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I ’ve heard people say, “Some of the 

best times we’ve spent as a family 

have been around the table.”  Since an-

cient times, people sitting down togeth-

er and breaking bread has been a sign 

of fellowship and intimacy.  
 

The Bible is full of meal stories.  A close 

reading of the New Testament reveals 

that the church comes into existence as 

a meal-fellowship, in which the thanks-

giving, eating, and drinking are the 

very place where the community dis-

covers that the crucified one is risen. 

For example, in the Emmaus Road sto-

ry found in Luke 24, two disciples have 

their eyes opened to the Risen Christ 

on Easter night when he sits at table 

and breaks the bread with them. One 

account of a Christian Sunday meeting in the Book of Acts begins simply: “On the first day of the week, 

when we met to break bread…” (Acts 20:7). It seems clear that the New Testament pattern is that the first 

Christians gathered on Sunday—the Lord’s Day—for hearing the word proclaimed and preached and shar-

ing the Meal of Holy Communion.  Through these means of grace, the Risen Christ was present in the midst 

of their assembly. 
 

Why do we offer the Eucharist every Sunday? Because the Lord’s Supper was from the start the very center 

and meaning of the Lord’s Day for Christians. It is still the very place we most reliably encounter the risen 

one.  The Eucharist is the very heartbeat of the churches that came to be called “catholic,” because here, in a 

meal of bread and wine, we believe the body of Christ, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in 

him, are present here and now to nourish and strengthen us for our journey and discipleship in the world.  

The word of God is just not to be heard, it is to be tasted as well!  The command of our Lord is to “do this 

for my remembrance.” For 21 centuries, that is what the church has done when it gathers. There is, of 

course, a distinction between the weekly celebration of Holy Communion and the frequency of reception by 

the baptized.  The Church is bound to offer this gift of God, and the baptized are invited to the table to eat 

and drink as a sign of our unity with Christ and with each other.  On the other hand, this is not a modern-

day cattle call: no one is forced to come to the Table. 
 

Hearing God’s word proclaimed in the assembly, sharing in the bread and cup, we experience the presence 

of Jesus Christ with us.  This Eucharist was given to root and anchor our lives and to nourish us to serve a 

world in need as we live in God’s amazing grace.  

This is the first in a series of articles that help explain why we do what we do as Lutheran Christians. Each 
month we will explore another aspect of our faith and worship. If you have a question that you would like to 
see answered here, please contact Pr. Bob at pastoratststephen@gmail.com.   
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- St. Stephen Welcomed two new Baptized  
Last Sunday, July 22 we celebrated the sacrament of Holy 
Baptism of 10 years old Saige Shania John and her 5 
months old brother Nkosi Zakai John. Their parents are 

Shelly Ann and Sawandi John, the Johns have six children 

and come originally from Guyana.  We welcome Saige, 
Nkosi and their family to our St. Stephen family!    
 

- Need to speak to or get in touch with the new 

pastor? 
Pr. Schaefer’s cell phone and email address are now listed 

in the staff directory. Take note of his contact information 
and feel free to be in touch as needed! 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

- 

Breakfast Bunch 

Our monthly gathering Breakfast Bunch will start 

on September. Date and time 

still to be con-

firmed by the 

socializing 

team. Spread 

the word!  

Pastor Schaefer’s  Installation 

On October 14, 2018 our 

new pastor, the Rev. Robert 

Schaefer, will be Installed 

with Bishop Pedro Suarez 

presiding. The Installation 

Eucharist is scheduled for 

3:30pm. Save the date, de-

tails will follow. 



2500 NE 14th Street Causeway 
Pompano Beach, FL 33062    
Ph. (954) 942-4473 

Pastor: Rev. Robert Schaefer  

“Encouraging and Strengthening  

Faith in Jesus and Sharing  

the Joy of God’s Love” 

We’re on the web 

www.ststephenlutheran.net 

*** Check the Video Sermons  

Email us at: 
sslcpompano@gmail.com 
And like us on……… 
www.facebook.com/sslcpompano 

Volunteer Assistants in August 2018 

August 2018      

  Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   1 

9am Quilters 

9:3am  - 12:30pm  

Office Hours  

 

2 
9:3am  - 12:30pm  

Office Hours  

 

3 
9:3am  - 12:30pm  

Office Hours  

4 
Office Closed  

5 
10:15am Worship 
 

6 

9:3am  - 12:30pm  

Office Hours  

 

 

7 
9:3am  - 12:30pm  

Office Hours  

 

 

8 

9am Quilters 

9:3am  - 12:30pm  

Office Hours  

 

9 
9:3am  - 12:30pm  

Office Hours  

 

10 

9:3am  - 12:30pm  

Office Hours  

11 
Office Closed  
 
 
 

12 

10:15am Worship 
 

13 

9:3am  - 12:30pm  

Office Hours  

14 

9:3am  - 12:30pm  

Office Hours  

15 

9am Quilters 

9:3am  - 12:30pm  

Office Hours  

 

16 
9:3am  - 12:30pm  

Office Hours  

 
 

17 
9:3am  - 12:30pm  

Office Hours  

18 

Office Closed  

19 

10:15am Worship  
 

20 

9:3am  - 12:30pm  

Office Hours  

21 

9:3am  - 12:30pm  

Office Hours  

22 

9am Quilters 

9:3am  - 12:30pm  

Office Hours  

 

 

23 
9:3am  - 12:30pm  

Office Hours  

 

24 
9:3am  - 12:30pm  

Office Hours  

 

 
 
 

25 

Office Closed  

26 

10:15am Worship   
 

                                  

                             

 

27 

9:3am  - 12:30pm  

Office Hours  

28 

9:3am  - 12:30pm  

Office Hours  

29 

9am Quilters 

9:3am  - 12:30pm  

Office Hours  

30 

9:3am  - 12:30pm  

Office Hours  

31 

9:3am  - 12:30pm  

Office Hours  

 

St Stephen  
Lutheran Church, ELCA 

10:15 AM August 5 August 12 August 19 August 26 

ASSISTING 
MINISTER 

Pat Belanger Natalie Prego Sera Butz Carol Jacobson 

ACOLYTE Katie Paff Sera Butz Katie Paff Madison Kibler 

LECTOR Natalie Prego Carol Jacobson Pat Belanger Erika Flanigan 

USHERS—Need 
4 to serve 
 
 
 
 
 
Head Usher 

Suzanne Loggins 
Lisa Castaneda (w) 
Terry Shumway  
Linda Hanzlik  
 
 
 
Rosie Fennelli 

Lynda Smith 
Zachary Smith (w) 
Rosie Fennelli 
Patricia Engle 
 
 
 
Rosie Fennelli  
 

Harry Ambrose 
Patricia Engle 
Lisa Castaneda (w) 
Terry Shumway 
 
 
 
Rosie Fennelli 

Marsha Kibler (w) 
Drew Kibler 
Darin Kibler 
Erika Flanigan 
 
 
 
Rosie Fennelli 

GREETERS-
Need 2 to serve 

Rose Jones 
Kelly Jacobson 

Linda Hanzlik 
Ruth Wagle 

Lynda Smith 
Zachary Smith 

Kelly Jacobson 
Rose Jones 

SOUND Dennis Magarrell Eric Castaneda Dennis Magarrell Sera Butz 

PROJECTION Sera Butz Terry Shumway Larry Jones  Eric Castaneda 

(w) will serve wine at communion 


