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—WE GATHER— 
 

INTRODUCTION 
The mustard seed becomes a great shrub that shelters the birds, recalling ancient images of the tree of life. We’d 
expect a cedar or a sequoia, but Jesus finds the power of God better imaged in a tiny, no-account seed. It’s not the 
way we expect divine activity to look. Yet the tree of life is here, in the cross around which we gather, the tree into 
which we are grafted through baptism, the true vine that nourishes us with its fruit in the cup we share. It may not 
appear all that impressive, but while nobody’s looking it grows with a power beyond our understanding. 

 
CHOIR PRELUDE 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
full of compassion and mercy, 
abounding in steadfast love. Amen. 
 

P: Trusting God’s promise of forgiveness, 
let us confess our sin against God and one another. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

P: Eternal God our creator:  
 

C:  In you we live and move and have our being. 
Look upon us, your children, 
the work of your hands. 
Forgive us all our offenses, 
and cleanse us from proud thoughts and empty desires. 
By your grace draw us near to you, 
our refuge and our strength; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 

P: Since we are justified by faith, 
we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
God’s love has been poured into our hearts 
through the Holy Spirit given to us. 
In the mercy of almighty God, 
Christ died for us while we still were sinners; 

and for his sake, God ☩ forgives you all your sins. 
 
C: AMEN.  
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OPENING SONG:                           As We Gather at Your Table                           ELW #522 

 
 
 
THE GREETING 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. 

  
C: And also with you. 
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KYRIE (Sung) 
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HYMN OF PRAISE “This is the feast” 

 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P:   Let us pray together: 
C:  O God, you are the tree of life, offering shelter to all the world. Graft us into 
yourself and nurture our growth, that we may bear your truth and love to those in 
need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. AMEN. 
 
Youth and Children Message 
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—WE HEAR GOD’S WORD— 
 

FIRST READING:                         Ezekiel 17:22-24 
22Thus says the Lord GOD: I myself will take a sprig from the lofty top of a cedar; I will set it out. 
I will break off a tender one from the topmost of its young twigs; I myself will plant it on a high 
and lofty mountain. 23On the mountain height of Israel I will plant it, in order that it may 
produce boughs and bear fruit, and become a noble cedar. Under it every kind of bird will live; 
in the shade of its branches will nest winged creatures of every kind. 24All the trees of the field 
shall know that I am the LORD. I bring low the high tree, I make high the low tree; I dry up the 
green tree and make the dry tree flourish. I the LORD have spoken; I will accomplish it. 
 

L: This is the word of the Lord.    
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM 92:1-4, 12-15 
1It is a good thing to give thanks to the LORD, to sing praise to your name, O Most High; 
2to herald your love in the morning and your faithfulness at night; 
3on the psaltery, and on the lyre, and to the melody of the harp. 
4For you have made me glad by your acts, O LORD; 
  and I shout for joy because of the works of your hands.  
12The righteous shall flourish like a palm tree, and shall spread abroad like a cedar of Lebanon. 
13Those who are planted in the house of the LORD shall flourish in the courts of our God; 
14they shall still bear fruit in old age; they shall be green and succulent; 
15that they may show how up- right the LORD is, my rock, in whom there is no injustice.  
 
SECOND READING: 2 Corinthians 5:6-10 [11-13] 14-17 
6So we are always confident; even though we know that while we are at home in the body we 
are away from the Lord—7for we walk by faith, not by sight. 8Yes, we do have confidence, and 
we would rather be away from the body and at home with the Lord. 9So whether we are at home 
or away, we make it our aim to please him. 10For all of us must appear before the judgment seat 
of Christ, so that each may receive recompense for what has been done in the body, whether 
good or evil. 
  [11Therefore, knowing the fear of the Lord, we try to persuade others; but we ourselves are 
well known to God, and I hope that we are also well known to your consciences. 12We are not 
commending ourselves to you again, but giving you an opportunity to boast about us, so that 
you may be able to answer those who boast in outward appearance and not in the heart. 13For if 
we are beside ourselves, it is for God; if we are in our right mind, it is for you. ] 14For the love of 
Christ urges us on, because we are convinced that one has died for all; therefore all have 
died. 15And he died for all, so that those who live might live no longer for themselves, but for 
him who died and was raised for them. 16From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a 
human point of view; even though we once knew Christ from a human point of view, we know 
him no longer in that way. 17So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has 
passed away; see, everything has become new! 
 

L: This is the word of the Lord.  
C: Thanks be to God.  
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(Please stand as you able.) 

 
THE GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   “Alleluia ” 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
P: The Holy Gospel, according to St. Mark, the 4th chapter. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord! 
 
GOSPEL: Mark 4:26-34  
26[Jesus] said, “The kingdom of God is as if someone would scatter seed on the ground,27and 
would sleep and rise night and day, and the seed would sprout and grow, he does not know 
how. 28The earth produces of itself, first the stalk, then the head, then the full grain in the 
head. 29But when the grain is ripe, at once he goes in with his sickle, because the harvest has 
come.” 30He also said, “With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or what parable will we 
use for it?  
31It is like a mustard seed, which, when sown upon the ground, is the smallest of all the seeds on 
earth; 32yet when it is sown it grows up and becomes the greatest of all shrubs, and puts forth 
large branches, so that the birds of the air can make nests in its shade.” 
  33With many such parables he spoke the word to them, as they were able to hear it; 34he did 
not speak to them except in parables, but he explained everything in private to his disciples. 
 
P: The Gospel of the Lord.     
C: Praise to you, O Christ! 
 
SERMON                                                                                                         Rev. Dr. Sidney Nelson  
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—WE RESPOND— 
 

(Please stand as you are able for the Sermon Song.) 
 

SERMON SONG:                         Almighty God, Your Word Is Cast                       ELW #516 
 

 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

       creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,  

       who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,  

       the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
 
 
THE PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL  
A: Filled with the Holy Spirit, we join with the church in every place, praying for the 

world that God so loves. 
 

After each petition of the prayer is said: 
 

A: Hear us, O God.    
C: Your mercy is great. 
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P: By the sure guidance of your Holy Spirit, O God, we lift up our prayers in trust and 
thanksgiving; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
C: Amen. 
 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.      
C: And also with you. 
P:  Let us share with one another the peace of the Lord. 
 

-WELCOME TO THE LORD'S TABLE- 
 

OFFERING 
  

MUSICAL OFFERING:                  Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil                        ELW #512 

 
OFFERING PRAYER 
A: Merciful God, you open wide your hand and satisfy the need of every living thing. 

You have set this feast before us. Open our hands to receive it. Open our hearts to embrace it. 

Open our lives to live it. We pray this through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

Dialogue (Sung) 

 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 

and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this 

day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of 

everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of 

heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do 

this for the remembrance of me.  
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:  

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness 

of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his coming in glory.  

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who share 

this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with you and the 

Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever. 
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C: Amen… Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom,  
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

Invitation of Communion 
(All baptized Christians are invited to participate in the celebration of holy communion. Those who are not baptized 
and children not yet communing may come forward for a blessing, please cross your arms on your chest if you desire 
a blessing). 
 

P: Welcome to the Lord’s table.  

 

Holy Communion (Our communion is by intinction: Receive the bread and dip bread in the wine.) 
Gluten free bread is available on the right side. (please ask) 
Alcohol free wine is available on the right side. (please ask) 
 

P: The body of Christ, given for you. 
     The blood of Christ, shed for you.  
C: Amen. 
 
 “LAMB OF GOD” 
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Communion Song:                                   How Great Thou Art                                  ELW #856 

 
 

Instrumental Music                                                                                             Cesar Vidaud 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
A: Jesus Christ, host of this meal, 
you have given us not only this bread and cup, 
but your very self, that we may feast on your great love. 
Filled again by these signs of your grace, 
may we hunger for your reign of justice, 
may we thirst for your way of peace, 
for you are Lord forevermore. 
Amen. 
 

-WE ARE SENT FORTH- 
Benediction 
P: May God, whose power working in us can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine, 

grant you the gifts of faith and hope. Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 
bless you now and forever. Amen. 
 
SENDING SONG:                                          Awesome God                                              W&P #13 

 
 

DISMISSAL 
A: Go in peace. Share the joy of God’s love.  
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

IN OUR PRAYERS 
In our prayers today are these members of our homebound and others of our parish family in need of 
healing: Edith Reichenback, Audrey Shumway, Laurel Blake, Jim Loggins, Diane Adler, Katie, Roy and Barbara 
Kaptain, Bob & Jane Reinhold, and Shelley Amato.  
 
Prayers for Friends of the Church: (Please renew your request every 3 weeks)  
✠ Celeste, and for Calvary Lutheran in Minong, Wisconsin ✠ Marjorie, Aurea Soto, Celeste, and The L family ✠ 
Dustin Magarrell  
 
Our sincere sympathy for Carol Chmelynski and family at the death of her husband Joseph. Joe died peacefully on 
Thursday, May 31.  
 
In the hospital:  
Edith Reichenback -  Holy Cross Hospital  
   4725 N Federal Highway, Fort Lauderdale, Fl. 33308 
In a facility or homebound:  
Audrey Shumway –  Stratford Court of Boca Raton Room #233A 

6343 Via De Sonrisa Del Sur, Boca Raton, FL 33433 
Barbara Kaptain – The Atrium Assistant Living at Boca Raton.  

1080 NW 15TH Room 215 Boca Raton, Fl. 33486 
Jane Reinhold – Platinum Loving Group, P. O. Box 410572, Melbourne, FL 32941 
Evelyn Braun – 6152 Verde Trail Room 106 Boca Raton, Fl. 33433 
Jim Loggins -   John Knox Village - Woodlands 

651 SW 6th St, Pompano Beach, FL 33060  
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Service Assistants for June 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

                          (w) will give wine at communion.  Thank you all for serving. 
 
 
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Email Prayer Chain 
 

Dear members and friends, 
We are beginning an email prayer chain. This was approved by the church council and it is for 
the purpose of drawing the members in prayer for those who are sick or in special need of 
prayer. On Monday morning, we will send out the names of those who were added to the 
attendance cards on Sunday. If we have special requests during the week, those will be sent 
out Friday morning. Emails will go out only from the administrative assistant or the pastor. If 
you have prayer request, call the church office during the week. Occasionally, emergencies may 
arrive and a request will go out mid-week. 
Let us put prayer cover over our sisters and brothers as they experience difficult times. 
Pastor Nelson 
 
PS Thank you for the prayers that you offered during the time of my son’s heart surgery and our 
absence. Sarah and I felt the prayer cover offered by Saint Stephen members and friends. Let us 
continue to bless all our members and friends with this gift of prayer 
 
 

Happy Father’s Day to all the wonderful fathers out there, blessings to all! 
 
 
 
 
 

10:15 AM June 17 
Father’s Day 

June 24 

ASSISTING MINISTER Carol Jacobson Sera Butz 

ACOLYTE/TORCH 
BEARER 

Katie Paff Madison Kibler 

LECTOR Carol Jacobson Catherine Zippay 

USHERS –Need 4 to 
Serve  
 
 
 
 
Head Usher 

Harry Ambrose 
Patricia Engle 
Linda Hanzlik (w) 
Floyd MacDonald 
 
Linda Hanzlik 

Marsha Kibler (w) 
Drew Kibler 
Darin Kibler 
Erika Flanigan 
 
Marsha Kibler 

GREETERS – Need 2 
to Serve 

Caroline Smith 
Ruth Wagle 

Kelly Jacobson 
Rose Jones 

SOUND Dennis Magarrell Dennis Magarrell 

PROJECTION Sera Butz Larry Jones 
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June 14, 2018 
 
Dear Members and friends, 
 
The St. Stephen Church Council has unanimously voted 
on a candidate to be the next pastor of St. Stephen 
Lutheran Church. 
 
There is a “Meet and Greet” with the new candidate 
scheduled for Sunday, June 24.  
Then on Sunday, July 1 there is a Congregation Meeting 
scheduled to vote to approve the candidate.  
 
The Congregation Meeting will take place following the 
worship service. 
 
Please let’s have a really good turn out on these two 
important Sunday’s. 
 
 
Blessings, 
 
Larry Jones 
President of the Church Council  
 
 
 

OFFICIAL NOTICE 
 

This is official notice of a called congregational 
meeting on July 1, 2018 after the conclusion of the 
10:15 am service for the purpose of voting on the 
proposed appointment of our Pastor Candidate.  
 



16 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2010 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Fortress Liturgies Annual 

License #24029. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ 

in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Hymns are covered by our license CCLI 2959830. 

 

 

 

Sunday Schedule 

10:15 a.m. Worship 
Holy Communion is celebrated weekly 

Church Staff 

Rev. Dr. Sidney Nelson – Interim Pastor 
ststephenpastornelson@gmail.com 

561-235-0929 
Cesar Vidaud – Director of Music 
Clarence (Teddy) Rowe – Sexton 

Aidee Koach – Administrative Assistant 
sslcpompano@gmail.com 

Office hours: 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 Mon- Fri 
 

Congregation Council 

Larry Jones - President 
councilpresident@ststephenlutheran.net 

Christian Hecker – Vice-president 
Eric Castaneda - Treasurer 
   Natalie Prego – Secretary 

Lynda Smith 
Patricia Engle 

Harry Ambrose 
Dennis Magarrell 

 
 
 

St. Stephen Lutheran Church, ELCA 
2500 NE 14th Street Causeway,  
Pompano Beach, Florida, 33062 

Tele: 954.942.4473 • Fax: 954.942.4474  
www.ststephenlutheran.net                  

www.facebook.com/SSLCPompano 
©2013 All rights reserved.  
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