
 St Stephen  
 a congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

 The Rev. Robert G. Schaefer, Pastor  
  
 

 
 
 
 
 

Encouraging and 
strengthening faith in Jesus,  

and sharing the joy of God’s love. 
 

June 14, 2020                    2nd Sunday after Pentecost                      10:15am 
 

Holy Communion 
 

Introduction to The Second Sunday After Pentecost  
We return to the “green” Sundays After Pentecost today. The focus of this non-festive half of the year is 
growing in the faith—the green vestments symbolize growth. At the start of this time after Pentecost, 
Moses tells the Israelites that they are called to be a priestly kingdom and a holy people. Jesus sends out the 
disciples as laborers into the harvest. In baptism we too are anointed for ministry, sharing God’s 
compassion with our needy world. From the Lord’s table we go forth to proclaim the good news, to heal the 
sick, and to share our bread with the hungry. 

 

Gathering 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

Prelude 
 

Welcome 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose steadfast love is everlasting,  
whose faithfulness endures from generation to generation. Amen. 
 

Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against 
you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as  
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ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, 
and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of 
your holy name. Amen. 
 
The presiding minister announces God’s forgiveness. 

Beloved of God, by the radical abundance of divine mercy we have peace with God 
through Christ Jesus, through whom we have obtained grace upon grace. As a called and 
ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the 

entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

GATHERING SONG:                        We All Are One in Mission                             ELW# 576 

 

APOSTOLIC GREETING 

The presiding minister and assembly greet each other. 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE: Glory to God  
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. 
 

A brief silence is kept, then the presiding minister leads the prayer. 
God of compassion, you have opened the way for us and brought us to yourself. Pour your love 
into our hearts, that, overflowing with joy, we may freely share the blessings of your realm and 
faithfully proclaim the good news of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

The assembly sits. 

 

Word 
God speaks to us in scripture reading and song. 

 

FIRST READING: Exodus 19:2-8a 
A reading from Exodus. 
 

2[The Israelites] had journeyed from Rephidim, entered the wilderness of Sinai, and camped in 
the wilderness; Israel camped there in front of the mountain.3Then Moses went up to God; 
the LORD called to him from the mountain, saying, “Thus you shall say to the house of Jacob, and 
tell the Israelites: 4You have seen what I did to the Egyptians, and how I bore you on eagles’ 
wings and brought you to myself. 5Now therefore, if you obey my voice and keep my covenant, 
you shall be my treasured possession out of all the peoples. Indeed, the whole earth is 
mine, 6but you shall be for me a priestly kingdom and a holy nation. These are the words that 
you shall speak to the Israelites.” 7So Moses came, summoned the elders of the people, and set 
before them all these words that the LORD had commanded him. 8aThe people all answered as 
one: “Everything that the LORD has spoken we will do.” 
  

L: The word of the Lord.    C: Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM 100 
1Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all you lands! 
2Serve the LORD with gladness; come into God’s presence with a song. 
3Know that the LORD is God, our maker to whom we belong; 
  we are God’s people and the sheep of God’s pasture.  
4Enter the gates of the LORD with thanksgiving and the courts with praise; 
  give thanks and bless God’s holy name. 
5Good indeed is the LORD, whose steadfast love is everlasting, 
  whose faithfulness endures from age to age.  
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SECOND READING: Romans 5:1-8 
A reading from Romans. 
 

1Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 2through 
whom we have obtained access to this grace in which we stand; and we boast in our hope of 
sharing the glory of God. 3And not only that, but we also boast in our sufferings, knowing that 
suffering produces endurance, 4and endurance produces character, and character produces 
hope, 5and hope does not disappoint us, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts 
through the Holy Spirit that has been given to us. 6For while we were still weak, at the right time 
Christ died for the ungodly. 7Indeed, rarely will anyone die for a righteous person—though 
perhaps for a good person someone might actually dare to die. 8But God proves his love for us in 
that while we still were sinners Christ died for us. 
 

L: The word of the Lord.    
C: Thanks be to God.  
 

After a brief silence, the assembly stands to welcome the gospel. 
 
 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

 
GOSPEL: Matthew 9:35--10:8  
P: ☩ The Holy Gospel, according to Matthew.   
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

35Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues, and proclaiming the 
good news of the kingdom, and curing every disease and every sickness. 36When he saw the 
crowds, he had compassion for them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep 
without a shepherd. 37Then he said to his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are 
few; 38therefore ask the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest.” 
 10:1Then Jesus summoned his twelve disciples and gave them authority over unclean spirits, 
to cast them out, and to cure every disease and every sickness. 2These are the names of the 
twelve apostles: first, Simon, also known as Peter, and his brother Andrew; James son of 
Zebedee, and his brother John; 3Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew the tax 
collector; James son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus; 4Simon the Cananaean, and Judas Iscariot, the 
one who betrayed him. 
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  5These twelve Jesus sent out with the following instructions: “Go nowhere among the 
Gentiles, and enter no town of the Samaritans, 6but go rather to the lost sheep of the house of 
Israel. 7As you go, proclaim the good news, ‘The kingdom of heaven has come near.’ 8Cure the 
sick, raise the dead, cleanse the lepers, cast out demons. You received without payment; give 
without payment.  
 

P: The Gospel of the Lord.     C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

The assembly is seated.   
 

SERMON                                                                                            The Rev. Robert G. Schaefer 
 

The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song.  
 
HYMN OF THE DAY                 The Son of God, Our Christ                             ELW #584 
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APOSTLES CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

A: Called into unity with one another and the whole creation, let us pray for our shared world. 
 

After each petition of the prayer is said: 

A: Holy One, Holy Three, for __________________ we pray:        
C: Grant your threefold blessing. 
 
P: Receive these prayers, O God, and those too deep for words; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
C: Amen. 
 
PEACE 
P: The peace of Christ be with you always.      
C: And also with you.   
The assembly sits.       
 
 

 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 
SETTING THE TABLE 
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OFFERING SONG:                         We Give Thee but Thine Own                        ELW# 686 
  

 
The assembly stands. 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 
A: God of goodness and growth, all creation is yours, and your faithfulness is as firm as the 
heavens. Water and word, wine and bread: these are signs of your abundant grace. Nourish us 
through these gifts, that we might proclaim your steadfast love in our communities and in the 
world, through Jesus Christ, our strength and our song.  Amen. 
 

 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The presiding minister greets the assembly and invites all present to give thanks. 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy…we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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The presiding minister continues to give thanks: 
Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father… 
..For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again. 
Therefore, O God, with this bread and cup… 
to share with us the great and promised feast. 
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit,… 
and receive our inheritance with all your saints in light. 
Amen. Come, Holy Spirit. 
Join our prayers with those of your servants… 
now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.:  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses  
as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
forever and ever. Amen. 
 
Communion 
The bread is broken for the communion.  
P: This is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. God invites you to this table of 
bounty. Come, the banquet is ready. 
The assembly is seated. 
 

Lamb of God 
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Communion Song:                     You Satisfy the Hungry Heart                          ELW# 484 

 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
The assembly stands and the assisting minister leads the prayer after communion. 
Let us pray. 
God of the welcome table, in this meal we have feasted on your goodness and have been united 
by your presence among us. Empower us to go forth sustained by these gifts so that we may 
share your neighborly love with all, through Jesus Christ, the giver of abundant life. 
Amen. 
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Sending 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 
Announcements 
 

BLESSING 
 

All may make the sign of the cross as they receive God’s blessing. 

Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit bless you, now and forever. 
Amen.  
 

The assembly turns toward the cross as it passes by.  

SENDING SONG:                                  Rise Up, O Saints of God!                            ELW# 669 

 
 

 
DISMISSAL 
A: Go in peace. Christ is with you.   
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
 
HOLY COMMUNION will be given in the church parking lot, in front of the main entrance 
from 12:00pm—12:30pm beginning this Sunday. It will be drive through. Please refer to 
Pr. Bob’s weekly update email sent on Thursday for details.  
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IN OUR PRAYERS… 
In our prayers today are these members of our homebound and others of our parish family 
in need of healing: George, Kelly, Carol, Marti Stroberg, Dolores Lauterberg, Jake Waldecki, 
Sera Butz, Harry Ambrose, George Arce, Laurel Blake, Dorothy Johnson, James Loggins, Don 
Schutt, Normagene Richardson, Mildred Grady, Carol Chmelynski, Jimmy Fennelli, Roy and 
Barbara Kaptain, Katie Paff, Bob Reinhold, and Shelley Amato, and The Castaneda family.  
 
Prayers for Friends of the Parish  
✠ The family of Dr. Don Widman, Shirley, Carol, Jason, Melissa, and Greg ✠ Gene, Chris, 
Amanda, Annette, Madison, Mason, Betty, Susan, Joanna & Bob, Betty & Chuck, Pat & Bruce, 
Denny & Kathy, Bill & Louise, Aiden, Chandler, Becky, Braemen, Cheryl, Robert, Craig, Nettie, 
Jerry, Taylor, Francine, and the Holman Family with the death of their sister ✠ Phil Capece, 
Carole, Pat, Nancy, Henry, Oswald, Frank, Christina, Milena, Leila.  
 
In a facility or homebound:  
Barbara Kaptain – The Atrium Assistant Living at Boca Raton.  

1080 NW 15TH Room 215 Boca Raton, Fl. 33486  
Evelyn Braun – 6152 Verde Trail Room 106 Boca Raton, Fl. 33433 
Jim Loggins -   John Knox Village – Woodlands 700 SW 4th St, Pompano Beach, FL 33060 
Bud Danker -  3020 N. Ridge Road Apartment W-316 Ellicott City, MD 21043. 
 

In response to the amazing love, mercy and grace of God, St. Stephen Lutheran Church 
is a community that openly welcomes all who are seeking God’s divine love and grace. 

All are welcome in this place regardless of race or culture, sexual orientation or gender 
identity, economic situation or life situation, marital or relationship status, or your doubts 

about faith and church. Our unity is in Christ. Your family, children, friends, spouses and partners 
are welcome. Your diversity and uniqueness enriches and expands our community. We are a 
Reconciling in Christ congregation. 

 
With unemployment at near record highs, more people are food 

insecure than ever. To help make a difference we are supporting 

FEEDING SOUTH FLORIDA. Feeding South Florida is the largest, 

most efficient food bank serving Palm Beach, Broward, Miami-Dade, 

and Monroe Counties. More than 98% of all donations are put back 

into the community. 

Through innovative direct-service programs and a network of nonprofit partner agencies, Feeding 

South Florida distributed nearly 62 million pounds (51.5 million meals) of food last fiscal year to over 

706,000 individuals – 236,000 of whom are children and 100,000 are older adults. 

Send your loose change to Church and let's fill up the Change for Change Tower.  You may give 

on line by following the link on our homepage at: www.ststephenlutheran.net 
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