisters  (1) 

Lynda & Marti ---------------------    In Memory of loved ones,         

                                                          In Honor of Essential Employees (3) 

Caroline Smith --------------------    In Honor of Zachary, Lynda & Marti (3) 

Natalie Prego --------------------     In Honor of my family,  

                                                           In Honor of Essential Employees, 

                                                           In Celebration of New Beginnings (3) 

Kelly Jacobson --------------------    In Memory of G-Ma & G-Pa Glowe, 

                                                           In Memory of my best friend, Don Burroughs, 

                                                          In Memory of Edith Reichenbach, 

                                                           In Memory of my Father, Dr. Milton Jacobson (4) 

Carol Jacobson -------------------     In Memory of Parents, Walter & Iva Glove 

Carol Jacobson -------------------    In Memory of my soul mate, Don Burroughs (2) 

 

 

HAVE A BLESSED EASTER! 
 

Stay Safe 

 


