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WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

—WE GATHER— 
 
 
INTRODUCTION 
At the heart of our Advent preparation stands John the Baptist, who calls us to repent and make a new 
beginning. As the darkness increases we turn toward the light of Christ’s coming. For Christians he is the 
root of Jesse, the righteous judge who welcomes all, especially the poor and meek of the earth. We wait with 
hope for that day when the wolf will dwell with the lamb, and there will be no more hurt or destruction. 
From the Lord’s table we are sent in the spirit of John the Baptist to proclaim that in Christ the kingdom of 
God has come near. 

 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Please stand as you are able.  
 
P: In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
 

P: God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our 
sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our 
sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord.    
C: Amen. 
 

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.  
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

P: Gracious God:  
 
C:  Have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves into 

the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us 

our sins, known and unknown, things we have done and things we have failed to do. 

Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in 

newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.  
 
P: God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive 
together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your 
sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that 
Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 
 
C: Amen.  
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OPENING SONG:                            It’s Christmas Coming Again                            LLC #282 

 
 

 
 
THE GREETING 
 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 
 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

P:  Let us pray together: 
C: Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his coming 
nurture our growth as people of repentance and peace; through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. Amen. 

 

Children’s Message 
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—WE HEAR GOD’S WORD— 

 
 
FIRST READING:                                                     Isaiah 11:1-10 
¹ A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his roots. 
2 The spirit of the LORD shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the 
spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 
3 His delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. He shall not judge by what his eyes see, or 
decide by what his ears hear; 4 but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, and decide 
with equity for the meek of the earth; he shall strike the earth with the rod of his 
mouth, and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 
5 Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist, and faithfulness the belt around his 
loins. 6 The wolf shall live with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with the kid, the calf 
and the lion and the fatling together, and a little child shall lead them. 
7 The cow and the bear shall graze, their young shall lie down together; and the lion shall 
eat straw like the ox. 8 The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, and the 
weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den. 9 They will not hurt or destroy on all 
my holy mountain; for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD as the waters 
cover the sea. 10 On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; the 
nations shall inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious. 
 
L: This is the word of the Lord.     
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 

PSALM 72:1-7, 18-19 
1 Give the king your justice, O God,  
    and your righteousness to a king’s son. 
2 May he judge your people with righteousness, 
    and your poor with justice. 
3 May the mountains yield prosperity for the people, 
    and the hills, in righteousness. 
4 May he defend the cause of the poor of the people, 
    give deliverance to the needy, 
    and crush the oppressor. 
5 May he live while the sun endures, 
    and as long as the moon, throughout all generations. 
6 May he be like rain that falls on the mown grass, 
    like showers that water the earth. 
7 In his days may righteousness flourish 
    and peace abound, until the moon is no more. 
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18 Blessed be the LORD, the God of Israel, 
    who alone does wondrous things. 
19 Blessed be his glorious name forever; 
    may his glory fill the whole earth. Amen and Amen. 
 
 
SECOND READING:                                                                                             Romans 15:4-13 
4 For whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, so that by 
steadfastness and by the encouragement of the scriptures we might have hope. 5 May the 
God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one another, 
in accordance with Christ Jesus, 6 so that together you may with one voice glorify the God 
and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 7 Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has 
welcomed you, for the glory of God. 8 For I tell you that Christ has become a servant of the 
circumcised on behalf of the truth of God in order that he might confirm the promises 
given to the patriarchs, 9 and in order that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As 
it is written, “Therefore I will confess you among the Gentiles, and sing praises to your 
name”; 10 and again he says, “Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people”; 11 and again, “Praise 
the Lord, all you Gentiles, and let all the peoples praise him”; 12 and again Isaiah says, 
“The root of Jesse shall come, the one who rises to rule the Gentiles; in him the Gentiles 
shall hope.” 13 May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you 
may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
L: This is the word of the Lord.    
C: Thanks be to God.  
 
P:  Please stand as you are able for the Gospel Acclamation. 
 
THE GOSPEL ACCLAMATION     “Halle, Halle, Hallelujah ” 

 

 
 

P: The Holy Gospel, according to St. Matthew, the 3rd chapter. 
 

C: Glory to you, O Lord! 
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GOSPEL:                         Matthew 3:1-12 
3 In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, proclaiming, 
2 “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” 3 This is the one of whom the 
prophet Isaiah spoke when he said, “The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.’” 4 Now John wore clothing of 
camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist, and his food was locusts and wild 
honey. 5 Then the people of Jerusalem and all Judea were going out to him, and all the 
region along the Jordan, 6 and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing 
their sins. 7 But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said 
to them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 8 Bear 
fruit worthy of repentance. 9 Do not presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as 
our ancestor’; for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to 
Abraham. 10 Even now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that 
does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 11 “I baptize you with water 
for repentance, but one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy 
to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 12 His winnowing 
fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor and will gather his wheat into the 
granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” 
 
P: The Gospel of the Lord.    
  
C: Praise to you, O Christ! 
 
P: You may be seated. 
 
SERMON                                                                  Rev. Pedro Suarez 
 

—WE RESPOND— 
 

P:  Please stand as you are able for the Sermon Song. 
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SERMON SONG:                                      All Earth Is Hopeful                                     ELW#266 
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NICENE CREED 
 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light,  

true God from true God, begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

 
 

THE PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL  
 

A: As we anticipate the fullness of the presence of Christ, we join with the church 
throughout the world, praying for all who are in need. 

 

After each petition of the prayer is said: 
 

A:  Let us pray.                                       
C: Have mercy, O God. 
 
P: Merciful God, hear the prayers of your people, those spoken aloud and those known 
only to you, and grant us peace through Jesus Christ, our coming Savior. Amen. 
 
 

 
SHARING OF THE PEACE 
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.      
C: And also with you. 
P:  Let us share with one another the peace of the Lord. 
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- WELCOME TO THE LORD'S TABLE - 
 
OFFERING 
 
MUSICAL OFFERING:                                   He Came Down                                       ELW #253 

           

        
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
 
A: God of abundance, we bring before you the precious fruits of your creation, and with 
them our very lives. Teach us patience and hope as we care for all those in need until the 
coming of your Son, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 
Dialogue    (Sung) 
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It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer, through whom you will 
also make all things new in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

 
 

Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life:  
Blessed are you for the birth of creation. 
Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. 
Blessed are you for your promise to your people. 
Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams. 
Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will. 
Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, the Word made flesh. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
With this bread and cup we remember your Word dwelling among us, full of grace and 
truth. We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. 
We look with hope for his coming.  
Come, Lord Jesus. 
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Holy God, we long for your Spirit. Come among us. Bless this meal. 
May your Word take flesh in us. Awaken your people. Fill us with your light. 
Bring the gift of peace on earth. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 
All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel, Word of God incarnate,  
Power of the Most High, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
 

The Lord's Prayer 
 

P: And now, we come to You in prayer, as our Savior Jesus has taught us: 
 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses  
as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

 
Invitation of Communion 
 

P: Christ invites you to a place of honor at this banquet. Welcome to the feast. 
 

We believe Jesus Christ is present in the bread and wine by his Word of Promise. All baptized Christians are 
invited to participate in the celebration of God’s forgiving love, strengthening faith, and grace-filled hope. 
Those who are not baptized and children not yet communing may come forward for a blessing (please 
cross your arms on your chest if you desire a blessing). 

 
 
Reception of Communion 
 

The body of Christ, given for you. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. Amen. 
 
Communion distribution today is at the Altar rail and received by intinction. Please come forward by the 
center aisle at the direction of an usher, and kneel or stand (as you are able) at the Altar rail. Receive the 
bread in your hands and dip it in the wine. The wine is alcohol free. There is no group dismissal. Please 
return to your seats by the center aisle. There will be another communion station below for those that 
prefer not to come to the Altar rail. Please indicate if you need gluten-free elements.  
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 “LAMB OF GOD” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Communion Song:                        Come Now, O Prince of Peace                         ELW #247 

 

 
Instrumental Music                                                                                                                           Cesar Vidaud  
 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 
A:  God for whom we wait, in this meal you give us a foretaste of that day when the 
hungry will be fed with good things. Send us forth to make known your deeds and to 
proclaim the greatness of your name, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
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-WE ARE SENT FORTH- 
 
Benediction 

 

  P: Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.  Amen. 

 
 
 
SENDING SONG:                             Prepare the Royal Highway                           ELW #264 
 

 
DISMISSAL 
 

A: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.  
 

Thanks be to God. 
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IN OUR PRAYERS 
In our prayers today are these members of our homebound and others of our parish family in need of healing: 
We also need to pray for, Jean Rogers, Katie, Christopher Belanger, Janet Isner, Paul Hanzlik, Roy Kaptain, Bob & 
Jane Reinhold, Larry and Beverly Sheehan, Chico E., and C.C. 
 
Prayers for Friends of the Church: Aiden Chase, Brenna Taylor, Rita Stevenson, Mike, Barbara Greco, Dr. 
Willis Allen, Eleanor Knauf, Vera Debolt, Martha Hamze, Alessandra, Rhea, Doris, Cheryl, Nick Caldwell Sr., 
Joyce Brelsford, Dennis VanCour, Lucille Capece, Lexie Sachlis, George F., David Spall, Joan Coletti, Isolina 
Quintana, Adam Rubino, Berna, Braemen Weiner, Chandler Weiner, Debbie Seckel, Elaine Brustad, Elizabeth 
Kraus, Hazel Quire, Juan Tavarez,  Kenneth Smith, Mary Taylor, Norma Duckworth, Cynthia, Tim Tyler, 
Richard H., Laurie Engelhardt, Barbara O’Brien, Dorotka Rodriguez and family.  
 
We are always updating our prayer list.  If you would like your name added or removed, please notify Pat Belanger or the office. 

 
Flowers this week sponsored by: Julie Barfield in memory of her beloved son Daniel Adam (1969-1986), 
and her beloved husband Daniel Milton (1934-2010).   
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
ADVENT DAY FOR CHILDREN: In order for us to prepare the children for the Christmas pageant, there 
will be an Advent Day and rehearsal on Saturday, December 10, from 10am to 2pm right after the 
Breakfast Bunch. The families are invited to come to the Breakfast Bunch. Parents could participate in 
the Christmas decorating of the church while the children will stay at the Fellowship Hall for activities 
like Bible lesson, craft, cookie decorating, songs and rehearsal. We will be offering free lunch for the 
children and volunteers. On Saturday, December 17, from 10 to 11:30 am. we will have a final rehearsal 
at the church Sanctuary.  
 
COME TO THE MIDWEEK ADVENT SERVICE: During the four Thursdays of Advent at 6:30 pm we will 
have an opportunity to dwell in the Word, and to reflect on being Liberated by God's Grace. Everyone is 
welcome! 
 
POINSETTIAS: Starting November 27th until December 13th, St Stephen will begin selling poinsettias as 
a fundraiser.  Poinsettias can be dedicated to loved ones. They will decorate our altar until after the 
Christmas Service when you can take home what you purchased. Donation: $10.00. 
 
BRAIN POWER: Every Tuesdays and Fridays from 9am - 12pm. at the Fellowship Hall we will 
emphasize diets, exercises, sleep, and new ideas to promote “Brain Power”. Come and try something 
new with lots of productive fun! Please spread the word. Have questions? Call Barb Taylor 954-616-
7006 
 
SUNDAY SCHOOL: Every Sunday at 11:15 am we have our Sunday school. Children leave right after 
Holy Communion. Call the church office to register a child or for more information.  
 
PACK THE PANTRY: During November we are collecting non-perishable food items and/or cash 
contributions in support of the Broward Outreach Centers. BOC serves meals to the homeless and offers 
food to other hungry men, women and children in the community. You will find the food box in the 
Narthex. 
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Make sure you like our Facebook page!  This will help others find our congregation and help us 
to promote our mission. Go to www.facebook.com/sslcpompano 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Service Assistants for December 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

10:15 AM December 4 December 11 December 18 December 25 

ASSISTING MINISTER Carol Jacobson Natalie Prego Sera Butz Pat Belanger 

ACOLYTE Katie Paff Sera Butz Carol Jacobson TBA 

LECTOR Judie Dooge Marti Stroburg Catherine Zippay Aura Suarez 

USHERS –Need 4 to 
Serve  
 
 
 
 
Head Usher 

Suzanne Loggins 
Floyd MacDonald 
Jimmy Fennelli 
Lisa Castaneda 
 
 
Rosie Fennelli 

Lynda Smith 
Zachary Smith 
Carissa Esposito 
Sherry Fox 
 
 
Rosie Fennelli 

Harry Ambrose 
Patricia Engle 
Sherry Fox 
Catherine Zippay 
 
 
Rosie Fennelli 

Linda Hanzlik 
Terry Schumway 
 
 
 
 
Rosie Fennelli 

GREETERS – Need 2 to 
Serve 

Caroline Smith 
Barbara Kaptain 

Kelly Jacobson 
Rose Jones 

Caroline Smith 
Ruth Wagle 

Kelly Jacobson 

SOUND Dennis Magarell Eric Castaneda Dennis Magarell Sera Butz 

PROJECTION Sera Butz Larry Jones Web Antill Katie Paff 
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St Stephen  
 Lutheran Church, ELCA 

 
Encouraging and strengthening faith in Jesus, and 

sharing the joy of God’s love. 
 

Sunday Worship Schedule 
 9:00 a.m. and 10:15 a.m. 

Holy Communion is celebrated weekly 

Church Staff 
Rev. Pedro Suarez – Pastor 
 ststephenpastor@gmail.com 

Cesar Vidaud – Director of Music 
Clarence (Teddy) Rowe – Sexton  

Aidee Koach – Administrative Assistant  
sslcpompano@gmail.com 

 

Congregation Council 
Larry Jones, President:  

councilpresident@ststephenlutheran.net 
 

                               Web Antill                              Eric Castaneda  
                               Christian Hecker                Lynda Smith    
                                 Natalie Prego  - Secretary    Kathy Runk  - Vice Pres. 
   

Office hours: 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 Mon- Fri 
 

St. Stephen Evangelical Lutheran Church 
2500 NE 14th Street Causeway, Pompano Beach, Florida, 33062 

Tele: 954.942.4473 • Fax: 954.942.4474 •  
www.ststephenlutheran.net 

www.facebook.com/SSLCPompano 
©2013 All rights reserved. 
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