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 Encouraging and 
strengthening faith in Jesus,  

and sharing the joy of God’s love. 
 

September 20, 2020         16th Sunday after Pentecost                       10:15am 
 

Holy Communion 
 

Introduction to the Sixteenth Sunday After Pentecost  
Matthew narrates one of Jesus’ controversial parables in which Jesus says that the reign of God is like that 
of a landowner who pays his workers the same wage no matter what time of day they began to work. When 
God changes God’s mind about punishing Nineveh for their evil ways, Jonah is angry. Yet God is gracious 
and merciful, abounding in steadfast love. In baptism we receive the grace of God that is freely given to all. 
As Martin Luther wrote, in the presence of God’s mercy we are all beggars. 

 

Gathering 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

Prelude 
 

Welcome 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding 
minister begins. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose teaching is life, whose presence is sure, and 
whose love is endless. 
Amen. 
 

We have a gracious God and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love. Let us 
confess our sin before God and each other. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves.  
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed,  
by what we have done and by what we have left undone.  
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We have not loved you with our whole heart;  
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,  
so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways,  
to the glory of your holy name.  
Amen. 
 

The presiding minister announces God’s forgiveness. 
The LORD is gracious and full of compassion, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love: As a 
called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to 

you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the 
Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

GATHERING SONG:                                   Blessing and Honor                          ELW# 854 

 

APOSTOLIC GREETING  
The presiding minister and assembly greet each other. 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE: Glory to God  
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. 
 

A brief silence is kept, then the presiding minister leads the prayer. 
Almighty and eternal God, you show perpetual lovingkindness to us your servants. Because we 
cannot rely on our own abilities, grant us your merciful judgment, and train us to embody the 
generosity of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
The assembly sits. 

 

Word 
God speaks to us in scripture reading and song. 

 

FIRST READING: Jonah 3:10--4:11 
A reading from Jonah. 
 

10When God saw what [the people of Ninevah] did, how they turned from their evil ways, God 
changed his mind about the calamity that he had said he would bring upon them; and he did not 
do it.  
 4:1But this was very displeasing to Jonah, and he became angry. 2He prayed to the LORD and 
said, “O LORD! Is not this what I said while I was still in my own country? That is why I fled to 
Tarshish at the beginning; for I knew that you are a gracious God and merciful, slow to anger, 
and abounding in steadfast love, and ready to relent from punishing. 3And now, O LORD, please 
take my life from me, for it is better for me to die than to live.” 4And the LORD said, “Is it right for 
you to be angry?” 5Then Jonah went out of the city and sat down east of the city, and made a 
booth for himself there. He sat under it in the shade, waiting to see what would become of the 
city. 
  6The LORD God appointed a bush, and made it come up over Jonah, to give shade over his 
head, to save him from his discomfort; so Jonah was very happy about the bush. 7But when 
dawn came up the next day, God appointed a worm that attacked the bush, so that it 
withered. 8When the sun rose, God prepared a sultry east wind, and the sun beat down on the 
head of Jonah so that he was faint and asked that he might die. He said, “It is better for me to die 
than to live.” 
  9But God said to Jonah, “Is it right for you to be angry about the bush?” And he said, “Yes, 
angry enough to die.” 10Then the LORD said, “You are concerned about the bush, for which you 
did not labor and which you did not grow; it came into being in a night and perished in a 
night. 11And should I not be concerned about Nineveh, that great city, in which there are more 
than a hundred and twenty thousand persons who do not know their right hand from their left, 
and also many animals?” 
  

L: The word of the Lord.    C: Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM 145:1-8 
1I will exalt you, my God and king, and bless your name forever and ever. 
2Every day will I bless you  and praise your name forever and ever. 
3Great is the LORD and greatly to be praised! There is no end to your greatness. 
4One generation shall praise your works to another 
  and shall declare your power. 
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5I will speak of the glorious splendor of your majesty and all your | marvelous works. 
6They shall tell of the might of your wondrous acts, 
  and I will re-count your greatness. 
7They shall publish the remembrance of your great goodness; 
  they shall sing joyfully of your righteousness. 
8The LORD is gracious and full of compassion,  
  slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.  
 

SECOND READING: Philippians 1:21-30 
A reading from Philippians. 
 

21For to me, living is Christ and dying is gain. 22If I am to live in the flesh, that means fruitful 
labor for me; and I do not know which I prefer. 23I am hard pressed between the two: my desire 
is to depart and be with Christ, for that is far better; 24but to remain in the flesh is more 
necessary for you. 25Since I am convinced of this, I know that I will remain and continue with all 
of you for your progress and joy in faith, 26so that I may share abundantly in your boasting in 
Christ Jesus when I come to you again. 
  27Only, live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that, whether I come and 
see you or am absent and hear about you, I will know that you are standing firm in one spirit, 
striving side by side with one mind for the faith of the gospel, 28and are in no way intimidated by 
your opponents. For them this is evidence of their destruction, but of your salvation. And this is 
God’s doing. 29For he has graciously granted you the privilege not only of believing in Christ, but 
of suffering for him as well—30since you are having the same struggle that you saw I had and 
now hear that I still have. 
 

L: The word of the Lord.     C: Thanks be to God.  
 
After a brief silence, the assembly stands to welcome the gospel. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

 
 GOSPEL: Matthew 20:1-16 
P: ☩ The Holy Gospel, according to Matthew.   C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1“The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in 
the morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. 2After agreeing with the laborers for the usual 
daily wage, he sent them into his vineyard. 3When he went out about nine o’clock, he saw others 
standing idle in the marketplace; 4and he said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard, and I will 
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pay you whatever is right.’ So they went. 5When he went out again about noon and about three 
o’clock, he did the same. 6And about five o’clock he went out and found others standing around; 
and he said to them, ‘Why are you standing here idle all day?’ 7They said to him, ‘Because no one 
has hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard.’ 8When evening came, the owner of 
the vineyard said to his manager, ‘Call the laborers and give them their pay, beginning with the 
last and then going to the first.’ 9When those hired about five o’clock came, each of them 
received the usual daily wage. 10Now when the first came, they thought they would receive 
more; but each of them also received the usual daily wage. 11And when they received it, they 
grumbled against the landowner, 12saying, ‘These last worked only one hour, and you have 
made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the day and the scorching heat.’ 13But he 
replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong; did you not agree with me for the 
usual daily wage? 14Take what belongs to you and go; I choose to give to this last the same as I 
give to you. 15Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or are you envious 
because I am generous?’ 16So the last will be first, and the first will be last.” 
 

P: The Gospel of the Lord.     C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
The assembly is seated.   

SERMON                                                                                                 The Rev. Robert G. Schaefer 
 
The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song.  
 

HYMN OF THE DAY                 Will You Let Me Be Your Servant                     ELW# 659 
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APOSTLES CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
A: Drawn together in the compassion of God, we pray for the church, the world, and all those in 
need. 
 

After each petition of the prayer is said: 
A: O God, you are full of compassion;                                                                                          
C: graciously hear our prayer.   
 

P: All these things and whatever else you see that we need, we entrust to your mercy; through 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

PEACE 
P: The peace of Christ be with you always.    
C: And also with you.   
 
The assembly sits.       

 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 
SETTING THE TABLE 
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OFFERING SONG:                                      As Saints of Old                               ELW# 695 

 
The assembly stands. 

OFFERING PRAYER 
A: Let us pray.  
Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. You have set before us these gifts of your good 
creation. Prepare us for your heavenly banquet, nourish us with this rich food and drink, 
and send us forth to set tables in the midst of a suffering world, through the bread of life, Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord.  
Amen. 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The presiding minister greets the assembly and invites all present to give thanks. 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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It is indeed right, our duty and our joy…we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
The presiding minister continues to give thanks: 
We praise you eternal God, … 
…with thanksgiving we lift this bread and cup before you and proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.  
…all glory and honor are yours, almighty God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.:  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses  
as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
forever and ever. Amen. 
 
Communion 
The bread is broken for the communion.  
P: This is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. Come to the banquet table 
where Christ gives himself as food and drink. 
 
The assembly is seated. 
Lamb of God 
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Communion Song:                                         Give Me Jesus                            ELW# 770 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
The assembly stands and the assisting minister leads the prayer after communion. 
Let us pray.  We give you thanks, gracious God, that you have once again fed us with food 
beyond compare, the body and blood of Christ. Lead us from this place, nourished and forgiven, 
into your beloved vineyard to wipe away the tears of all who hunger and thirst, guided by the 
example of the same Jesus Christ and led by the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Sending 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 
Announcements 
 
BLESSING 
 

All may make the sign of the cross as they receive God’s blessing. 

Almighty, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you and lead you into the way of truth and life. 
Amen.  
 

SENDING SONG:                                On Our Way Rejoicing                     ELW# 537 

 
DISMISSAL 
A: Go in peace. Remember the poor.     
C: Thanks be to God. 
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RECEIVE HOLY COMMUNION TODAY OUTSIDE! 
The Sacrament of Holy Communion will be given today by Pastor Bob 
in the church parking lot, in front of the main entrance from 
12:00pm—12:30pm. It will be drive through. Please follow the 
ushers’ directions on arrival and maintain social distancing. Please 
wear a mask except when receiving the sacrament.  

 

IN OUR PRAYERS… 
In our prayers today are these members of our homebound and others of our parish family in need 
of healing: Eric Castaneda, Kelly Jacobson, Carol Jacobson, Randy Mottesheard, Marti Stroberg, 
Dolores Lauterberg, Laurel Blake, Dorothy Johnson, James Loggins, Don Schutt, Normagene 
Richardson, Mildred Grady, Carol Chmelynski, Rosie & Jimmy Fennelli, Roy Kaptain, Pat Engle.   
 

PRAYERS FOR FRIENDS OF THE PARISH  
✠ Aiden, Chandler, Becky, Cheryl, Robert, Jerry, Braemen, Craig, Taylor, Joe, Jan, Carol, Sharon, Susie, 
Belinda, Marjorie, Roy, Gene, Chris, Amanda, Annette, Madison, Mason, Betty, Joanna, Susan, Betty, 
Chuck, Pat, Bruce, Carol, Valerie, Jason, Melissa, Annie, Chantal Martel, Jane, Greg, Chipper.  
 
 

IN A FACILITY OR HOMEBOUND:  
Evelyn Braun – 6152 Verde Trail Room 106 Boca Raton, Fl. 33433 
Normagene Richardson – Woodlands at John Knox 700 SW 4th St, Pompano Beach, FL 33060  
    Room: 2208 Phone: 954-247-5806 
Jim Loggins  - John Knox Village – Woodlands 700 SW 4th St, Pompano Beach, FL 33060 
Bud Danker - 3020 N. Ridge Road Apartment W-316 Ellicott City, MD 21043. 
 

Annual Blessing of the Animals: October 3                                                                     
Each year on the first Saturday in October we bless your pets on the 
front porch of the church in commemoration of St. Francis of Assisi, 
whose feast day is October 4. This year due to the pandemic the day 
will be scaled back a bit, but none-the-less will go on!  Mark your 
calendars:  On Saturday, October 3 from 10:30am to 12noon, the 
Pastor will be present in front of the church to give your pet a 
blessing. We will not have vendors or food this year, but we will have some items to give away, and each 
pet (real or stuffed!) will get a certificate as well as a metal tag for their collar. We will maintain social 
distancing this year and we ask that you wear a mask. Spread the word—all are welcome. Set aside 
some time on October 3 to stop by the church with your pets for a blessing!  

 
 

During the pandemic, St. Stephen congregation has taken on the mission 
to support Feeding South Florida. With unemployment at near record 
highs, more people are food insecure than ever.  Feeding South Florida is 
the largest, most efficient food bank serving Palm Beach, Broward, Miami-

Dade, and Monroe Counties. More than 98% of all donations are put back into the community.  Thank 
you so much for your generosity. Keep up the good work, we will continue to support this 
work throughout October.  Send your loose change to Church and let's fill up the Change for Change 

Tower.  You may give on line by following the link on our homepage at: www.ststephenlutheran.net 
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